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Parr 1

When the last report was lssued in 1849, the school had been a
grammar school for only four years. A move to new premises in 1955
gave 1t the required opportunity to develop not only Irom a two
form entry to a three form entry organlsation, but to expand 1ts
advanced studies. In 1949 there were 346 puplls on roll of whom 33
were In the sixth form; in 1963 there are 598 on roll with a sixth
form of 149, of whom 31 have been admitted to the sixth form as
transfers from other secondary schools In the area. This 1s a
large number, yet even the most recent transfers do not obtrude
and all seem to have been admirably absorbed into the school
community. The remaining 118 Indicate that a good proportion of
boys go on to the sixth form for more advanced work. Thils surge
forward in the Intellectual 1ife of the school 1s reflected in
examinatioh successes and in the number golng on to degree courses.
In 1861 and 1942, one boy and six respectively galned State
Scholarships, and under the new regulations In 1963 the list of
those achleving high marks In the Advanced level and Speclal
papers and the spread of these over a wide range of subjects

are very creditable. Over the past three years 78 have gone to
degree courses, A more detalled record of the occupations taken

up by leavers over the past three years will be found in

Appendlx II.

The new bulldings In the Shirley district of Croydon are most
actractive and admirable use has been made of the site, preserving
much of its natural beauty and retalning trees and the old mill.
The school, with the help of the parents, has done much to enhance
the attractiveness ¢of the grounds by glving shrubs and rose bushes,
and the annual ceremony of bulb planting has become part of the
school's tradition. The school and the parents also combined to
buy the organ now Installed In the assembly hall. The recent
repalnting of the school has done much to add to 1ts attractive
appearance and the excellent caretaking and the good maintenance
of the playing flelds and grounds set a high standard to which the
boys respond. Attractive as the premlses are, they show signs of
the economies exerclsed at the time of bullding. The geography
room 1s small, there 1s no suitable space for craft work in the
art room, the dining space In the entrance hall is crowded with
400 boys staying to a mld-day meal and, as a result, the service
of the meal i1s slow. It 13, however, the library that now demands
the greatest effort i1f 1t 1s to play the role 1t should In the
intellectual 1ife of the school, and this problem 1s dealt wlth
in more detall In Part II of the report., At present, owing to
the extensions which added a laboratory and a drawing office,
there are enough teaching spaces Lo meet the needs of the school.
With any further increase in the sixth form and a2 more flexible
organisation offering options from the third or fourth year, it
will be difficult to meet the requirements. In addltion, 1t is
unfortunats that the sixth form has no common room. Up to & point
the sixth form wing, although constantly used for teaching, helps
Lo Keep them grouped, but perhaps for the prefects & coimon I'oom
could be provided elther In the mill or In & hut In the grounds.
Such safety precautlons as labelling the swing doors and verifying
the effectiveness of the safety exits from the laboratorlies appear
Nnecessary.

The Headmaster has the help of 35 full-time and 4 part-time
masters, and also of a very capable full-time and a part-time
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gecretary. The starff 1s sufficlent in number and covers the various
aspects of the currlculum adequately. It shows a good balance of

age and experlence, slightly welghted at the younger end of the
scale, Although qualifications are not outstanding, the staff are
working well beyond thelr paper quallfications., It 15 a strong team
with no serious weaknesses and glving generously of its time outside
the classroom. Ably helped by hils Deputy, the Headmaster has created
through his sincerity and easy humanity an atmosphere in which the
members of the staff can give of their best; thelr sympathetic
understanding of the needs of boys are among the mailn reasons for
the speed with whilch newcomers, whatever thelr age, are absorbed
Into the community. They demand much of the boys and of themselves
and the boys respond well.

The organisatlon 1s a simple one; from three parallel forms in
the first year one group of qQuick Intelllgent boys 1s selected
Lo alm at the Ordlinary level at the end of four years, The school
has largely been successful in avolding with this group damaging
pressure and a narrowing of the course and, on the whole, the arts
and sclence sldes are well balanced. The course does lead to a4 time
allowance for each subject which 1s minimal for full treatment of
the syllabus and to the cutting down of time on all but the academic
subj)ects, although through hobblies and certaln cholces the boys can
pursue the study of art and music. Thls time allowance could lead to
a narrowing of the approach in the individual subjects but thls has
largely been avolded and the treatment of most subjects has been
educationally sound and liberal. It is pernaps the two other forms
which suffer most from this express form, for 1t reduces thelir
organisation to that of a two-=fomm entry school. One form follows
a traditional course leading to the Ordlnary level at tne end of
five years, while the third and weakest form follows largely the
same course with a blas towards 'technical' educatlon mainly
through more time In the workshops. This organisation allows for
few alternatlives and does not offer the cholce or flexibility that
a range of optlons across three forms could offer. This
organlsation has served the school well and helped 1t to attaln
1ts first and maln objJective. Early In the course it has taught
the boys the need for hard work and by establishing examination
success for all three streams 1t has shown the boys what they are
capable of doing. The time may now have come for a further
reassessment of the school's objectlves to see If greater
flexibllity and depth could be added to the already fine
ichlevements. The use of minority time in the sixth form is
jpen to crlticism; 1t 1s doubtful 1f the present diffuse
drrangements are providing much intellectual stimulus or
creative satisfactlion.

With the same singleness of purpose the Headmaster has sought
to give the boys a pride in their school and to build up an
Interesting community. A sensible uniform has been chosen which
allows the older boys certaln varlatlons. Privileges have been
granted to the fifth form and even more to the sixth form. The
Head Boy, his Deputy and five senlor prefects and thelr team of

prefects carry out most effectively supervisory duties. The
bearlng, polse and academic purposefulness of the older boys

are Ilmpressive. Throughout the school the hablit of hard work has
been established and this 1s balanced by a wide cholce of
out=of-school activitles catering for the needs of the varlous
ages., It would be difficult for a boy not to find something to
sult hils tastes In the range offered; the cadet corps, the



varlous games, socletles linked to varlous subjects, and the
literary and debating and dramatic socletles. Most days, elther
during the mid-day break or after school, boys have a chance to
pursue thelr own interests. Service to others is not forgotten,

as can be seen from the 1list of donations to charity. School visits
are organlsed, some near home, some connected with field studies
and some with the linked school at Louviers. All this has helped

Lo widen the boys' Interests. They speak clearly and with
conslderable confldence and lack of self-conscliousness and their
pride In thelr school 1s very evident.

Ties with the parents and 0ld Boys have strengthened still
further the bullding up of this community. Since articles of
government were agreed upon Iin 1955, the Governors have, elther
through thelr termly meetings at which the Headmaster 1s present,
or by Individual vislts, shown their personal Interest In the
school's welfare and pleasure at its development.

Desplte 1ts relative youth, this is a good grammar school.
Since 1ts transfer to these premises it has made rapld strides
so0 that there 1s no serlous weakness in the subjects of the
curriculum. At the same time the out=of=school 1ife shows a
richness and the bearing of the pupils a poise which Indicate
the maturity which the school has already reached. The will to
WOTK and the abllity to rise to an Intellectual challenge have now
been established and accepted as a matter of course. In this short
time the school has reached a platform of highly satisfactory
achlevement from which 1t can now look for 'new peaks to congquer'.



Part 11

LIBRARY

There are two libraries, the senlor with rather more than 4,000
books housed In a room at the end of one wing of the bullding, and
a junior sectlon containing about 500 books for the boys In the
first and second years, recently made by partitloning off part of
a classroom, Untll this year the annual grant was small, too small
in fact to provide for more than a few addlitions each year. Not
only has the grant ltself been substantlally Increased, but a
supplementary grant has been allocated for three years. This will
help to make posslble the further development of the library to
meet more fully the needs of the boys In a school of thls slze,
and to enable the library to play 1ts proper part 'n the 1life and
work of the school.

This development may well bring with 1t problems of accommodation.
The present room. 1s so often In use for private study that its
function as a library has become almost secondary: In the future
allocation ol space, the two sectlons of the library should ideally
be brought together so that all boys can share all the facllities
the library has to offer, Moreover, the ante-room to the llbrary,
which 1s separated from the large room by a partition of less than
celling helght, 1s at present used for some small teachling groups,
an arrangement which 1s disturblng both for the groups and for those
working In the llbrary. Some changes are deslrable when possible.

If the room could revert to 1ts proper use as a library, more
shelving and other fumilture would be requlred.

Provision In the library 1s somewhat uneven. Most sectlions have
some new material, but some books are unattractive and might with
advantage be wlthdrawn.

The extra grant should enable the resources ol the library to
be greatly Increased, s0 that 1t can, for the first time in this
bullding, be fully used.

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION

Although a single weekly period of religlous instruction appears on
the time-table for every form, as many as 40 boys chose to offer the
subject for extermal examination at the Ordinary level last year,
and a like number intend to do the same this year. For these the
only additional tultion 1s that arranged by the masters putside
normal schogl hours - an ancmalous situation that merlits
reconsideration.

No less that ten masters are coicemed with the teaching; though
gne or two have been Involved for reasoms of organisation most are
men of filrm rellzlous convictlon who value the opportunlty of
sharing In the work of the department. They are led by & master
who has amply fitted hlmselfl for the more scholarly studlies demanded
by boys In the sixth form. It iIs open to some doubt whether the
Agreed Syllabus, which has little to say about studles beyond the
fifth form, 1s adequate for the school's needs. Indeed the school
syllabus departs so extensively from the Agreed Syllabus that some
thought should be glven to the gquestion whether compatibllity can
be achleved without sacrifice of the school's maln alms. At present
comparatively little time 1s given to the 0ld Testament.



Nevertheless there 1s no lack of interest or zeal. All the
teaching seen was purposeful and clalmed Interest and serlous
effort on the part of the boys. The Scripture Unlon, which meets
weekly, attracts attendances of up to 100 boys. Thls 1s a tribute
to the abllity of the masters to make religlous matters appear
relevant and Ilmportant.

ENGLISH

English 1s taken by all boys untll they enter the sixth form,
and they offer 1t In the language examinatlon for the General
Certificate of FEducatlon at Ordinary level. English literature
at this stage i1s an optlonal subject. In the slxth form 34 boys
in their first, second or third year, study literature as a maln
subject. HMost boys on the sclence slde have English periods.

The senlor English master 1s asslsted by three full=time
speclalists, All four are honours graduates In the subject; one
is In his first term of teaching. Some Engllish 1s taken by two
other members of staff. The work 1s organlsed according to a
thoughtful and comprehensive syllabus which makes careful
provision for all aspects of the subject at each stage. As a
gulde to the staff it 1s, perhaps, rather detalled, and when
the time comes for revision 1t may be advantageous to emphasise
more clearly those parts which are especially relevant to the
present needs of the puplls.

The teaching 1s competent and well Informed. While it 1s always
purposeful and progressive 1t proceeds in a pleasantly informal way
wiileh Involves the constant particlpation of the boys. They respond
well both in class and In their preparation. The general level of
achievement reflects the work that has been done to establish the
importance of the subject In the school.

The abllity of the older boys to express themselves fluently
and effectively In speech 1s very creditable, and it owes much tO
the encouraging atmosphere of the lessons and to more positive
steps that are taken to promote oral work. There 1s Increasing
competence In wrlting as the boys advance In the school. The
general level 1s good but 1t does not quite reach the highest of
which individual boys seem to be capable. Although the written
work 1s plentiful, and Includes both exposlition and imaglnative
writing, 1t 1s sometimes set on toplcs winich are insufficlently
close to the experlience and interest of the boys. There is a good
standard of knowledge of the llterature prescribed for study, and
the capacity for appreclation and crltlcism develops well. More
might be done to encourage the habit of ambitious Individual
reading, particularly in forms where the burden of homework has
not yet reached maximum. In this connection both the junior and
maln librarles need strengthening, especlially wlth modern drama,
poetry, flctlon and stimulating general wWorks.

S0 far as reading and writing are concerned there may be some
demerlts In an approach which leads to differentlace At times
between language and literature., In general, however, Enzllsh
is in a very healthy state In the school and the standard of
attainment 1s a tribute to the work of boys and staff allke.
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HISTORY

History 1s compulsory untlil the end of the third year, when 1t
becames an option in arrangements which vary from time to time,

Boys may also drop history before entering the fifth form. The
substantial numbers who continue with 1t and offer 1t successfully
In the Ordinary level examination for the Ceneral Certiflcate of
Education are a tribute to the organlsation and teachling of the
subject throughout the school. Sixth form studles are well developed
with 28 boys In their first, second or third years of work for'the
Advanced level or Scholarshlp examinations.

For the first three years the course covers pre=history and
anclent times and British history to 1815. In the fourth year a
number of historical toplcs relevant to the modern soclo=pollitical
scene are studied. The fifth form course consists of the perlod
1815=1939. In the sixth form a course on the British constitution
15 among the possibillties for general study.

Most of the teaching 1s in the hands of two speciallists, the
senlor history master and a recently appointed member of starf.
Both are honours graduates. Some work in the lower forms is
competently taken by & master from another department.

The teaching 1s scholarly and humane, and well adapted to the
various forms. Discussion 1s freely Initliated by the boys and they
form the hablt of consulting books and collecting thelr information
in a critical way. In this they are encouraged by a number of
Interesting projects which are arranged from time to time, such
a5 a4 well-produced study of Croydon or a survey of some aspects

of contemporary culture which is being undertaken in collaboration
wlth the music department.

History 1s well represented In the llbrary and the senior
master has also bullt up a separate collectlion of interesting

books; many are paperback, which are likely to appeal in the
middle school.

Written work 1s competent and purposeful. In the lower and
middle forms, however, there 1s room for more wrliting which calls
for the exercise of historical imagination and of judgment.

The boys at all stages have a good knowledge of the periods on
which they are engaged, and thelr recollection and grasp of the
maln trends in earller periods are above average.

Sixth form work in mediaeval history 1s competent and successful,
and the Interesting cholice of Roman Brltain as a special period has

been well Jjustified, An archaeological soclety has become well
established In the school.

COMMERCE AND ECONOMICS

Almost all the teaching in this department falls to a young master
who is a graduate in economics. In Forms IVT and VT boys who show
serious weakness in French are diverted, Instead, to a course In
commerce leading to the Ordinary level papers In the examination.
Few of the boys chosen by this means appear to be capable of

grappling successhilly with the more dlifficult aspects of the
subject matter.



In the sixth form there 1s a strong following for economics
which alms at the Advanced level papers after a two=year course,
but with, at least for most boys, the unnecessary Insertlon of an
ordinary level examination after one year. The syllabus blends the
study of basic economic theorles with thelr practical applications
and a conslderatlion of some current problems. Untll a better supply
of reference material has been bullt up the course must remalin
rather closely dependent on text-books and current articles.

Lesson material 1s prepared carefully. The older boys show a
very satlisfactory knowledge of classical theory and vocabulary.
In discussing actual events and situations they are prone to
Irrelevancles which call for rigorous direction of argument by
the master. The department shows no lack of vigour or interest.

GEOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

Mearly all boys study geography for the first four or five years;
it 13, however, regrettable that a few may drop the subject after
only one or two years. It 1s also regrettable that In a2 new building
the geography room 1s too small to do justlice to the alms of the
staff, which are summarlsed In the scheme of work in these terms;-
"The puplls should have an actlve rather than passive role In the
studies. They should compile and interpret dlagrams, graphs and
maps showlng geographical data; and projects glving scope for
original observation and research have a part in the scheme".

With a2 minimum time allowance and in spite of inconvenlences
inherent in the premises the staff adhere to these terms of
reference, For younger boys outdoor observatlion 1s carried out

on a small scale in the immediate locallity; for older boys more
ambitious fleld excurslons at a distance are carried out.

For thls forward=lookling pollcy the school owes a great debt to
the master in charge of the department; he 1s well supported by two
young colleagues. They make many useful teaching alds and the rooms
bear the lmpress of sound preparation and good management. The boys
are tralned to think for themselves, and, whlle pressure of time
does not always allow knowledge to be consolldated, examination
requirements are successfully met without loss of educational
quality Iin the treatment. Though the 28 candldates for Advanced
level In the sixth form are not generally of the highest
intellectual callbre they respond well to exacting teachlng.

In the hands of the senior subject master geology shares the
same general qualitles as .gzepography. The teaching alds and
equipment show the result of dillgent and thoughtful planning,
and the boys are glven full opportunity to use available
resources. The subject 1s confined to the sixth form and to
Advanced level work. Due emphasls is given to the various
branches of geology, each belng treated with the thoroyghness
that 1s characterlstic of this well-run department.

MODERN LANGUAGES

Four members of staff, all of whom hold good qualifications in
languages, share the teachlng. The Head of Department, a sensitive
and gifted teacher, has prepared a thoughtful syllabus which gives
considerable help and guldance to the less experienced of his
colleagues. The approach throughout is an oral one and in both
French and German the staff's own command of the language 15
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admirable. French i1s the maln subject taken and there is a keen
desire to use modern methods. The staff are anxious to lntroduce
an audio=visual course and It 1s only the cost which has so far
prevented this. With the means at thelr dlsposal at present, tape
recorder, radlo and television, they have already gone far. Thelr
skill In 1lively and interesting practice of speech patterns with
the younger boys 1s meeting with some success. There are a few
places where work falls below the general high standard but this
1s belng tackled wlth great vigour. On the whole, the oral work
of the boys i1s well above average, not only In the express fomm,
and the free composlitions and much of the written work reach a
very sound level.

The work in the sixth form 1s shared between the members of
staff and once more the Head of Department has worked out an
interesting scheme especlally for the treatment of literature,
This is early in the term t> Judge the work of the Lower S3ixth
although a good beginning has been made; within the second and
third year group the oral work 1s above average. The boys are
very able to dlscuss thelr work freely in the language while
the written work 1s sound, some of 1t most promlsing. The good
examination results of the last few years support this conclusion.

German 1s now started in Form IIIU but the time allocation of
two periods 1s below the effective minimum. WNevertheless, the boys
are working with a will and sound progress 1s belng made. In all
the German classes, this minima2l time allowance 1s bound to effect
what can be achieved, yet thls has not been allowed to prevent the
use of spoken German as the language of the classroom. The work In
the sixth form is promising desplte the shortness of the course,
and examlinatlion results have been satisfactory.

In the sixth form a number from the art and sclence forms meet
once a week to study Russlan. In classes taken by the Head of the
Mathematics Department gramophone records are used to help with
pronunclation but on one period a week progress 1s bound to be
Slow. The use of the tape recorder for practice between the weekly
lesson was discussed. The enthusiasm of the group 1s evident and
has In the past led to a boy successfully galning an Ordinary
level In the examination.

In French and German there is a good nucleus of books
avallable In the llbrary and from stock; the cholce of readers,
of recent additions for the middle school, the good representation
of modern literature for the sixth form are some Indicatlon of the
vizour of the course.

LATIN

with the present organlsation Latin 1s begun by all boys in the
first year when the three forms are ungraded. Subsequently the
boys In the express stream, Form IIIU, almost wlthout exception
£0 On to present the subject at Ordlnary level three years later.
A second form also continues with Latin, but may drop it for
blology after a further year of study. Groups In the sixth form
studyling Latin at Advanced level are not large, about slx or so
in each year at present. No boys are taking Greek this year, but
in the lmmedlate past one or two boys each year have been successful
at Ordinary level In Greek after an intensive course, and four
years ago an Open Award In Classlics was won at Cambridge.



Judged by the proportion of successful entrants In the publlce
examinations, Latin is satisfactorlily and sucessfully established.
This 1s In large measure the result of the nhard work of the head
ol department, an experienced teacher who 1s responsible for much
of the examination work. He has the help of twgo other masters, one
experienced and the other new to teachlng thls term, who have
quallifications in Latin but also glve some time Co other subjects.

The work In the main school is based on a course book which
encourages the use of oral method. The scheme of work postulates
the primacy of the reader, but the teaching approach 1s mainly
linguistic, with thorough learning of accidence and of the rules
of syntax, but much of this Is done In lsplation and separate from
the Latin text. Clearly accuracy is an essential objective, but
may not thls be atralned more confidently and pemmanently and less
laboriously through & wider range of reading and greater use of a
brisk oral interchange In class? AL present the amount of reading
done outslde the prescrlbed texts 1s meagre, s¢ that whether In
translation or in composition the boys do not have enough of the
fluency that close famlllarity wilth Latln texts would glive, Below
the sixth form most of the composition Is of sentences and when
continuous prose 1s begun in eamest In the lower sixth 1t 1s
sometimes unidiomatic and syntactically faulty. It might well be
that a shift of emphasis towards contact with Latin throughout.
in texts and orally, would bring with 1t greater fluency in the
use of Latin and more rewards for the .hard work glven to the
accldence and syntax.

MATHEMATICS

In the mathematlics teaching the head of department and his deputy,
holders of good honours degrees and experlenced teachers with good
achoolmastering qualities, are asslisted by four masters, three of
whom are general honours graduates. Although three have
slmificant, and In the case of the senlor physical education
master considerable responsibilitles outside the subject,
mathematics 1s for all the major teaching assignment. Though
varled in length of experlence and extent of mathematical
background, they form a balanced team of generally scund and,

in places, good strength. One master has yet to fully establish
himsell as a teacher, but all tackle thelr work with forethought
and interest, and evidence a desire to malntain contact with
recent developments in mathematical teachling. A capable
mathematiclian and an energetic teacher of nineteen years'

standing at the school, the head of department leads this stable
team thoughtfully and wltn a cheerful, but effective, competence.
There is good Ipformal contact among staff, which might profltably
be complemented by perlodlc departmental meetings, when toplcs
could be discussed In greater depth.

The syllabus provlides a sound, traditlional course to Ordinary
level, which all boys follow within an allowance of the timetable
which 1s generally adequate, but in the U stream, the minimal
allowance appears to mllitate agalnst a llberal development of
the subject, though In relatively few cases aralnst examination
success, The unifled Jeffery syllabus Is wisely taken at Ordinary
level, but mathematlcs 1s nevertheless essentlally taught as
ceparate suplects. A Trewrltten syllabus, lncorporating the
school's aims might glve wvaluable guidance on the progressive
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teaching of mathematics as a unified subject. Some elementary
navigation 1s included in the later trigonometry and toplcs such
as simple llnear programmlng and easy groups have recently been
attempted in algebra with a few younger forms. Thought might well
be given, however, to strengthening the boys' geometrical
experlence, 1n practice not a strong feature, and to making
fuller use of graphical methods. In additlion, a greater use of
elementary surveylng might contribute valuably to the work in
trigonometry and provide a frultful link with the geography
department, There 1s a falr range of mathematical abllity in

the school, but, although some puplls In the Technlcal stream
show limited understanding and appear to find progress difficult,
with few exceptions boys at all levels work well and achleve very
satisfactory standards. The organisatlon of setting, at a minimum
in Middle and Technical forms from the third year onwards, appears
a development warranting priority.

In the growlng sixth form 78 boys study Advanced mathematlcs.
They Include a blologlst and s1x members of the Arts Slxth, a
commendable feature of the sixth form organisation. Organlised In
two streams to Advanced level, all but 14 of them, who study pure
mathematics only, follow advanced courses In both Pure and Applied
Mathematics. Although thelr ability 1s varled all appear Justified
In followlng advanced courses. The Introduction of a course In
single=subject Pure=and=Applied Mathematics for the less able In
the lower stream might, however, prove advantageous, The Upper
S1xth includes elght third year boys working for university
entrance; a small but useful allowance of the timetable 1is
avallable for them for scholarship level work both In Pure and
Applied Mathematics.

In all slxth forms good, Industrious attitudes are evoked and,
guided by capable teaching, boys achleve through mature and often
remarkably hard application very creditable standards, especlially
In the A forms. The work ls generally well presented, but greater
selectlivity in the cholce of examples might encourage the
development of Increased mathematical finesse and allow more time
for general mathematical (and non-mathematical) reading. A greater
demand on puplls might often be made In class dlscusslon and,
together with a more critlical use of text books, a greater use of
the school and sixth form mathematlical llbraries fostered. These
sections, together comprising some 200 books, contaln many good
cholces, including recent publications, but several books are too
advanced and appear to dlscourage boys from using the library.

On the creatlon thls year of Lower Sixth Blology a useful, and
generously timetabled, supplementary course in mathematics has been
provided leading to the possibllity of the Additlonal mathematics
examination at the end of one year. The ten blologlsts at present
Involved are of varled, but generally only moderate mathematical
abllity; some work well and make reasonable progress, but there are
a number whose effort and grasp of the subject appear limited.
Mathematics In general, however, 1s a subject of proven strength
in the school. With a tradlition of sound work and creditable
academlc success well established, the time appears ripe for
further achlievement through a broadening of alms and an enriching
of the approach to the subject. Such developments could be valuably
stimalated by the provision of a sultably furnished mathematics
room,

11



SCIENCE

The organisation of sclence teaching below the sixth form 1s
somewhat complex. Almost half the boys In Form VU are preparing
for the examination at Ordinary level for the General Certificate
of Education in physlcs, chemistry and blology; all the remalnder
of this form are studylilng physics, generally together with either
chemistry or blology. Form VI 1s studying for the papers In general
sclence, on a time allocation which has amounted to three, four,
five, six and slx periods a week In successlve years. In Form VR
four perliods a week are assigned to physlics, chemistry and blology,
but in each case there is an altermative which may be chosen, and
this has resulted in a minority of boys discontinuing the study of
any sclence after three years In the school.

The objlective of general science for the form which studles a
craft, art and, in most cases, technlical drawlng, 1s open to
question. It 1s reasonable to suppose that these are the boys
most likely to seek employment in Industry, and partlicularly
some form of englneering, at the age of sixteen, and for this
the generally accepted sclentific qualification 18 a knowledge
of physlcs., It 1s suggested that they might well be prepared for
the examlnation in this subject on thelr present time allocatlon,
using the relatively generous provision to enable them to broaden
the objective beyond the examlnation requirement.

As a general rule the study of three sclence sub)ects In
addition to mathematics below the sixXth form 1s regarded as
a departure from a balanced curriculum, but in thls school the
four subjects together never Involve more than a total of 14
periods a week for any boy in Form 4U or 5U so this objection 1s
not applicable. (n the other hand the time available for each
individual subject 1s unusually small, and it 1s natural to look
carefully for evidence of over=pressure and of unsound foundations,
assoclated with methods of teaching which involve excessive
emphasis on examination requirements. There was, In fact, no
evlidence at all of these features, neither with the U stream nor
wlth any other formms. Instead there was everywhere evident a very
satlsfactory standard of knowledge and a very active participation
by the puplls in the lessons visited.

There are 42 boys in the Lower Sclence Sixth, divided for most
purposes Into three groups according to thelir objectives and thelr
background. All, or practically all, are studying physics, but only
a minority take chemistry or zoology. Blology or botany are not at
present offered to them at thils stage, although 1t seems liKely
that those who regquire a broader knowledge of blology will be glven
furcther opportunities at the second-year stage. Those boys who have
~been transferred Into the school at sixth form level are wlsely
‘assoclated In one group, but more skill could be shown in the
content of the syllabus in these early weeks of the school year,
and In the vocabulary employed, In order to make the transition
rather easler for them. In the Upper Sclence Sixth there are 49
boys, Including 11 at the third-year stage. Elght of the second=year
boys and flve of the thlrd-year are working for scholarship papers
in physics and chemlstry respectively. Second and third=year puplls
form two teachlng groups for most of thelr perlods. Such assessment
a5 18 possible at such an early stage of the year suggests that
standards and attitude to work are as satisfactory In the sixth
form as at lower stages of the school.
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The work of the department has already outgrown the
accommodation originally provided for 1t, and an additional
laboratory 1s now In use, The full-slize laboratories are well
furnished and reasonably well equipped, and there are such useful
ancillaries as a dark room, 4 heated greenhouse, a balance room,
and a lecture room, although the latter 1s not very well fumlished.
In addicion there is a small awkwardly-shaped laboratory originally
intended for advanced work but never used for 1t which rfalls at
present to meet any useful teaching purpose. There 1s one very
obvlous and serious weakness in equlipment - library books, both In
nunber and quallty, centrally housed or in the laboratorles, are
totally Inadequate for reference or general reading requirements.

The senlor sclence master 1s responslble for the organisation of
the department as a whole, and a perlod 1s set aslde each week for
meetings of the staff concerned, who number nine in all, six fully
employed within the department. The head of department and the
senior chemistry master are both very experlenced and efficlent
teachers who have spent many years at thls school; all others are
much younger, having held thelr present posts from one to six years,
and the standards of work already mentioned reflect the way in which
they have established themselves as efficlent members of the team.

ART

The art master, who 1s an Assoclate of the Royal College of Art and
was appolnted In 19545, 1s responsible for teaching the subject
throughout the school. In the first three years the boys take wood
and metalwork for half the year and art for the other half year. It
is disappointing to find that 1t 1s not possible for the younger
boys to study the subject throughout the whole year. In the fourth
forms the boys choose whether they will offer art at Ordinary level
and approximately 35 hope to do so. It 1s gratifylng to notice that
art has a place iIn the,sixth form cultural course.

Unfortunately the art room 1s not large, the lighting 1s poor,
storage space 1s qulite Inadequate and developments in the course
cannot be anticipated fully in such limited accommodat!on.

The Inspection took place at the beginning of the school year
when there had been little time to complete current work, but the
selection for the previous year showed that much sincere teaching
had resulted In good drawing. Palnting from still 1life was vigorous
and bold studles from life and natural forms was seen. The tralning
has conslisted malnly of two dimensional work and 1t would seem that
thls 1s the time to reconsider the course and offer more opportunity
for three dimensional experimental work and for craft work. Although
1ino block printing and typography have been Introduced, they might
well be studied In greater depth and In relation to bookcraft.

More attentlon might be pald to ways of developing visual
awareness and of displaying work In the art room. Deslpn related
to the home and everyday things could well be considered as an
important part of the tralning.

Much Interest 1s given to creating sets for the school's
dramatic performances and to various social activities. Records
show that the contribution made by the art master and interested
puplls has been very conslderable over the years.
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The art library includes some good and useful volumes but this
might well be extended to Include more transparencles and also
objects and materials which are so necessary If the tralning 1s
to be enriched.

HANDICRAFT

The department 1s housed In an attractive, well appolnted practlical
block which 1s segregated from the maln school bullding. Woodwork
and metalwork are taught In separate workshops In which the natural
lighting 1s disappointingly poor. The provislon of fluorescent tube
lighting in both rooms 1s recommended. There Is ample storage for
tools and materials but space for large pleces ol woodwork 1s
limited. Some additional items of equipment are required and these
were discussed at the time of the lnspection as were the
complexltles of the allocatlon of time for handicraft. It was
suggested that first year puplls might be glven a double weekly
period throughout the year which would enable them to galn limited
experlience of both crafts. In the second year, and some or all
subsequent years, the ablest pupils might be allotted some tCime In
winich to enj)oy such creative activitles as art and its associated
crafts, woodwork and metalwork with freedom CLo change from one Lo
another at appropriate times. The second year Middle and Technlical
streams should briefly consolldate the basic technlques of both
crafts before makKing a responslible cholce of a single craft to
pursue for the remalnder of the course.

The subjects are taught by two capable masters, one of whom 1s
responsible for careers which required as qualifications Ordinary
level of the General Certificate of Education. Although they work
in thelr own rather lsolated spheres, the success of the Technlcal
stream which was initlated [lve years ago is due In no small
measure to thelr efforts in providing interest, incentive and a
sense of achlevement for these puplls. They glve generously of
thelr time to handlcraft activities outside school hours.

The woodwork scheme consists of a commendably short basic
course which leads quickly to Indlvidual work. That for metalwork
1s rather orthodox In content and Insufficlencly permissive at
the Intermediate stage. The range of work In both crafts could
venture beyond present limits through the Individual interests
of the puplls.

Slzeable, soundly constructed and well made pleces of woodwork
are made In the fourth year but the work in the fifth year 1s
somewhat undermined by the rather illusory pressures of the
external examinatlion. The metalwork reaches a good standard of
craftsmanship while being 1imited in ambltion. The value of the
teaching would be much enriched il the techniques and planning
Involved In the work were presented to the boys as problems for
discussion. It 1s recommended that the teaching of technology
should begin sooner and through the medla of the practlical work,
reading and written expression. Thls would only be possible 1If
additional reference books and magazlnes were provided. Puplls
should be encouraged to wear some kind of protective clothing.
Consideration might be glven to the Introduction of a short course
In techniques and processes for puplls in the science sixth.
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TECHNICAL DRAWING

The handicraft masters share the teaching of technical drawing
which 1s taken to the Ordinary and Advanced levels of the
General Certiflcate of Educatlion.

There 1s a light, spaclous drawing office which 1s appropriately
furnished. Very sultable equipment 1s provided,

The subject 1s taught from the third year onwards and adequate
time 1s allocated throughout.

The areas of study are stated in some detall in the syllabus
but some expositlon ¢of the approach to the subject would be
beneficlal In co—ordinating toe ldeas and efforts of the teachers.

The language of drawlng would be made more meaningful and
purposeful by the provislion of a number of small machine parts,
castings and other solids for the puplls to sketch prior to
drawing in prnJectiﬂn. Such work would replace some of the
exerclses derlved from the textbooks and enable the relatlonshlps
between plane and solld geometry and machine drawlng to be better
understood.

The work in the sixth form 1s of praiseworthy excellence. In
the lower forms 1t 1s less accurate and lacks neatness and clarity
of line. The assessment of the drawings 1s done through discussion
wlth each pupil and it 1s suggested that this method might be
supplemented by qualitative marking which might determine good
standards from the outset,

MUSIC

There 1s conslderable vitality and enterprise In the musical 1life
of the school. These derlve mostly from the many years of
unselflish and enthusiastic service provided by the muslc master.
As a result of his stimulating class-work the boys respect muslc
as & subject and develop a good deal of interest and knowledge.

The school has done well with its string training, most of the
tultion being given by the music master and his part-time
assistant, but with a visiting teacher also helping. Good results
are obtained in the Royal Schools examinations both for violin and
for plano, including the more advanced grades. Several boys
perform in adult orchestras outside school and a few have gone on
Lo study at one of the London music colleges. There are several
choral groups Including a madrigal cholr. Opportunities are
provided at school concerts for sololsts and chamber groups to
gain experlence, and 1t 1s particularly pleasing to find ltems
seemingly of a mature nature composed by some of the boys. A
[ew Doys take Ordlnary or Advanced level music annually and
results in the last few years have been promising.

The practical support which the music master receives from a
number of colleagues and from the Headmaster doubtless encourages
him to glve 50 freely of his time and effort for the sake of the
school. Thls contrlbutes too, to the very good spirit which is
apparent in 211 the school's musical activities. A project for
the future whlch would flourlsh In thils school would be the
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production of woodwind and bass players In simllar proportions
to 1ts strings. For thls, however, the school would need
additional help from visiting tutors, The possession of a very
pleasing plpe organ in the hall encourages a number of boys to
learn this instrument, and provies a sultable accompaniment to
the singing at moming assembly.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

A good variety of physical activity 1s avallable to the boys.
Assoclation football, lacrosse, cricket, athletics, cross country
running and swimming are carefully coached and arganised in a
series of Inter-school and inter-house events whlle the older boys
have additlonal opportunities to take part In tennls, badminton,
basket ball, golf and archery.

The facilitles for these activities and for the physical
tralning lessons are good although there l1s some shortage of
storage space for games equipment. The playing flelds are well
maintained and well used, the gymnasium 15 large and well
equipped, and the outdoor training area at the school 1s
invaluable,

Two speclallst teachers share the responsibllity for the
physical training lessons. The boys respond well to stimulating
teaching and work with a will.

Credit 1s due to all those members of staff who work so well
to further the physlical well belng of the boys.
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Appendix 1
NUMBERS AND AGES OF BOYS IN FORMS

¥umbers of Boys in the School whose
ages on ist October, 1063, were:i-

11 12 13 14 18 14 17

Total Average and and and and and and and 18

¥o. of Age under under under wunder under under wunder ond
Form Sovys Y. X. 12 13 14 i5 18 17 18  over
I1G 32 1 7 Z8 3 - - - - - -
IH 32 i1 6 Z9 3 - - - - = &
IN 32 i1 8 28 4 = - = = = -
IIK 24 12 6 - 21 3 - v - - -
IIM 33 2 v = 27 & = - - - -
IIIU 30 iz 8 - 24 8 - - - - -
I1IG a7 i3 9 - - 20 T - - - -
IIIM 3& i3 8 - - 30 2 - - - A
IVU 3 13 8 b = 25 7 = = B .
IVA S4 14 10 = - = 23 9 2 - -
IVD 28 14 8 - - ™ s - - -
W 34 14 7 - - - 28 3 - - -
VB 235 15 11 - - - - 11 11 1 -
VR &9 6 @ - = - = 27 2 - -
¥T 30 15 & - = - = i8 12 e p
L.VI
Sc.B. 11 6 3 - - - - 4 6 1 -
L.VI
Sc.i 14 16 5 - - - - S 10 2 -
L.VI
Bc. A. 17 15 4 2 = = = & i2 - -
L.VI
Arts. 28 8 2 = = - = & 19 e =
. VI
Sc.0 21 17 8 = - = = = 3 18 =
U.VI
Sc.A. 28 8 @ - - - - o B 1G 4
U, vl
Arts. 32 1w 2 - = = = - 10 20 2
Totals 588 B8 82 90 89 g0 95 a0 8




Appendix 11

CAREERS OF SCHOOL LEAVERS
1961 1968 1963

UNIVERSITY and OTHER FULL-TIME LEGREE COURSES. 18 54 28
TRAINING COLLEGES, Art Schools, Schools

ol Masic, etc, 4 ] 4
FURTHER EDUCATION COURSES, Bullding,

Catering, etc. - - 5
BANKS, INSURANCE, ACCOUNTANCY,

CIVIL SERVICE, LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 13 20 &7
FORCES and POLICE. 3 2 2

BUSINESS FIRMS, Adminlstration, Clerical,
Advertlising, and mlscellaneous posts. 26 21 36

18 M 8961 145 12/63 TL



