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I. The following passage is taken [rom a study of the relation-
ship between a child’s home background and his performance
at school. Using only the information in the passage, write a
summary consisting of fwo paragraphs:
(@) the advantages which a first-born child is likely to
possess; and

(b) the advantages which a youngest child is likely to
pOSSess,

( Your whole summary must not exceed 150 words altogether,
and, at the end of it, you must state the number of words used.)

Do not (ry to summarize everything in the passage, but select
from it the material needed for your graphs.. These .
should be written in concise, clear English, and as far as
possible in your own words, although you may retain words
and brief expressions which cannot be accurately or economi-

cally replaced.

The experiences of a child, inside the home and out of it, are
influenced to a considerable extent by his position in the
family, by whether, for example,-he is-an-only child or the
cldest or youngest one. First-born children, from their
carliest years, are subjected to a great deal of stimulation by
adults which their later-born brothers and sisters may miss,
They are closer to their parents; on the other hand, they miss
the stimulus of having older children to play with, The first-
born child may suffer from the inexperience of his parents,
and his younger brothers and sisters may reap the benefit of
the lessons learnt at his expense. At school, the first-born
child i1s often absent in the early years, owing to childish
infections which he passes on to the other members of his
family, so that when they come to school in their turn they
have acquircd immunity and lose less schooling. A less direct
influence on first-born children will come from the fact that,
in many families, they have the new clothes and the new toys
and pass them on to their younger brothers and sisters.

The youngest child might be expected to enjoy considerable
advantages in education. A later-born child learns to talk
carlier than the first-born and, in poor families, the extra money
brought into the home by elder brothers and sisters who are
out at work might allow the parents to keep him at school
after fifteen. It might also encourage them to send him to a
grammar school because, with the help of the older children,
they can afford to duy the necessary uniform, and forgo his
later earnings. The youngest children, moreover, when
provisions for education are expanding, will have better
opportunities than their elder brothers and sisters for going
to grammar schools and for proceeding to the universities
or other forms of higher education.
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In later life it scems that the cldest child stands out as
superior in achievement. Galton, for example, obscrved In
1874 that distinguished English men of science were mose
oflen eldest or only sons than younger sons, He qualified this
by saying that cldest sons were ‘more likely to become
possessors of independeat means and therefore able to
follow the pursuils that have most attraction to their tastes;
they are treated more as companions by their parents and
have earlier responsibility, both of which would develop
independence of character; probably also the first-born of
families not well-to-do in the world would gencrally have
more attention in his infancy, more breathing space and better
nourishment, than his younger brothers and sisters in their

several turns’.

More recent studics in America and Italy have confirmed
that scientists and university professors are drawn mainly
from the eldest and, 10 & lesser extent, from the youngest
sons: the eldest sons too get more than their fair share of
print in the Dictionary of National Biography, where the lives
of those who have left their mark on the world are recorded.

‘ Turn over
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2. Read the following passage (which has been divided into
three sections !'or your convenience) and answer the 'ques:
tions. ST

{The narrator's ‘mother had died in gnng ‘birth to a ba‘ny
boy, born dead.] A IR .

I have no more to say of my mothl:r and of herfunﬂml
only so much as records thc least part of my gricf. Some of
her relations came, whom I cannot dqstmctl ‘remember
seeing at any other time: a group of elderl Jr “and “hard-
featured women, who talked of me as ‘the child,” Very much 5
as they might bave talked of some troublesome mlde of
bamga and 'who turned ‘up their noses at my mndfaﬂm
who, for hls part, was uneasily respectful, calling each’ of
them ‘mum’ very often.’I was not attracted by my mother’s
relations, and I kept as near my grandfather as'pouibla. 10
feeling a vague fear that some of them might have a'design

of taking me away. Though none see.mod “in” the Ieast
ambitious of that responsibility., U R LS

They were not all women, for there Wwas ‘one quiet Ilttlc
man in their midst, who was in the custody of the and 15
grimumest oﬂad[a whom the others called Aunt-Martha,. ..
He was so oompletc. in her custody that after some con-
sideration I judged he must be her son; though indeed he
scemed very old for that, I now believe him to have been her
husband; but I cannot remember to have heard his name, and 20
I cannot invent him a better one than Um Martha

B .«f 5"
Uncle Martha would have behaved  quite m:ll 1 am
convinced, if he had been left alone, and would ham acquit-
ted himself with perfect propriety in all the transactions of
the day; but it seemed to be Aunt Martha's immovable 25
behef that he was wholly incapable of any-action, even the
mplest and most obvious, unless impelled by shoves and
jerks Conaeql;.lm ly he was shoved into the mourning
carriage — we had two - and jefked into the corner opposite
:;o the one he m!eitcd shoved tl:ut — almost otﬂ aﬂtft"oursh-a- piil: 30
occm an ving him catering the little'c
of his omonon,m Marr.!:uas om'tooi him and jerked
lummﬂme.Thlsmmplcpfesemhumprusadﬂlcothu
ladies with the expediency of shoving Uncle Martha at any
convenient oppomm:ty. $o that he arrlved hnmc with us at 35
last in a severcly jostled condition. A
‘Ah well)’ thaFntAunt,shahnghm:hmd ‘with a
sigh tlut! sumted rcp]ct:on, ‘ah wcll xt's what we mmt
come to!’
There had been a deal of other conversation, but T remem- 40
buthhmmarkbccauutthuAumhadakpadymademm
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“*Ah, indced,” assented another aunt, a thin one, "so we

must, sooner or later.’

‘Yes, yes; as I often say, we're all mortal.’

*Yes, indeed!” 45

‘We've all got to be born, and we've all got to die.’

*That’s true!’

‘Rich and poor - just the same.’

IAh !'l'

‘In the midst of lifc we're in the middle of it.’ 50

‘Ah yes!’

Grandfather Nat, dﬁﬂy %‘ ressed, made haste to rcfill
the Fat Aunt's glass, a the cake-dish nearcr. Aunt
Martha jerked Uncle Martha s elbow towards his glass,

which he was neglecting, with a sudden nod and a frown of 55
pointed significance - even command.

C
‘What a blessing the child was took too!’ was the Fat
Aunt's next obscrvation.

‘Ah, that it is!’ murmured Lhe chorus. But I was puzzled
and shocked to hear such a thing said of my little brother. 60

‘And it's a good job there's only one left.”
The chorus agreed pam . I began to feel that 1 had scriously

disobliged my mother's relations by not dying too. .
‘And him a boy; boys can look after themsclves.! This
was a thin aunt’s opinlon. 65

*Ah, and that's a blessing,’ sighed the Fat Aunt, ‘a great
blessing.’

*Of course,” said Aunt Martha, *And it"s not to be expected
that his mother’s rclations can be burdened with him.'

‘Why, no indeed!’ said the Fat Aunt, very decisively. 70

‘I'm sure it wouldn't be poor Ellen’s wish to cause more
trouble to her family than shc has!"' And Aunt Martha, with
a frown at the watercress, gave Uncle Martha anothcr jolt.
It seemed to me that he had really eaten all he wanted, and
would rather leave off; and I wondered if she always fed him 75
like that, or if it were only when they were visiting.

‘And besides, it would be standing in the child's way,’
Aunt Martha resumed, ‘with so many openings as there is in
the docks bhere, quite handy

Perhaps it was because I was rather dull in the head that 80
day, from one cause and another; at any rate [ could think

of no other openings in the docks but those between the ships
and the jetties, and at the lock-sides, which pcople some-

—_———————— _—
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times fell into, in the dark; and I.gathered a hazy notion
that 1 was expected to make things comfoﬂable b)' gomg 85
out and drowning myseif.

‘And many a boy's gone out to work no older.’, ‘ _.f g
‘Ah, and been members of Parliament aﬂcrwards t.oo

The prospect of an entry into Parliament. presented-so
stupeflying a contrast with that of an immersion in the dock 90
that for some time the ensuing conversation made little
impression on me. At last the food and drink were all ‘gone.
Whercupon the Fat Aunt sighed her last ‘moral sentiment,
Uncle Mmha was duly shoved out on the quay. and I was
left alone with Grandfather Nat, : teaisy 95

‘Well, St:wy old mate,‘ said my gmndt‘athcr. draw:ugme
on his knee. us lwo § left alone laft alpnc, oldma.l.e adntd

i 1' i.'*"
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Answer the following questions in your own words as far as
possible, Questions marked with an asterisk (*) should be
answered very briefly, and in these answers complete sen-
tences are not essential. (For instance, an answer may
consist of a clause: ‘Because . . .”) Other questions should
be answered in complete and correct sentences,

From Section A.

(@) What is suggested about the boy’s family by the state-
ment ‘whom [ cannot distinctly remember seeing at any
other time® (Il 3-4)?

(6) What is implied about the redatives’ attitude to the boy
by their reference to him as ‘the child’ (L. 5)7?

(¢) Explain clearly what is meant (in view of what happens
in the story) by ‘nonc was in the [east ambitious of that
responsibility’ (Il 12-13).

(d) (i) What is implied by the phrase that the quiet little man
was ‘in the custody” of his wife (I, 15)?

(if) Why is the name ‘Uncle Martha’ the most approp-
nate on¢ for the quiet little man (1, 21)?

From Section B:

() Explain, with particular reference to the words in
italics, what is meant by the statement that, left alone,
Uncle Martha *would have acquitted himself with perfect
propriety in all the transactions of the day' (11, 23-25).

*{(/) (i) Descnibe in a word or short phrase:
(@) Aunt Martha’s behaviour towards her hushand.
(6) Uncle Martha's behaviour towards his wile,

(i1) What does the behaviour of the other women
present show about their opinion of Uncle Martha?

*(2) Give in a single word or short phrase the meaning of fwo
of the lollowing words as used in the passage:
expediency (1. 34); repletion (l. 38); assented (1. 42);
significance (l. 56). .

(/) In line 41 we are told about a remark that the Fat
Aunt had made that she had ‘already made it twice',

What orher evidence is there in this section of this lady's
habit of repeating hersell'?

Turn over
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From Sectlon C2.... ;.. 5% 2o,
() Why is the narrator ‘puzzled and shocked' (Il, 59-60) by
* what is said about his littlc brother?
(j) (l)ﬂ%at does the boy fecl isimplied by the remark, ‘“And
- it's a good job there’s only one left’ (1. '61)?
(il) What is the rcal reason that the relatives are glad the
-remaining child is a boy?
*(%) ?l) 17\?31)1‘?1 does Aunt Martha mean by the word ‘openings’
| "E(ii):Whnt';'two things have been ‘said to make the boy
~ think that he is expected ‘to make things comfortable by
~going out and drowning’ himself (ll. 85-86)?
() What is the real reason for one of the relatives men-
) 39:&%'1303!3 who had bécome members of Parliament

:h‘f, '-l' AMEEL)

.F)'om: the whole passage L
(m) What do you leamn of Grandfather Nat's attitude to the
-~ o Temale: relatives 7 Answer dn-not: more than-20. words,
writing in ¢drrect, complete sentences,
*(n) What are the molives which chiefly determine the be-
haviour of the female relatives?

(0) What arc the chiel emotions cxgm'icnoed by the boy
+ “during the course of the passage ? Give them in the order
““in ‘which they occur, ‘using not 'more ‘than 40 words
. f"_u!togclthcr, and write in correct, complete sentences.
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