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“Muy we not, to begin unth, accepl Wos greall prrinciple
—that as our bodics, to be o health, wust be generally
erercised, so owr minds, to be wm heelth, must be generally
HHJS;'IHI’.["I'E.!' }'H"Hi TH”"H!.['! 'H‘l'.i.t {:”i‘lt'.' fE THIITE IH'_"'[H”.FI.EI H.!}H'_I' h‘EH’E
strong arms but was paralytic in his feel; nor one who
etndd wallke well, but had no use of s lhands; nor one
whe could not see well, if hel could nos hear. You would
not voluntaridly reduce your bodies to any such partially
developed state. Much inore, then, you would not, if you
could help it, reduce your minds to 1t. Now, your mninds
are endowed with o vast number of gifts of totally dif
ferent uses=—linbs of aind as it were, which, if you don't
erercise, you cripple.  One & curiosity; that is a gift, o
capacity of pleaswre of knowig; which if you destroy,
you make yourselves cold and dull.  Another i sympathy
the power of sharving in the feelings of living crealures;
which, if you destroy, you make yourselves hard and eruel
Another of your limbs of nund i admiration; the power
of enjoying beauty and ingenuily; which, if you destyoy
yow nake yourselves bagse and irreverent, Another {8 wit
or the power of playing with the lights on the many sices
of trath; which, if you deslroy, you make yourselves
ooy, and less useful and cheering to others than yow
nught be. So that i choosing youwr way of work it should
be your aim, as for as possible, to bring out all Lhese
Jueullies, as far as Lhey ertsl in you; not one merely ! nor
another, but all of them. dAnd the way tu bring them
out, is simply to concern yourselves atlenlively with the
subjects of each faculiy. To cultivete sypmpatly you must
be among lHving ereabures, wul thinking abowd them; and
lo cultivale adogralion, yow must be ameong hf_‘“"ﬂ!f!‘”f
thiengs and Toeking at then.

JOHN RUSKIN: "“The Tiwn Palhs™
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EDITORIAL

UR new School, tucked away
O under the heights of Adding-

ton, has an inspiring posilion,
but it has been slow to move our
contributors, and we have had to
wail longer than usual to complele
our allotted pages. Finally, how-
cver, there was enough maternial for
us to be discriminating, and we would
thank several boys for arficles and
poems Wwe have been unable to
mclude,

The contemporary scene has
been Lhe inspiration of many of our
contributors. The pucls (and there
arc a moodly number of them this
time) have heen moved by the Mill,
by the weather, by the night —and
one hy a moss! Jeffery's Spanish
song, however, has ils origin further
aficld, as has his hno-cut (another of
his commendable pieces of workl
But the prose wnters have travelled
even further—one to the Anlaivtic
and another (v outer space. The
reader can dron back Lo euth, how-
ever. 1o read how a sixth former challenged o redoubtable international
evelist and how a fifth former got into films (if only for a day).

Among the numerous reporls there are two of special interest: the
one (with photograph) of our Organ Dedication Ceremony; and the one
of our School play, * Tead of Tead Hall”. Old Boys will also be interested
to read that the speaker at I'ounder’s Day was one of their members, the
Rev. Norman Baldock (1941-47).

“Letters from the University " is a new feature we aic still one day
hoping to start. So those old boys concerned, please note. Similarly,
we are anxious fo have a new cover design, but that also seems to be
lomorrow apd pel foday,
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FOREWORD by the Headmaster

THE END OF EDUCATION

YHE possible closure, by Shropshire Education Commitlee, of the
one-form-entry Grammar School in the liltle town of Wem is, iIn
itself, hardly an evenl o arouse much interest among Croydon boys or
their parents, Reading about it in a local paper interested me, because
Wem happenad 1o be our opponenls in the [ust cricket mateh 1 ever
played in for my School, Whal may be of inierest to all of us, however,
i= o remark by the Chairman of the School's Governors in his vigorous
letter opposing the clasure.  Afler recalling the history of the School over
300 years, deploring the Commitiee’s intention lo send boys long distanczs
ta reach other and larger scheels, and reviewing recent examination
successes, he pointed lo the many Old Boys who are giving fine service
to the neighbourhaod and made this remark, which | think worth
recording © * At the end of an education is a man, not a cerlifizate™.

I hope no one will misunderstand my purpose in drawing atiention
to these words. 1 am not underestimating the value of examinalion suc-
cesses. There is no reason why, at the end of an cducation, there should
aot be a man with a certificate; but if one had to chooss hetween character
and qualification as an indication ol future usafulness, then 1 feel that
character would be the surer criterion. Tn practice the distinclion seldom
needs to be made: one way in which character manifests itselt is in
perseverance and the mastering of difficult problems, which is the sure
way towards academic success.

fnt if we look at the Chairman’s statement a little more widely, it
will be apparent thal il contains much 10 make any reflective boy embark
on some usclul self-examinaticn. Is he still inclined to the viev* that he
comes to School simply to gain General Certificate? A school would be
a poor place if all thought and acted thus. Tz he conscious of having
rights, but never considers that he has obligations to the community
which pays for his education? Has he ever regarded edusation as a
privilege? Tle would scon do so if it were denied him. Has he ever
tried 1o give anything to the School as well as gain from il? Is he, as a
result of his membership here, more kindly and tolerant towards others
more firm in doing what he knows to be right, more considerate, more
courteous and mere brave? '

It is, of course, only occasionally and unobtrusively that any of us
submits himself to such conscious self-analysis. Possibly, many drift
throuch life without ever deing so. But it is distressing to find a boy in
this School but. in spirit, not really of 1l; and conversely it is a solendid
and heartening thing when one gives a leaver the final handshake, mol
knowing, perhaps, his G.C.E. results, but cerlain that he leaves the School
a finer fellow, already endowed with more than a little of the art of living.
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NEWS MISCELLANY

"VI’:’ were pleased to welcome five new members of Stafl last September.

Mr. D. E, Thumas comes o us [rom Heath Clark School and is Mr.
Chinnock’s successor in the Woodwork and Metalwork cenlre. In additjon
he 15 an expert in italic handwriling and has started lunch-hour classes far
those interested. M. R. Shanock, B.Sc., comes to us from Lancaster
Royal Grammar School and has taken Mr. Alexander’s place i the
Mathematics depariment. He is also a specialist in electronics and has
taken charge of the Radio Society. Mr. B. A, Catchpole, B A,, has come
to us from the Royal Free School, Windsor, o lake jumor arts subjects
and games and (o assist with the Cadet Corps. Mr, K. B, Simpson, B.Sc,
(King's Caollege, London) and Mr. §. F. Murray, B.A. (a graduate in
Physical Education from Birmingham University) are both first appoint-
menis and both eager lo serve lhe School.

Of sixth formers who left last September we understand that
[, J, Dowic is al Imperjal College, London, studving engincering.
G. L. Rosher is at Universily College, sindying biochemistry.

A. D, Purnell 15 al Selwyn College, Cambridge, studying Mathemaltics and
Physics.

J. Ward 15 at Chelsea College of Pharmacy,

1. Wood is at the Royal Dick Veterinary College, Edinburgh.
M. P Tluggett is at Loughborough College of Technology.

B. M. Faulkner is at Birmingham University studying biology,

Jd eorner uf the Dinning Foyer



We are pleasced to congratulate M. I, Ilolden (U.VIa) on gaining a
place by competitive examination at Exeter College, Qxflord,

Older Old Boys will be plessed lo know thal an enlarged photograph
ol Mi. Field (the School's first head masler) will shorlly be hung in the
foyer alongside the portrajt of Mr, McLeod.

Ten thowsand saw I ab a glanee Well, 30,000 anyway! This is the
estimated number of blooms to be seen in the Spring as a resull of our
Grand Aulumn Bulb Planting, It should indeed be o sight 1o see and may
well give pause to the passer-by in Upper Shirley Road.  All parents are
corchally inviled when the ime comes (o see The resulls ol thewr kimd Babours,

Much other prooeess hag been jpade n the cultivation and beautifying
vl Lhe School precincts, Koses and shrubs of ynany varicties have been
planted, mounds have been turfed, undulations levelled, and all the land
bevond the Mill grassed. Here we shall be able to have cricket and fool-
ball practice, but alas ! we have no good ncws of our Sports Field proper
in Oaks Road, It seems certain that season 1956-57 will find us improvising
again, as thig year, to the continued detriment of School sport,

The tuck shop is now doing a steady daily trade thanks chiefly to
ihe backroom work of Mr. Richardson, assisted by Mr., Fisher and Mr.
Warne. The latter, with the help of the L.VI Remove, has recently prepared
the conciete site on which the permanent lock-up shop will soon be erected.

Fifth Form Folies

* Misx Havisham was jilted by her lover at the eleventh hour, wiinch
in her case was (Wenly munutes to nine’ .

*“ Although she loved him . . . 7 : Adverbial Clause of obsecssion,

TO THE MILL i

Nark, sombre walls, a roof of while,
Tiny windows to let in the lighl,

A sloul old door, lour stalely arms,
You wie our mull, these are your charms.

In days gune by, you fed folk here,

With lowr ground from lhe gulden ear,
And though wour arms lie now so sull,
You are our friend. our own old null

T. CRAGGS—II11u,

Lh



THE DEDICATION OF THE SCHOOL ORGAN

o rl‘HRDUGH elfforts and donations made beiween 1952 and 1935, the
Staff, Parents, Pupils, Old Boys and other friends of the School,
purchased this organ in anticipation of our entry inte a new building, and
as a gift 1o all who will join the School in the coming vears.™
Alter interesting weeks when the instrument took shape before our
eyes and when the builders’ skill became very obvious to us, the organ
was completed well in advanee of Open Day, July 20th. The pro-
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portions, the hlending of timber with timber, the plainness of the metal
pipework, all conspired to satisfy in the main the aesthetically sensitive,
bhut we awaited the official day before the organ’s true purpose was fully
exposed to our attentive and very satisfied ears, Ably carried out by the
Venerable C, F., Tonks, M.B.E., the Dedication included prayers which
stressed the place of music as the handmawden of religious oObservance
from ancient times and eulogised ths solemn and sacred music of the
organ as an aid to our Schoal worship, and so the large assembly was
directed to the foeal point of the service. Majestic lines from Dryden’s
Ode to the Patron Saint of Music had been effectively recited by Smalley
and an exiract in similar vein from Milton’s * Il Penseroso™ were later
quoted by the Head Boy, Maitthews. The organ was ceremoniously
* played-in "—and what could be a more appropriale choice than * Two
Trumpet Tunes and Air" by Purcell—=by our puest organist, Mr, Alwyn
Surplice, B.Mus.,, F.R.C.O., ol Winchester Cathedral, who also accom-
panied two fline hyimns of praise which were efficiently led by the Choir.
Alec Rowley's anthem, ' Praise”,was also fully appreciated by the Chair,
proving a notable link in the apostrophising of the * Master of Music
and Loveliness™.

Superkh organ playing was enjoyed later in the evening and details
of the recital are appended. High tribute was paid to the gquality of the
instrument in its present form and reference was made to jts future poten-
tialities, The audience remained in large numbers after the official pro-
gramine wasg :;umpll.:h:, happily interested in the succession of players who
followed Mr. Surplhice—representatives of Bishop and Son; Mir. Gordon
Phillips, a distinguished Church Music composer and much associated with
the Royal School of Church Music; and Mr. Gray, Organist of Leicester
Cathedral.  Such authorities did not hesitate ta praise our good fortune,
and so 4 memorable day was ar its end.

Pragramme of the Reecital

I. Toccalg and Fugue n D MiBOr. ..o mivesirmmminrrsnssass Bach
r G © NS T e v p I LT T P samuel Wesley
B PASIOTEIE: i s ia s s s e i s BB B rRCk
4. (a) Allepretto: (b) Antante Tranqillo ........ Percy Whitlock
5. Chorale Preludes:

(a) O God Thou art Faithful
(b) How Lovely Shines the Morning Star ... Tlor Peeters

6. {a) Prelude; (b) Reverie ............ccoiveeecmnne.... W. H. Harris
T R R St TR R ORI TN 1k bl wn Sk LB i i S & e e Crigout
8. Chorale Improvisalion on
“MNow Thank we all our God™ ............... Karg-Elert
J.N.H,

MUSIC NOTES

gUMMER Ternmm normally provides a break [rom inlensive musical
b 4 . ; , ; :

pursuils, bul this year the Choir was kepl in special preparation for the
JJrgan Opening, an event reported elsewhere. On Tuly 22nd Mr., Hancock
gave a short Organ Recital prior te o joint meecting of old and present
poys of the School. Al the end of term, Bower and Jones, R. D, gained

sood passes in G.C.E, Music,
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With the new term we were pleased to find much enthusiastic support
from the four first forms. The Choir has received an admirable comple-
'ment of trebles, but support from (he Upper Schuol remains woefully
Clinuted. . Several uselul senior pianisis, however, have joined us and the
tireless work of Shelley in connection with the play deserves greal com-

~'mendation.  Perhaps because of so much activity within the School, two
"-gulside concert wvisits with the purpose of hearing Leon Goossens—dis-
: ﬂngumhud oboz szleist—and Jack Brviner, clarinetist, have received scant

e

‘supporl, Conversely, scveral mainsiays of the School Orchestra have

:-"'[i'r't‘i_w:rl their worth as vocalists in " Toad of Toad Hall”, thus widening
““their musical experience. The Orchestra itself is delighted 1o welcome

Brown, a capahle cornet player, and Dayliss, a junier at least who comes
'ta us already able to play the violin, For the future alse we hold high
‘hopes thal a pew vielin class of record numbers will ultimately lead the
“way to a larger Orchesira. '

: Excellenl suppeort was forthcoming for onr Reesital on October 26th,
Mr. Frederic 5. Wailerman, whe has unobstrusively helped the Organ Fund
for several years, was at lasl a :lar in his own right. His well-chosen
items, gncluding excerpls from Widor, Doellmann and Mulet, left the
uudil.‘ll"tl:{'. lenging for more; as did his discreet accompanying of the dglihhl-
ful violin playing of Miss Janet West, particularly in the Handel Sonata
in E Major. Messis. Murray and Ilancock played movements [rom the

Bach Cencerto in € Minor aud the Mozart Senata in D Major at fwe
planos.

The Service of Lessons aud Carols at the end of term was more
ambitious and magnificent than hitherto. Pearsall’s setting of “ lu dulei
jubilo ™ was well rendered as were items [rom Bach's “Christmas Qratorio™
and a six=parl arrangement of Michael Head's * The Little Road to
Bethlehem™. [In well-known carols, the whoele School, Orchestia and
Organ produced an exhilarating sound. And now the musically keen
amongsl our ranks look [orward particularly to our concert on Friday,
March 23rd.

I N.H.
ROUGH WEATHER

My window overlooks the bay,
Aund as | waze lo sea

1he water 15 storm-tossed and prey
As 1 sit down to tea.

The wind and rain, the pelting rain,
The hurrying clouds ol prey,

[ waich them as I sit at tea

And think about the day.

[ think of all the splendid folk
Who weather out the storin

And war wilth elements and winds
While 1 stay snug and warm,

A. DRAKE—Ig



GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION, 1955

ADVANCED LEVEL

Arnott, P, D, 1.
Borreit, R, P,
Holden, M. 1.
Matthews, R. B.
Rillington, R. 1.
Dopson, M, ]
Dowie, 1. 1.
Faulkner, H. M.
Heather, P, A.
Hugge!t, M. P.
Moentague, A, M,

English, History, French,

Gengraphy.

History, Latin, French.
English, Geography, History.
English, History, Economics.

Pure Mathematics,
Pure Marhemaries,

Chemistry, Botany,

Pure Mathematics,
Pure Maihematics,
Pure Mathematics,
Pure Mathematjcs,

Physics, Chemistry,

Applied Mathematics,
Applied Mathemnaljcs,

Zoology.

Applied Mathemat:cs,
Applied Mathematics,
Applied Mathematics,

Botany, Zoology.

Applied Mathemalics,
Botany and Zoolopy,

Fhysics.
Physics.

Physics.
Physics.
Physics.

Physics, Chemistry, Zoolozy,

Raosher, . E,

Ward, T

Willett, 1. E.

Waood, 1L
ORDINARY LEVEL

Va

Best, E. K. (4)

Bird, R, E. (3)

Cleary, A. J. (5)
Coker, A. C, (4)
Coombes, T, A, (2)
Dale, M. C. (1)
Dobinson, J. A. (2)
Dowsett, 1. A (5)
Ldmeads, 1. (4)
Farbhath, R. C. (7)
Formaggia, B, G. (4)
Forman, M. (G)
Gow, 1. T. (2)
CGireenfield, A. J. (7)
Hodgson, W. A. H. (1)
leal, A 1, (4)
Kennedy, R (2)
lester, D». F. (6)
Marsh, M. 1. (5)
MNorth, A. J. R. (1)
Sageman, R. W. (2)
Shrimpton, D. W, (2)
Slade, T, 1. (3)
Snencer, R, A, (4)
Wilson, 1. C. (4)
Young, R, F, C. (3)

VI

Andersan, R. E. (5)
Armson, M. 1. (4)
Bell, . E. W. (2)
Bentley, R. C. (3)
Rower, D. M. (7)
Day, G. G. (T)
Nopson, . A, (7)
Fletcher, 1.. B, (&)
Caskin, D. . (1)
Gould, B. A_ (4)
Hawson, R. A. (%)
Jones, R. D. (5)
Kingsicn, A. E. R. (2)
Lambert. D 1. (2)
Newsome, M. A. (3
Reddinzion. K. R. (1)
Roué, G. (4)
Saunders, G, (3)
Sunth, J. B. (5)
Teller, B, Q. (3)
Thorne, J. V. (4)
Tickle, J, B, W. (1}
Turner. 1. 5. (4)
Warren. G. D. (5)
Yates, E. 5 (5)

VT (additional passzs)
Clark, . (2)
Devitt, A. (1)
Francis, D. W. (3)
Gornne, C. J, (3)
Harrison, C, C. (2)
Hoskin, M. (1)
Howell, D. (2)
Lee, 1. R. (1)
MNeale, C. F. (2)
Pettley, J. W (2}
Rickards, J. K. (2)
Roderick. A. (2)
Stekley. J. (2)
laken, E. A, (1)
Baird! 1. 5. (1)
Rend, H. M. ()
Fenfon, R, 5. (7)
Gasson, E. D). (?)
Jeffery, P. C. (1)
Marchant, . B (1)
Mark. S. A. (1)
Matthews, R. B. (1)
Peaccck, 1. 5. (1)
Pike, M. F, (1}
Shelley, R. (1)
Walker, B, E. (2)
Willete, I E. (1)



HNOCTURNE

Might;

Reiractory, implacable, bleak hours.

Stealing over green lawns, while pillars,

Engulling city squaler.

Peace-brinpger 1o lhe weary . tormenlor of the wicked :
Consclousness oblivinling ; conscience proveking
Might . . . contemplative mements, years

A thousand and one lights flicker
In ils linutless dominion.

Whispers, endearing and cvil
Rise, luse, dissipate
In its limitless (orgetfulness,

Eyes, watching, guiding, nlways wailing; _

The crushed cigarettes of the impatient seeing.

They sce; Might sees and remains silent, -
Lars, mufe, merciless in ther pity

I e unbidden cries of the despondent hearing.

MNight hears and sighs.

Might.
Defied hours of conflict and calm.

P. ARNOTT—U.Via

POEMA DEL CANITE

La guilarra tiembla
en la lejania;

vibra el lanto la torce
dura en eelo,

El viento fresco callejea
cen la noche,

AY.
O mitanilo,
dende un remiendo de eandela
rompe la sombra
tu 0)0 muerto
vierle sollozas.

P. €. JEFFERY—U.VIia.
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WILD WALES

“1In one of those excursions (may they ne'er
Fade from remembrance !) through the Northern tracls
Of Cambria . . ."
Wordsworth— T'he Prelude

HLC prospeet of Wales now seems rather remote. Last April, the task
of completing the journey was even remoler. As might be expected, we
started the adventure with youthful exuberance, but at the end the burden
of both mind and body was heavy (nol to mention the foot!). At the
beginning, it was significanl that a Yorkshireman and a Phyvsical Traming
Instructor should be accompanvine us! Our most intense and lasting
impressions (and for some the only impressions) are of bog and mountain
and valley, but for a whole week the freedom of Cambria was ours,

Aller arrival in Bangor, we set foot in Anglesey, but shuddering a
little at the names on the signposts, we left the coast, and made our way
into the mountains, to our first hostel. MNext morning, a short march
brought us to the Bethesda slate quarries. Here we inspected all the
workings from a promontory 500 [eel [rom the bottom of the pit. The
quarrymen seemed (o be culling away the very mountamns, At intervals
they would all disappear into small huts while new material and our
ears were blasted out. Having lunched beside a pleasanlt weir, we carnied
on up the road, leaving several water-trails. Unfortunately, the schoolboy
15 slow to realise that water makes a poor souvenir! Qur route took us
aver a series of high peaks 1o the hoslel at Llanberis. QOnly four arrived
in time for dinner—the rest were (oo engaged with the scenic beauty !

On the Sunday we took the Snowdon Ranger track up to lthe summmit
of Snowdon. It was hard work but the view was worth the effort, and
here we could appreciate much of the wild beauty that was Wales.

We arose from our beds in the hen-house the following day and
took the whole route of the Llanberis Pass, nght to the summit
While sipping hot tea (here, everyone was cerlain (hat never again would
he forget the appearance of a glacialed valley, We went as a geographucal
party, and there was no escape—Straight up the valley, was the order. We
counted the number of hanging valleys by the blisters on our feel. It
was Physical Geography in the truest sense of the word.

From Idwal Cottage Hostel, most of the party went on a circular
route over the habitat of the old lords of Snowdonia, to two peaks topping
three thousand fecl—Carnedd Dalydd and Carnedd Llewelyn, whilst a
more energelic group embraced Trylan,

Mext day we had time to admire the products of Welsh eraftsman-
ship at Capel Curig before we proceeded across the Roman Dridge over
the river on lo the slopes of Moel Siabod. From tlus point, hgures were
seen strewn oul along the hornizon, from the long limbed ones in front to
poor Sydney at the back. (Here readers must understand, without detrn-
ment Lo his characler, that he was carrving a hLillle more weight than the
rest of us,) On the ascent, we thoughl we heard hum reciting Falstaff's
piece-" Heaven defend me from that Welsh fairy, lest he transform me
10 a piece of cheese!” Yet even he agreed it was worth it—at the top,

12
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On the Thursday we decided to follow the quiel scenery of the valleys
—to see the tumbling walers and falls of the Fairy €len. and to forpei
for a day the gaunt uplands. In the afternoon we crossed Lhe broad H;'[d
fertile fleor of the Conway Valley where the sheep and black caltle were
grazing, with the air warm and pleasant in our facss. Ou the lurlher side
we visited the woolleny Gills at Trefriw, tueked under the lullside, and
here we saw for ourselves Lhe skill passed down over many cenluries. We
left with seuvenirs Loth allractive and durahble. -

Qu the last day we ail felt that incvitable sadness which must come
al lhe end of all journeys. W= Liad cnjuyed ihe erapdeur of the moun-
s and the quiet warmth of the valleys, as epitomiced in its people .
and 1 ils huslels. These were our first impressions. tlespile bog and blisier.
As we lell those recky iracis, we all felt conziderable admiration for the
pecple who lived there 2nd some thankfulness that st least we lived on
the English Lowland.

R. R MATTHEWS—U.V]a.

LONDON FOCG

[ slowly Lall

In a misty wall
Covering (rees

Wilh ciforiless ease.

lhen as 1 swirl

And twist and twul

| swallow St, Paul's
And market-place stalls.

In my urky pall
Buses crawl;

I muifle all sound
As [ steal around.

My enveloping c’asn
Makes mankind gasp,
For Novemker is kere
The month they a'l fear.

Ths chumneys that smoke
Strengthen my cloak,

And 1 chuckle with glee—
Yes, this 15 the ume fer me!

D. STREVENS— ],
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PIKE v. HARRIS

HEN, as a tmid third former, 1 read an article in the School

Magazine called * Harris Speed ™, 1 little thoughl thal one day 1
would meel personally this great athlete who was the subject of the
article. I thought even less thal one day 1 would race against nim.

This season has been my first as a track cyclist and 1 little realised
what | was doing as 1 filled in my [irst entiy forin for an ¥ Open ™ meeting.
‘The meeting at which I chose to start my racing career was the Prolessional
Grand Prix of London meeting at Herne ITill. T entered for the quarter
mile apen handicap, and hoped for the best,

When 1 told my cycling friends what 1 had done they just looked al |
me pitifully and said * Never mind, you'll soon learn.,” 1 did not realise
what they meant at the time, hut 1 soon understood when 1 read the
copy of “Cycling” published a few days before the day of the race
For in the advertisemenl for the coming weck-end’s spoit 1 read that the
competitors for the gquarter mile open handicap included Reg Harrs,
Cyril Peacock and a hosl ol Continental pr&tessmnai riders. It was obvious
to me that T would have to race against one of the “ stars”, but 1 consoled
myselt with the thought that the one who was in the same heat as |
might do well in the heats of another 1ace and rest himself for the final
of the other one.

I must admit | was rather nervous from the time I read the advertise-
ment until after the race and my nerves were not helped at all when
my announcement to my School “friends” as to who my opponent could
he was met wilth hilarious laughter. Il was a very nervous ¢vchist indecd
who presented his competitor’s ticket at the enirance io Herne Hill track
aitd who tushed to a programme seller to see his fate.

I opened the programme then it hit me straighl in the [ace! Heal
1, Reg Harris (CEngland), then three lesser riders, and on the end of the
list—M. Pike, Founlain C.C, From that momenl I Kknew thal the possi-
bility of realising one of my greatest ambitions could happen that after-
noon,

1 carelully walched the heats of the “star” event, the Grand Prix
of London, but to my dismay Repg Harris won his way inio the final,
which was 0 be run off after the handicap heats. Like most people, 1
thought that he would rest himself during the handicap heals for the
other race,

ALl last my name was called oul. 1 carelully placed my bicyele on
the line way out ahead of the rest of the riders. Before mounting the
machine 1 looked behind, and there he was—Reg Harris, 60 yards behind
me !

Soon 1 was tensed, waiting for the start, A kindly official said that
he was so far behind that he did not have a chance. Then the whistle
blew, the gun fired, and we were off. The riders just seemed to float
past me, but not the greal Reg—at least nol when I started 18 go round
the final banking. Then it happened. There was a "swish ™ and a head
narrowly missed my right shoulder—Reg THarris had gone past me like
a bullet.

Meedless to say, I came last, but it was one of the finest experiences
1 have ever had and the programme for the meeting 15 one of my maost
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treasured souvenirs, A word of warning for any budding track riders:
do not try and heat Reg Harris for your débul.

M. PIKE—U.VIa.

PROGREDIOR OF MARS

TO matler to what exlremes one may go in the Solar System, to Pluto

ar Mercury, one could not find a man of more singular personality

as Progredior, the retired Martian Prineipal. Just outside the great city,

hased on the Mare Australis, where the canals converge, he has his
magnificent mansion in his own pressure-dome.

His ruddy face stands out boldly against the aguamanne of Ios
tightly-fitting costume, which is braided with light metal of a cobalt blue.
On his feet he wears a pair of bagnesium-rubher hoots, not unlike a
surgeon’s; his long, flowing cloak has his personal flash embroidered
upon it

Visitors are always welcome to his palace and during conversation he
will introduce his “pet™ quotation from Tennyson.

* Hesper—Venus—were we native to the splendour, or in Mars,
We should see the Globe we groan in, [airest of the evening stars.”

They are never allowed to leave until they have been taken on a
tour (conducted by Progredior himself) of his marvellous museum. Many
of lus exhibits are live Martian animal and plant specimens, but some
are of historical interest. such as a couch taken from the first Earth Space
Vehicle to land on Mars. This ruseum is his sole interest, and 1in most
seasons of the Martian year he will be found somewhere on Mars
¢ollecting specimens for his museum.

But somelimes he takes a rest from his labours, to reflect in solitude
upon his lerm of ollice as Martian Principal,

M, HOWARTH llls.
MY PET

I have a pet who is my very own,
Wha greets me wildly when 1 come home.
He is a budgie, Jack by name;
He likes to play and loves a game
With shiny marbles and buttons brnight;
If you give him a mirror he's sure to fight.
His feathers are green and yellow and blue,
He has a sharp beak and a spot or two;
He Lives in a cage with a perch that swings
And a small silver bell that he often nings.
He talks quite a lot and always he's plain,
He can say ™ Merry Christmas 7 and spesaks his own name,
He's a dear little fellow and 1 think you'll agree
1f you had a budgie you'd be as happy as me,
E. BAKER—Ig.
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STAR FOR A DAY

T was a brngol, sunny summer morning, | was washing when the
leleghcae rang. It was the call 1 had been waiting for. It was a theatrieal
agenl, She asked me if | could get io the A.B.C. Swudios at Elstree, near
Bereham Woaod, as quickiy as possible that morning. | was wanled to
take part in some shots for a film, only as an extra, but it was a chance
in a million to see and work in a nlm studie: and oh! how excited I
was. The money 1 was to be paid seemed like a fortune to me !

At Edgware | met three other boys taking parts as extras and also the
theatrical agent’s sister who was to be in charge of us, Elslree was a
twenty minute bus nide, It was noon and a scorching hot day when we
arrived. We entered the studios by the large main entrance and proceeded
lo the wardrobe rooms through a bustling city of property men, technicians,
stage removal men, direclors, aciors and actresses. and all the other people
who together make up the thriving film industry of teday. In one of
ihe wardrobe rooms | was measured and fitted with a school uniform.
Wearing this | walked aleng a ccrridor to thke group make-up room.
Once made-up | was teld to hurry 1 an awailing coach that was to take
me, the other exiras, the wardrobe mistress, the make-up man and two
other women in charge of the girls with us, Lo a location sight near Watlord.

In the coach | got 10 know the other boys and girls with whom 1 was
in work that afternoon. Soeme were school children like mysell, others
were studenis, training 1o become stage dancers, aclors or aclresses, and
the remainder were children who normally work in their fathers shops.
To mest of them this was nothing new,

The location area was a quiet part of the Hertfordshire countrysidc
near a large Victoran school building. The weather was perfect fo
filoung, but before it could begin the directar bed 1o wait for the sun
to gel nle a convenient position, which suited us very well. As I said
belore, it was noon and lunch time; and lunch they gave us, We spent
about two hours eating and drinking and talking before the camera-crew
and car arrived, [cllowed by a properiy lorry.

Befcre starting, the dircetor gave us the gist of the stery, what part
we played, and what we had 1o do. The idea was that we were (aking
focd, by bicycle, 1o some of our echool fellows who had locked them-
selves In the scheal gym away frem their teachers. So, [or this reaszon
we were given bicyeles and feod-parcels and told to [oliow the camera-car
to the first road where the ilming was to take place,

After Eeing lined up, we were told to race after the camera-car in a
desperate hurry, sheuting at the tops ¢of our voices, and waving aur foad
packs. Afler each take, the director weuld comment and ask us to repeat
il. Each shot ecr *take” was repeated three tdmes. We were filmed in
three different roads, n'!lﬂkiﬂg il aboul {(wo miles' E}ﬂ[ﬂing that afternoon.
And was | hot !

After we were finished filming 1 made the best of my time looking
around as much ef the studio as pessible. T say, as much as possible,
because it was like trying to look round Londu: in a dayv, 1 looked
around one |HTEE building that was the heme of four ||ul_l'|:;,-h3ng;_[r_5j2¢ﬂ
studios. In one | saw a realistic set for a futuristic film, * 1984, and
in another an inside scene from ** Moby Dick ", “The next was empty, while
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in the [curth was part of the school mentioned, reconstructed by the studio
carpenters.  The thing that struck me was that all the scenes were su

reulistically made.
By six o'clock it was time for me to leave. It had been an unbelievable

day.
R. SCOTT==Yw,

THE SONG OF THE MILL

The windmill creaks, il groans along,

You can scarcely hear the muller’s song,
It squeaks, it screams, it groans with pain,
As the miller toils to crush his grain.

A jolt, a jerk, and all the dirt,

Comes rushing out from ‘neath the girt.
l.arge stones, and then the grain,
Comes trickling out, like gaolden rain,

Al last the weary task is done,

The sails cutsiretched towards the sun,
The miller goes his homeward way,
Well content with the work of the day,

S5 ATTENBOROUGH-—I1Is

LIFE-IN-DEATH

Out in the fields the ramndrop falls
lL.ow on the swallow's brow,
Calling for his mate

Amongst the hedgerow,

With the buds breaking,

Only watching, enly wailing,

OIT away his beauty goes
Soft us the pallor of the rose,
His laughing shrill

Crying with ithe dafModil,
With the foals shying.

Only waiting, anly dying.

Like the crocus before it shows

Dead in its cup with the frozen snows :
Panting hare, struck by the hound
Falls bleeding on the ground

Where the snow-drop gently falls . | .

While the poppy red,
Its broken head
Lies on the cenotaph . . .

R. B. MATTHEWS—U V1.
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FROM EVEREST TO THE ANTARCTIC

T seems most probable that this is the last generation of terreshal ex-
plorers. For centuries, man has been pushipng his boundaries ounlwards
aver the conlinents, lu his quest, various obstacles have confronted him,
of elimate, of hostile people and of ideas notably a profound conservatism
in Furope. Bul, just as a child overcomes his difficulties on leaving the
nursery, 50 too did man surmount his. From the time of the Renaissance,
when the spint of universal inguiry was set free, he has been slowly
completing the map of the world.

MNow only oune major journey remains : that across the Antarctic, He
will begin this with a sensg of victory and achievement, for less than three
years ago Everest was conquered, But whal makes a man clmb a moun-
inin like Everest, journcy through a dense jungle or trek over a great
continent of we? Does he do it for advancement, for personal pleasure
or for knowledge? These physical obstacles exist and. until they are
avercome, man cannot conceive the whole picture of the world, nor can
he be conscious of a sense of fulfilment, oL mastery or of human power.

From these congquests men have acyuired knowledge and wisdom and
charity. They battled agninst blinding snow, benl in the face of raping
winds, and heaved themselves over bare rock. They had little food, few
companions and they struggled for air,  Yet they arnived in the face of
all these diffieultics with the will 1o succeed, “They found beauty in an
apparent wilderness and truth in a single human struggle.

Taoday, individualists are not alone in their tagks, for these expeditions
have now become international. The present one represents the wholc
British Commonwealth, On the fringes of the continent are to he found
bases established by France, Russia, Chile and the Argentine: the scenc
is certainly a cosmopolitan one. Thus any sense of frustration or failure
is reduced by the sense of companionship.

Men have nlso learned from the experience of others both on
mountaing and on ice. They now have medern equipment 1o combat
their difficulties @ radar, wireless, speeinl foods, snow ploughs, tractors,
better elothing and aircraft—the “ Theron ™ has only just freed herself from
thick fee by the assistance of a small reconaissance plane, But for all
these new developments, the struggle s slill a human one. The task
demands courage, integrity, patience and leadership.  ‘The men, however,
are warmed by the lustre of such names as Weddell, Ross, Scott and
Amundsen, men who succeeded with leis than they.

The men are carrving on a tradition, bul whal can they hope to gain
now? Cerlainly it will not be glory. In their own quict way, they are
compleling the map of the world, and contributing important knowledge
and dals in glaciation, climatology, geology and marine biology. The
resulls are not startling but they are of permanent value, In characler,
the men have not changed since (hose who went before them, Advenlure
cuch as Everest and Antarctiocn allords makes great demands on a8 man.
When men no longer journey outwards over land, but downwards nfo the
e or upwards into space, they will not have altered, but will conlinue
in the same light of conhdence and achievement, for in Livy's words,
“ nullas terras ineysuperabiles humano generi gsse™.

E. B, MATTHEWS—L],¥VIa.
1§



TO A MOSS

When Autumn's lread 13 heard once more,
Bold Undulatum hrings his capsules to the fore.
For 'ere the Winter comes again
He must shed his countless spores—his species to maintain,
what exquisite beauty lies in this humble moss;
Which makes all mankind’'s wondrous works look just like s0 much dross !
Every minule leal 15 a tracery of cells,
its whole splendrous symmetry a product of [airy dells,
Where the fungus abides, and mists do rise,
In sylvan hollows, and by quiet lanesides
Here Undulatum reigns supreme,
Affording to the eye what to the stomach does a full tureen.
Standing on a woven carpet silent on the ground,
The capsule-lopped brown selae waving all around.
Each capsule bearing hidden underneath its cap
A mechanism of surpassing workmanship—a trap:
A trap for spores, a greemsh row of teeth,
Opening only when ‘tis moist, above as well as "necath!
Oh! what jov 'U'would be ta find a plant as fine as this!
To me, a humble naturalist, ‘twould verily be bliss,
], R. GORDON—I11]a.

Mecicana B . Childs—]Vs
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“TOAD OF TO0AD0D HALL"™

r]_‘llHE Dramatic Socety gave three poricrmancss of “Toad of Toad

Hall ", by A. A, Milne, on Novembar 17th, 18th and 19th. The
production—tne first in the new School Hall—was directed by Mr. Neale:
and, as business manager, Mr. Sharrock assurcd a Lox-office success by
OvVANCE puhliciiy. The *J!'ﬂ.}r i5 based ¢n Kenneth Grahame's classic, “ The
Wind in the Willows". All the lovable ¢haracters of the book are thers

the ebullieny load: naive young Mole: the rescurceful Rat; wise old
Badger—and the scngs ard chorus line of Wild Wooders make it sems-
thine of a musical comedy fer children. But there is more to it than this.
and the Dramatic Sociely found much lo enjoy and to tax their histrionic
sk 1ll.

The suecess of the play was due Lo the concerted efforts of a largs
number of people. Richard Shelley acted as musical liaison throughout
the rehzarsal period, and played the piang accempaniment of II. T'raser-
Simson’s score. Mr. Hancock trained the principals in ithe various songs,
and Mr. & E. Murray devised rome mlniguinyg dances that were performed
with West End aplemb. The Wild Woeders rehearsed their fighls with
Mr. Smith, and, as usual, M1, Peaccck supervised the construction of the
scenery and properties. The zeal with which the stage-crew worked iy
especially L& be commended.  bor weeks Grunts and Hollands toiled in
the workshops, and one of their major achievemenis was the translorma-
tiovn ¢f a barrow, kindly lent by a Surrey Streest merchant, into Toad's
paily-painted caravan; this was hauled from Croydon during a bright
interval 1 our very wet Autumn, and the boys enthuesiasm did not seem
at all dampened by the deluge in which they were caught. Peter Jellery's
designs for the sets were very imaginative. His * Wild Wood ™ was parti-
cularly effective and deservedly praised. There are eally so  many
acknowledgements to make—Mr. HRichardson’s help with the costumes;
the most realistic delicacies kindly supplied by Messis, Fortes of London
for our Bangueting Scene; the animal make-up created and applied by Mr.
Gee and Mr. Warne: the patient composilors who produced the pro-
grammes on our own printing-press, in spite of tremendous set-backs—
that it 15 guile mpossible 10 mclude everyone,

The play itself was very well reccived in the local press. This year
we were privilesed in having a reporter from * The Times Lducational
Supplement  and we achieved even greater publicity by having a photo-
graph in “ The Evening Standard”™, The eritic of *The Educational
Supplement " had high praise for the boastful and irrepressible Toad
(David Rowe): *“His alterations between TFalstaffian  swagger and
grovelling servilily were Lhe peaks of the evenming’s acting”. The reporter
continues :© * Badper (Robkert Forbath), Rat (Neil Thompson) and Maole
(Bevis Kennett) all lent excellent support 10 Lhe wayward hero, while
the Chielf Wensel (Frederick Rcebello) was outsitanding in his own nasty
{ashion.”

But, in restrospect, it is from the small, incidental things that one
derives most pleasure,. We shall long remember “dear Moley 7 and his
jar of Military Pickles, and the way in which he waved poodbye to the
Fieldmice—a most poignant moment in a beautiful pzrformance; Alfred’s
eavortings; and the really spirited acting of Rebello who daneced, in the
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words of one critic, * with almost Gopal splendour”. We reecall, too
Toad's dexterous replacing of the Washerwoman's wig in one hilarious
moment, and the Usher spread-eagled on the flovr; the Judge's song, and
his plaintive quest for safety-pins before each performance; and the
cvcasion when the Wild Wooders, waiting for their musical cue, refused
te budge and had to be pushed on bodily, Then there were the splendid
storm-effects obtainz=d by Mi. Murray and his agile assistants; dawn on
the river bank and the ery of a bird; and the singing by Robert Johnson
with a whisper of the wind in the willows in lhe organ accompaniment.
And Toad triumphan!, receiving the adulation of the others

“I"™ COY. | (C) BN. THE QUEEN'S ROYAL REGIMENT

OW pleasant il is to record that, for the first time, the two highest

Surrey A.C.F. awards have been won by members of the John Ruskin
Company. For C.S.M. Dowie received the Lord Lieutenant’s Badge from
General Sir Rabert Haining in August, and C/Sgl. Marchant was pre-
sented with the County Commandanl’s Badge by the Headmaster in
November. Each award is a mark of appreciation of the service these
Cadels have given to the ACF. |If their precedent of hard work and
enthusiasm is maintained, there need be no fear for the future reputation of
this Company.

Hard work at training has also been well rewarded @ in 1955 twenty-
eight Cadets passed Certificate A Part 1, and twelve Part 1L and good
marks were abtained by most of those who atlended the Methods of
Instruction Course run by the No. 7 Travelling Wing at School during
October and MNovember. The winners of the full Certificate A were :
L/Cpls. Harrison, King, Lane, Sawyer, Ward and Woodcock, and Cadets
Frith, Gofl, Hayward, Laban, Stephens and Wilkinson; and those who did
well on the Methods of Instruction Course were Cpl. Baird, L/Cpls
Harrison, King, T.ane, Sawyer, Ward and Woodcock, and Cadets Cowlan.
and Flewcher. Every instructor must be congratulated on these results:
but especially we must thank Mr, Catehpole, who has brought new ideas
and drive lo the Company, and C/Sgt. Marchant, whose coaching of
Part Il candidales has been tireless.

In sport the Company has achieved much. The following won Counly
medals for Swimming : L/Cpl. Hodgson (2), Cadets Borrett (3), Rockall (1)
and Walters (1); at the Athletics Meeting, medals were won by L/Cpl.
King (2), Cadets Rockall (1) and Fuller {1); our Football team, which
represents the Batlalion, has reached the senu-final of the County Cup:
and Cadet Flelcher has represented (he Battalion at Table Tennis. There
is still nothing to report of ,22 shooting as the range is nol yel in use.
However, we must thank Mr, Thomas for his great help in its construc-
tion : without him we should not now be awailing the issue of its safe'v
certificate, Cpls. Rosher and Forman and Cadet Hall fired 303 for the
Battalion at Hythe in Seplember, and Rosher went on to Bisley, where he
just lailed to join that select group—the Cadet Hundred.

Two parades stand out clearly in the memory : that in July for the
Annual Inspection by Major Clowes, who gave us an excellent report; an
that for Remembrance Day on Movember 6th when we all felt very provd
of the fine turn-out and reverenl behaviour of the Company, and of the
quict efficiency of C.S.M. Pike. Ilowever disturbed he may feel, C.8.M.
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Pike always appears controlled, and thus he imparts ease to others. He
has always been ready Lo give of his best to the Company. For these aud
other gualitics the Officers of the Company have awarded him their Stick
of Honour for 1955.

It 15, however, at Camps that the spirit of the Company most readily
reveals itself. We have always been commended for our willingness to
perform our duties quickly, cheerfully and well. This reputation was
maintained by our fifty-two Cadets in Camp. Although the failure of
their wircless severcly handicapped them, Marchant's Marauders came a
very gool second in the Night Patrol and Map Reading exergise. OQur
Cruard started badly, but finished with congratulations from the Brgadicr
himself, Three of our tenls shared ithe Tent Compelition prize. Cpl.
Forman won the .30} Shooting Competition. Qur cricketers enabled the
Brigade to beat everyone. QOur N.C.O.s obeyed with alacrity the R.5.M.'s
order that they should represent the Battalion at Mackeson’s Brewery.
Cadet Cowlam’s hair was admirably cut by the * Company Barbhers” ‘The
Company was, undoubledly, al 1ls best in camp. Yet we should not forget
our good fortune in having the assistance of Mr. Collins, an officer of great
conscientiousness and experience. MNor do we forget our delight at Mr.
Pearce’s visil; and we lhank him [or his prize, which was awarded o
the smartest Cadet on the final parade Cadet Holl

Mow we must look ahead., This vear all training will be organised
on a Section basis, so that our MN.C.0s will he piven every opportunity 1o
lead and lo teach, We hopz that every Cadet will continue to remember
that he should be well-behaved and smartly dressed on parade, and that
it is good manners to apologise for absence. For every cadet knows that,
above all things, he is expected to be, like Chaucer’s knight, a true
gentleman.

H.J.C.
PREFECTS' CORNER

T the end of the Sumer Term many colleagues and good triends left
our ranks ! These were the first prefects in the new building—proud
their memory, sad our loss. Ring out the old, ring in the new! The
Autumin Term began, as usual, with the inauguration of the new prefects,
and for the firsti time in several vyears the scientisis were in the minority,
This fact, however, by no means inferred that prefectonal affairs were
devoid of scientific idiosyncrasies, smce Division Room A 15 still noted
for ingenious mural designs and irregular activities. Let us pass over the
report of the recent locker inspection without eomment !

Geological and geographical expeditions seem fe he a major activily
of a good proportion of our number. If one has the accoutrement—
and the inclination—one might be fortunate enough to find the centrum
of an ichthyosaurus! Readers will, T am sure, be pleased (o know that
these are now oblainable in the gault clay at Dunton Green,

Although the sessions of Prefects’ Court are infrequent, it is stll a
working institution. We would thus remind the School of the folly of
exorbitant noise, unofficial socieliecs at forbidden 1times -in general,
unprefeclorial activilies.

M.J.H.
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MR, BROOK'S "HAMLET"

[On February Ist a party of 20 sixth fermers visited the Pnoenix Theatre
o see the * Moscow Production™ of “ Hamlet ".]
F jate the permanent and semi-permanenl sel has enjoyed great popu-
farity on thz London stage. Especially 1s this true of Shakespearian
prodnctions.  In the last few years the Old Vie has used a permanent sef
almost exclusively; three years ago Bernard Miles used an Elzabethas
permanent sel at the Mermaid; and the oniy departure from this was the
farcical effort produced for Gielgud's “ Lear ™ at the Palace last Autumn,
which failed completely because it had no aflinities with the play.

In the production of * Hamlet™ at the Phoenix a semi-permanent sct
is used and it is definitely the hest that T have seen to date. Designed
hy Ceorges Wakhkevitch, it has four passages which are curtained off to
make a closed room; over six exits, and permits the inclusion and removal
of a Night of steps with a p'atfarm for two thrones. With these advantages
the scene changes should be prompt but under the management of Judith
Spearman they assume, even il a little noisily, a fantastic speed—the longe-t
change could not have lasted more than filteen to twenty seconds.

The costumes which Mr. Wakhevilch also designed are nol 5o
successful as his set. With the exception of Polonius, Ophelia, Gertrude and
some of the extras (which are good), his cheice of colcurs i1s rather too
reminiscent of Tura and not really suited to the play.

The lighting has some poor patches but it generally aids the scens
changes by blacking-out the back of the stage, and shows the subtletics
of the set.

There is not a great deal of music used hut what there is, apart from
the Fanfares, is actually ptayed on the stage. We have not been lrealed to
live music since the Mermaid procduction of * As You Like It 7, which is a
pity because the * potted ™ variely never seems to harmonise well with the
play.

The highlight of thijs preduction is the way in which it allows many
interpretations tc be read into it. While | rema‘n more convinced than
ever that Ophelia (played by Mary Ure) is not the innocent ingenue,
others cling to the reverse theory just as tightly. She pently smoulders her
way to the mad scenes, when, instead of the usual dove-cooing, she bawls
the songs in a harsh voice which is anything but “pretty”. Instead of the
usual cold, impersonal Queen, she is rather sensuous, and Diana Wynyard
seems Lo suggest that she was not averse to the “o'er hasty marriage”,

The ghost of Hamlet's father (John Phillips) 15 a little corporeal and
chases Hamlet round the stage at arm’s length, no doubt to allow Michael
Innes's theory that the whele thing is a * put-up job ™ by Forlinbras and
that he is the ghost!

Claudius (Alec Clunes) is kept, rather sucecessfully, in the background,
but he retains his air of authority and the pangs of conscience are carcfully
shawn. Ernest Thesiger, now a real veteran of the stage bhut showing il
only by his sureness, gives as nice an interprelation of Polonius as one
could wish to see. It is tempting to reduce him lo a bulfoon to get
laughs, but Thesiger plays him as an old statesman whao still has his wils
even if they are fading somewhat, and who is still wily even even though
senility has a hold.
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Anthony Service plays the dithcult part of the Player King well;
Michael David makes an able Horatio and Timothy Findley has the
audicnce laughing as Osric. Harry Corbett as the Fust Gravedigger
gradually bends his knees as he Jdigs the earth out of the pil so that he
appears to sink lower mto the ground. This may or may not be borrowed
irem the Classical Chinese drama which we saw last year bul it is certainly
an effective touch.

In view of all the thought put into the other characters it is difficult
(o see just how Paul Scufield’s incomprehensible interpretation of Hamlet
was allowed to reach the stage. In spite of the fact thal the production
breathes a little of the ruggedness which underlies the play, he made
Hamlet @ rather puny dreamer, and even, after first sceing the ghost,
seemed to imply that he really was mad.

The manipulation of figures on the stage is usually well done. The
King's " Give me light! Away!” has an eftect reminiscent of the ordered

chags in Tintoretto’s “*Massacre of the Innocents”, and Peler Brook (the
producer) has Hamlet appearing nightmare-like among the players—
gcading the King's conscience. Although Hamlet himself is disappointing,

the production as a whole 1s a great success.
P. C. JEFFERY—L.Via.

HOMER AT THE PAVILION

On Thursday, October 6th, a party of 136 boys and cight members
of Stafl left Scho®l during the afternoon under the direction of Mr. Hees.
The objeet of this excursion was lo sev “ Ulysses”, a film of Homer's
famous ecpic poem, showing at the Marble Arch Pavilion, The leading
raole was played by the American actor, Kirk Douglas, while Sylvana
Mangano, the Italian actress, teok two parls—Circe and Penelope.

Tha flm was an ltalian-American co-praductian, with an American
dialcgue, which, in the epinion of several members of the party, spailt
the film to no small degree. The performances of the two principals were
certainly not without fault; Ulysses was played with great dash, but Kirk
NDouglas did not reveal his essential cunning, while Sylvana Mangano
did not achieve much variation between her two rdles.

MNevertheless, despite the criticigms which the hlm provoked, na ane
present could have denied that it had many fine poinis. The scenery was
delightful, which was perhaps due to the fact that the production was filmed
in its original setting—the Eastern Mediterranean. One ol the most exciting
scenes, the cave of the Cyclops, was well handled, with the devouring of
twa ef the Greeks., and the subsequent drugging of Pe'yphemus, and the
loss of his one eye, ending in the escape of the Greeks, Polyphemus was
an awesome sight which will hardly yet be forgollen, The climax of the
flm was the melodramatic scene in which Ulysses, having returned lo
Ithaca. “ disposes” of his wife's suitors, and il provided an exciting finale
to a film which, on the whole, was a worthwhile prodaetion.

R. E. MELVILLE—LI.V]a.
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SOCIETY NEWS

THE DRAMATICO SOCIETY

PREPARATI{]HE for “Toad of Teoad Hall” began immediately after

the Summer examinations, and on Open Day (luly 20th), with casling
complete, a few scenes [rom lhe play were rehearsed ‘in the English Room.
Activities during the Autumn term were largely concerned wilh the pro-
duclion, Members of the Society busied themseclves with constructing
and painting the scenery in the workshops, and with making innumerabis
properties, and Mr. Gee gave a series of practical demonstrations in mauke-
up. The appearance ol the stage curtains, and fine velvel hangings for the
windows, soon gave the proper theatrical atmosphere (o the Hall, * Toad
ol Toad Hall” was successfully presented to full houses in mid-November,

There are several theatre visits to record, and, in the course of ihe
year we have been able to see all th productions at the Old Vic. During
March lwo parties were arranged to see “ As You Like 11", a set-book
for the School Certificate candidates, Roberl Helpmann's production as
a whole was quite charming: the picturesque bhackcloth for the courl,
and the pnarled vaks of the woodland scenes were very pleasing, and the
liphting was used with magnificent eliecl, Virguua McKenna was a graces
ful, winsome Rosalind, and John MNeville brought a welcome nimbleness
to the parl ol Oilgudo; the quartet—half dance, hall madrigal—ol pro-
testing lovers in Iﬁm last Acl, was especially delightful, Paul Rogers
crowed dolefully in the role of Touchstone, and Erie Parter, as laques,
sought a way to revivify * All the world's a slage " by breaking it up mto
short phrases, and deliberately throwing his lines away in utter boredom
—and, this lime, the trick seemed most effective,

We followed the fortunes of Falstaff threoughout the season and saw
both parts of ¥ King Henry IV " (May 1lth and 18th) and “ The Merry
Wives of Windsor " (Cclober 18th), It was nteresting (o see * Henry
IV ™ after our own preduction of Part [ of the play last year. There could
never be a larper Falstat than Paul Hogers, and the manner in which he
swashbuckled his way through the play, adding ogenivus stage Dusiness
to the broad humour of the tavern scenes, made it an hilarious evening,
In the second part, John Newille’s Pistol was a splendid rantipole, and
Paul Daneman shrank himself inlo a Shallow that was a masterpiece ol
senile decay. The play of * the Fat Knight in love ™ was also enormously
funny and things moved fast on a more-or-lzss Llizabethan stage. We
did not feel that the wives (Wendy Hiller and Margare: Rawlings) were
merry enough: but Richard Waordsworth’'s Ford, heavily moustachioed,
and played 1In the manner of a villsin [rom melodrama=—all ogles and
hisses made vup for them.

In “ The Winter's Tale"”, wlich we saw on November 26th, John
Meville showed his wversatility by ifaking the part of Autolycus a
“snapper-up of unconsidercd trifles”. The country scenes were very gay
and charming, and in vivid contrast (o the muldewed almosphere of the
court of King Leonles.

By way of a change we went to see Goldsmith's comedy, " The
Good Natur'd Man ™, which was presenied in the Civic Hall. Croydon. on
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Seplember 26th by the Gate Players, a company of very talenled local
amateurs, Box, pit and gallery were entertained io a delightful evening
of 18th century eclegance and wit,

The actlivities of the Secciely have not been limited to theatricals,
On Open Day. at the Service af Dedication of the School Organ, Smalley
reciled part of Oryden’s “ Ode f{or St Cecilia’s Day”, and Matthews
[ollowed with lines from Milton’s “ Il Penseroso™.

The Annual Carol Service was held at the end of iterm, and several
members of the Society were chosen ta read the lessons. The readers
of the Nine Lessons were @ Me Lawes: Drake (Ig.); Haithwaite (11h.);
Sayer (I11u.); Smalley (1Vp.); Goff (V); Stakley (L.VI) Pike (VI); and the
Headmaster. The Animals’ Carol from “ Toad of Toad Hall”, sung by
the Fieldmice, was included in the programme of music,

We are always pleased Lo hear news of old pupils. Reginald Anderson,
whao left School last year, has been awarded a Scholarship lenable [or
two years at the Roval Academy of Dramatic Art. Ewarl Sturrock has
been appearing with the Dundee Repertory Company, and hopes o
return te them after his period of MNational Service. Brian Teller has

had several parts in plays siaged by the Croydon Histrionic Society.
F.N.N.

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY

'I)URIHG the term September to December, 1955, the Sociely held
five meetings. The membership this term exceeded sevenly boys,
mostly from the lower forms of the School.

On 28th December, Mr. D. J. Reed of the INluminating Engineering
Society gave a lecture en “ The History of Lighting™. The varied forms
of lighting invented in the last few deeades during the development ol
muodern electric light were deseribed, a discussion of various floedlighiing
schemes was included, many interesting slides were shown and innumerable
experiments demonstrated.

Mr. P. E. A. Brookhouse of Johnson Matthey and Company gave a
talk on 19th Octcber en “The Use of Precious Metals in Industry ©
One gathers that the metal of chief importance to many modern industrizs
is platinum with which meial the lecture was mainly concerned, - A descrips
tion of the remarkable propertics of modern alloys and different welding
processes were shawn and after a period of questioning, books on the
subject were distributed,

“ Radar " was the subjset of the lecture given by Mr. Welsh of ihe
Decca Radar Cocmpany on 19th MNovember. However, owine Lo the
late hour at which the lecture eommenced only a sketchy outline of ihe
subject was given and most of the available time the members spent 1l
admiring a nugatory set of slides showing radar displays of dock and river
areas and in exzmining radar display equipment brousht along by the lec
wirer. The Society hopes to have a second lecture from Mr. Welsh in ths
Spring term,

On the 30th MNovember and December (st three films were shown
antitled “ The Changing Earth”, * The Search for Qil™ and “ The Wild-
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cat”. The first film showed haw the oil is formed, the second the enormous
amount of labour to be achieved before drilling, and the third was a very
good film showing the actual drilling operation in detail.  ‘The films were
supplicd by the Petraleum Films Bureau.

The last lecture of the Autumn term was held on December 15th.
Mr. W. A. Gibson-Martin of the Eritish Iron and Steel Federation de-
lineated the methods of producing varving gqualily wons and steels, ex-
plained with the help of a short film the action and construction of the
open hearth furnace and commented on what future developments would
demand of the industry.

The finest lecture of the Spring term, 1956,was on * Jet Engines”, Mr.
(7, Baldwin of Rolls Royce Ltd. gave a witly lalk on the functions of the
components of the Pure and Prap-jet Engine, Mr. Baldwin expressed an
understandable doubt that the speed of 299,790 km. /sec. could be attained.

We hope to follow this lasl leclure by one [rom Handley Page and
Co. on the structure of modern aircraft

R. §. FENTON U.VI.8c, (Secretary).

THE CHESS> CLUB

I'I‘HRGUGHGUT the School interest in the Chess Cluly has grown con-

siderably. One of our major difficulties, however, has been the lack of
sets, but soon” we hope to be able (0 buy a few more. Yel even this has
not retarded our progress. Last term three of our senior members, Lanch,
Payne and Woolford, took part in a simultaneous match at New Addington
again an ex-Civil Service champion, and it was credilable thal, though one
lost, two of them forced draws,

On January 20th we held our first match of the season agamnst the New
Addington Chess Club, and lost narrowly by five matehes to four (or as
the team knows, by the margin of a bishop), To this Club we are grateful
both for their sportsmanship and their hospitalily,. On that occasion, the
School was represented by Lanch, Payne, Woolfard, R. Forbath, .
IForbath, Corrall, Walker, Deane and Matthews,

For the future, we waunld still like to see more members, because until
we do, we cannot complete a fuller programme—eilher in House matches
or against other Schools.

R. B. MATTHEWS—U.VIa. (Sccretary).

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC S50CIELY

NDER the guidance of Mr. Simpson, the Society has made rapid strides.
Mew equipment added lo Lhe dark-reom includes a Gnome
enlarger, a Patterson printing hox, a developing tank, masking
frame and numerous accessories. At the present time, we are still jostling
with the Science department for the use of the dark-room, but rotas will
be drawn up. I they wish to carry out their personal work, members have
only to see one of the elected officers.

The thearetical aspects al photography like the practical, have not been
neglected, Numercus lantern lectures, given during the previous term, have
dealt with topics ranging from developing to portrailure. We now have,
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toe, a sma:l collechion of nstrucltive libns, generously provided by Illord
Ltd. and Kodak Ltd. Then the Library has been stiocked with numerous
bhooks covering a wide field of subjects.

During the present term more films will be shown and members are
asked lo bring thenr own photoaraphic work for discussion—pgood or
otherwise. The highlight of the weeks ahead will be the leclure given by
Mr., Karl Pollak oi liford Ltd., on March 2ist. We hope that ke wil
speak to a very large audience since he s a leclurer ol repule, and thal lhis
advice will be of permanent value.

Thus, as our resources expand, our membership grows accordingly.
The Society has much to offer, so why not join?  Should you choose 0
do so, vou should see one ol the flolowing—Jeffery (President), Deane
(Treasurer) or Malthews (Secrctary).

K. B. MATTHEWS—LJ.VIa.

LE CERCLE FRAINCALIS

Les réuniens du eerele, je suis heurenx de vous annoncer, ont ¢lé
bien patronnées, non seulement par la classe de philosophie, mais aussi
par les classes de premiere et de deuxidme, Encore une fois, le cerle
s'est lrouvé bien utile dans les examens oraux, auxquels se sonl presenlcs
plusiers d'entre nos membres. Je suis certain aue je remercie, de leur part,
Messicurs Fisher, Warne et Richardson pour ayoir aggordé du temps i leur
profil. _

Au commencement de I'annde académique, le Comité a décidéd de
changer le systéme des réunions: il fut déeidé que la classe de philosonhie
ne viendrait pas aux réunions du cercle, mais se hnrnuru}il aux IThé:s
Francais seulement, La classe de premidre et celle de deuxieme assisient
toujours aux réunions du cercle, Ce nouveau systéme se lrouve bied
satisfaisant. Pendant le trimesire passé, le cercle frangais de Coloma nous
a invités A une soirés o tout le monde s'est bien amusé, Ce Lrunestre
nous avons ecu le grand plaisir d'acceuillic les jeunes filles de Coloma 4
nolre soirée annuelle, ob, aprés des jeux, nous avons vu des films
francais, particulirement un qui était intitulé ‘Le Gogmon®, el gui 1|:a|l:ut
de la vie en Bretagne, d'une [ayon réaliste, La classe de philosophie est
allée A Ulnstitute Francais pour voir la présentation de la célebrs comédie
satirique de Molitre—" Le Bouraeois Gentilhomme™,

Je suis heureux de pouvoir dire que maintenant, par u flexibilité de nos
programmes el le patronnage que le cercle i regu, nous avons surmonté
toutes les difficultés du nouveau bitiment, avec lesquels nous €lions
conlfrontés, Et, je terminerai dans lespoir que le cercle continuera A
servir nux besoins el aux plaisirs linguistiques de nos étudiants,

P, ARNOTT—U.VIa. (Seerélaire).

THE RADIO SOCIELY

rPHE. Radio Society which was formed at the beginning of last lerm 1
being [uirly well supported. The object of the Club is lo teach the
general principles of radio by short lectures and by making sunple recervers
al School. During the coming yeur we will be having films and we hope
to be visiling some well-known radio firms
A, JEAL—L.V1.5¢,
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THE CHRISTIAN UNION

IT i5 with no Little pleasure that we havs been able lo revive the Christian

Umoen mn the Scheol. Four years ago lhe Chrslian Umion ceased
its acltvilies through lack ol support, bul now we [eel the nghl moment
has come to start it up again.

A preliminary mesting which we held, justiied our confidence and
we can look forward to considerable support in the future. When our
Coemmittee met they decided on a widely varied programme including 1alks
[rem outside speakers, discussions, brain trusts and films. We also intend
to institute a bookstall in the School.

Al the opening mecting on Monday, February 6th, Mr. R. T. Bell
spoke on the purpuose ol a 5chool Christian Union.

Our meetings will be held every Monday al 4 pom, in Room 12. Every
meeting will be an open one to which everybody 15 inviled and all are
welcome,

K. FOEKBAITH—L.Vlia.

FOUNDERS' DAY SERVICE

F WE are met here to commemorate the Thirty-sixth Anniversary of

our Foundation™, These were the [irst words o be read {rom
the Order of Szrvice leaflet when, on January 12th, 1956, oar Founders'
[Day Service was held in our new School Hall.

After the Opening Sentences, there tollowed he School Song, Prayers
and the Hymn, “ Our Father By whose servants”. The Lesson from
Exadus) was read by Alderman Cole, and the Schoel Choir then gave
g heautiful and reverent singing of Vaughan Williams' anthem, * Let us
now praise famous Men".

After this camec the Address by the Reverend N. Baldack. B.D., who
was School Captain from 1945 1o 1947 and who was the first Ruskin boy
to pass the Higher School Certificate Examination.

Mr. Baldock related his Address very closely to the Lesson which was
the slory of the * Meeting of Moses with God"”. He said that Moses
wias very much a person of the present day world, because he had 1o
make a choice; and sooner or later we would all have to make that choice
between an artificial, attractive, well-pgid job and a job which we felt
was necessary for us to do. Indexd, Mr. Baldock said thal il would
be nothing short of treachery to God and to ocurselves to take an casy,
atiractive job instead of the one which Gad meant for us.

The world, he continued. was crying out for men to carry a Cross;
[er men who believed they were unigue men: for men who had been called
by God. Sovoner or later, we would be faced with the choice nf either
following vur vocalion cr alternatively running away to join the ohscure
million who were dissatisfied with lile because they were employed in
the wrong jobs.

The Address was given m a forcelul and earnest manner The
cloguenze and quiet confidence shown and the clarily of thought and
argument impressed me greatly, and the schoolboy audiencs Jislened
inlently throughout. For me. it was a memorable Address.

Finally, the service ended with a Prayer of Dedication, the Blessinu
(pronounced by Archdeacon Tonks), and the Dismissal Hymn.

B. GOULD—L.VI.5c,
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HOUSE NOTES

ALPHA

It is unfortunate that Alpha still mainlaips ils position at the bottom
of the Points race. The reason, T regrer 1o say, can only be ascribed io
ihe laxity of the Middle aud Upper School, who prefer to leave the point-
earning ta the first, second and third ferms. If Alpha is to improve het
periormaznce m the Endeavour Cup, in future vears, the only remedy is
un all-out effort by every member of the House.

To embark on a happier subjecl, we welcome Mr. 8. E. Murray and
Mr. K. B. Simpson to the House. We must hope that their enthusiasm
in both the academic and sporting helds wiil inspire lhe eplire House.
Congratulations are due to all members, past and present, who were sue-
vesslul in the G.C.E. exmminations last June, Peter Jetfery, too, 15 worthy
of congratulatary mention for his splendid décor in this year's praduciion,
“load of Toad Hall ",

In the field of sport, Alpha has revealed some sparks of merit. We
ran 4 very <lose second to Delta House o the Swipuning Gala last yeay
with only a few noints separating us.  In foothall we drew with Gamma
House last term, but were shown a clean pair of heels by Delta, who
succeeded in beating us 6—0. Crnickel, owing o poer weather conditions,
was non-existent. Last term we said pocdhye 1o Fletcher, our Capiain
of football and cross-country whose absence, 1 am sure, will be -
creasingly felt as the year progresees

Well, Alpha, let’s really show the other Houses what we can achieve
during the coming year |

P. ARNOTT—LLVIa, (Captain),

BETA

Firstly, we would like to welcome 1o the House M. Somuth, our new
House Master, Mr. Sharrock, and all the hoys af the first form,

In the Endeavowr Cup, ellorts have been individual rather than con-
certed, and again it has keen left to the * faithful few™ 1o hand in points,
with the result that we have dropped behind in the race. I we are
to regain the Cup, then remember, the successful formula is “ endeavour
by all '™

The House has done well though, in ather spheres of School life.
Rowe, Thompscn and Kennetl belwesn them look three out of the [our
leading rdles in the play and so set a fine example 1o the House. Arnold,
who has now left us, also tostered this spirit by his own achievenents,

At sport, we performed mcderately. We lost the Jumor Crcket and
in the Cross Country, though packing well in the first twelve, just failed
to win. At Sports Day, as in the Swimming Gala, it wag the same story—
the work of the few, We lell Lhe Neld withoul a single lrophy ! Was Lthis
the Champion House of the previous year?

Slowly the House is fighting back. At feothall we lost 1o Delia with
only ten men—a fine cffort by the team. Later we drew with Gamma,
and thus look second place in the competition. Thus in all ils activities,
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the House has the spirit and the example of the few, Let us try to
produce more rewarding and definite results in the season ahead.

R. B. MATTHEWS —U.¥Ia. (Captain}).
DELLA

The year 1935 has probabiy been for Delta House the most successful
since the war. We won the Senior lIFoctball Trophy by beating Beta in
the final, the Cross Country Championship, ithe Athleties Cup, and the
swimming Gala. We were unfortunately unable to repeat our success
of the previous year al cricket beczuse of adverse weather, Qur academic
achievements were no less bright,; our five Advanced Level candidales
gained a maximum number of passes. TFinally the one trophy which we
did net manage to secure—the Endeavour Cup—appears now well within
our reach.

Can Delta House hope to achieve the successes of last year? Well,
we have again won the Senior Football competiticn by beating all three
Houses; we have a substantial but dwindling lead in the Endeavour Cup
race; and our chances in the cross couniry run have been improved by
the arrival of Mr. Catchpole, an enthusiast in this line of sport,

S50 [et us not rest on our laurels; we may congratulate ourselves on our
success, but must play hard and work hard 1o achieve yet more.

| hand over the Captaincy to B. 5. Walker, hopelul that his term will
be successful, and eenfident that he will do his best to make it so,

M. ). HOLDEN—U. Via. (Captain).

GAMMA

Since the last issue of the School Magazine the House has undergonie
censiderable changes in its leadership. Mr. Cracknell has left us after
many years of service as House Master, since his duties as Senior Master
make it impossible for him to manage the House alsp, Qur new House
Master is Mr. A. L. Murray, to whom We extend a warm welcome. Anolher
member of stafl has also recently joined the House—Mr. Lawes—whom
we also welcome, Our old House Captain, Purncll, has left to take up
lis course at Cambndge University,

During the past year the House has played a full part in the life of
the School, although it has achieved no speclacular success. Qur School
play mn November had a fair percentage of Ganuna House boys laking
part: and we must particnlarly congratulate Rebello on lus outstanding
performance as Chiel Weasel. The House Secretary, I'. Marchant, became
a Surrey ounly Commandant Cadet during last werm- a very high honour
in the Cadet force, M. Pike, the Sporls Caplain, has also achieved success
in the Cadet Corps, bemg C.5.M. and holder ol the Stick of Honour.

The compelilion [or the Endeavour Cup is very close indeed. We
are now holding second place to Delta who lead by a sinall macgin. Ouly
a slight increase n pressure 18 needed for us to challenge for first place.
As usual we are able to boast of a low proportion of debits compared with
other Houses. Let us hope that for once Gamma will not be beaten
by a narrow margin.

R. J. BILLINGTON—U.VIa. (Captain).
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SPORT

1955 has been most a disappointing year for Sentor School sport, but many
Junicrs show considerable promise and perhaps, within two seasons,
results will be a ljttle more encouraging.

It 15 most regretlable, too, thal several Filth and Sixth Formers, whose
ability at Footkall and Cricket justify inclusion in a 1st or 2nd XI are not
playing for the School. Mot only does School sport sufter by the fielding
of weakened elevens, but il is certain, too, that these boys lose much
when then memberslup of the School stops short of giving their services
lo the School in Saturday Football or Cricket. A great deal of talent,
built up in Lower and Middle School games in past seasons, is being wasted
by the non appearance of these players in 1sl and 2nd Xls.

An even more frustrating feature 15 the absence of convenient playing-
feld facilities. With the ground near the School rewly-ploughed and sceded
in early summer we were unable (o bowl a cricket ball, putt a shot, throw
a discus or javelin, or to lake parl in any of the specialised training that
pood cricket or athletics require. This state of affairs seems, unforfunalely.
likely to continue foar a while yet.

ATHLETICS

The Inter-House Athletics Meeling was held al the Waddon Ground
on Wednesday, 13th July. Thke competition was not as closeiy contested
as in tecent years, far it was apparent early in the afterncon that Delta

House was building up a considerable lead. The Delia relay teams proved in
vincible, Holden, Hoskin and Youldon, all of Della, evach gamed two

firsts and a second as juint claimants for the Victor Ludorum Cup and
these successes contributed largely towards Delta’s winning total.

FReeults:

Heuse Champienship Cup—Del'a House

Field Events Cup—Lieita House

Junior Gaires Cup—Gamma House

There were o fast times this year and one wonders whether the

groundsran’s tape-measurew as at fault, or whether our would-be athletes
should be reminded t(hat systematic training is nesded for first-class
performances.

CRICKET

The batting in cur Senior XIs during the 1955 season was lamentable,
In several matches good howling performances by F. Arnold, supported by
A. Montague and R. Maitthews, dismissed our opponents for quite modest,
totals only to have our own batling collapss, Tor the pames (o be lost, OF
4 dozen matches played, cnly three were won.

In lairness (o our players, however, 1t musl be recorded thal there wa:
just no apportunity what<oever for Latting practicz. Nowhere at the School
could we put a ball down on a reasonable surface for the develapment
of stroke play.

In the match ageinst the Old Boys™ X1, S. Frer played a carelul
and patient innings to score 38, bul fournd no one ahle to stay with him
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against the lwsll.ih: bowling of 1. Birch, whose five wickets for 15 runs was
largely responsible [or the first victery of the Old Boys over the School XI.

An enjoyable game was played at the end of the season against Mr,
A. F. 5. Chuld’s X1. A. Langridge batted well for 56 runs, and the match
was drawn with the School needing hut six runs for viclory.

In the Middle School X1, the spin bowling of A, Drain and the halting
of A. Langridge were the main fcatures in mast of the games. Drain's
howling was made doubly cflective by the alert wickei-keeping of Langridge,

The team had a good season but was eventually beaten in the semi-final
al the competition.

A Jumor XI, under the captaincy of J. Oliver, also had a very success-
ful season. ‘Ihere was much keenness and eothusiasm, and the players
showed considerable premise. Of nine matches played, only anz was
lost, and with six victories and two drawn matches to its credit during
the season, the team went on to win the final match of the Croydon Schools
compelition and to be awarded the * lansford ™ Cup.

The bowling of K. Penman and of J. Oliver, together wiih useful
batting by M. J. Brooks, J. Oliver and I’. A. Chesnutt Were encouraging

[ealures.

P W D L
Senior Xls : 12 3 2 7
Middle School XI 9 5 2 .
Junior X1 9 6 2 1

Arthur Langridge, aged 15 years, had a very good cricket season. In
1954 he was awarded his Croydon Cap and in the 1955 season was given
the captaincy of the Croydon team, His experience with this X[ served
himi 10 pood stead when, awarded his Surrey Cap, he was chosen to captain
this X1 as well. Following upon some excellent batting performances for
(.roydon and for Surrey, Langridege was included in the Scuth of England
Trial Maich at the Oval. A splendid 64 runs in this tal gave him his
well-merited place in the South of
England XI and with it the honour
of captaining his team against the
MNarth of PEneland at the County
Ground, Northampton,

Lai‘lglidgt thus becomes the
first John Ruskin boy to be
awarded a Junior International Cap,

His best performances during
the season included :

For Croydon v. Trinily—74,
For Croydon v. Milcham  72.

For Surrey v. Charterhouse—
84 not out,

A, €, Langridge
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F. Arnold, who in 1954 played for England v. Wales at Swansea, was
again selected for the England X1 and played against Warwickshire and
against Wales at the Counly Ground at Ldgbaston and against the M.C.C,
Young Professionals al Loids,

D. Lambert was awarded his London Cap and had some enjoyable
ericket for the Lundon X1 against Eton, Harrow, Winchester and Tonbridge,

A. Drain was awarded his Croydon Cap, his slow spin bowling
contributing materially to Croydon's several victories throughout the
sEason.

FOOTBALL

The Scnior Football resulls for the hirst halt of ihis season make cven
more depressing reading than the crickel record for 1935

P W D L
1st X1 11 3 | 7
a5d XTI .. 10 2 0 8

In these teams we have players individually quile ag poud as any we
have had in the past. Defeats have been largely due lo sheer laziness on
the field of play. Moving with the game, coming back 1o meet the bail,
challenging immediately for possession and pol lelhug up have been con-
spicuously absent. A few players seem to think that wearing a pretty shirt
is all that is required. Yet each player sclecled for a team most certainly
has the ability, in my considered opinion, to be a compeient member of
that team if he used to the full his undoubted football ability.

K. Matthews, Capiain of Football, at centre-half, and Spencer  at
wing-half have heen consistently whole-learted players and these two
have been awarded Football Colours for 1955-56. Other members of
the 15t XI will need to play more forceful and effective foothall 1o qualify
fer Colours by the end of the season.

The 3rd XI was entered for the Croydon Schools Cup Competition and
reached the Final. This match was played at Selhurst Park where in &
keenly-contested game this team lost lo Ashburton by 2 goals 10 L. A
feature of this game was the powerlul play of 1. Allen, A. Drain and A,
Langridge in defence, although the whale X1 must be congraiulated on
providing an exciting and enjeyable game., Our congratulations to the
Ashhurton team, worthy winners of the compelition.

The 4th and 5th XIs have a full programme of fixtures and, to the lime
of going to press, are deing quite well. The 4th X1 has {requently helded
several reserves in order to release players to the Croydon XI. The Sth
X1. playing in the Croydon Scheols Competition, lost only two games of
eight played in the preliminary grouping.

From Middle and Lower School teams, Langridoe, O’dell, Dobbs,
Wilkins, Burrows, Newton, Chesnutt and Taylor have played at the appro-
priate age-levels for Croydon in Surrey and London Competitions.

Our grateful thanks to those many parents who, by arranging fo-
the laundering of kit, ensure the immaculate turn-oul of our various Xls.

LAWN TENNITS
During the Summer, Senior Forms were able to have Tennis practice
under first-class conditions at the Shirley Park Tennis Club. These excellent
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facilitics were a welcome addirion te our sports programne.

In an Open 1ournament al the eid of the Summer Term, M. Denning
beat 5. Frier in the Final, the winner being presenied with a box of tennis
kalls given by Mr. Murray.

SWIMMING

The School Gala was held at the Central Baihs on Monday, 23rd May.
The competition was, as ever, keen and exciting and the result in doubt
until the relays towards the end of the programme of evenis,

Resulis
* Blackwell” Cup for House Championship—Delta House,
“Perry " Cup for 100 yds. Championship —A. Newsome.
senior Diving Cup—A. Hodgson.
Junior Diving Cup—P, Walters,
Jenior Relay Shicld—Alpha IHouse,
Junior Relay Shield—Delta House,

The School Relay team beat an Old Boys' tean and at Water Polo
the Schogl defeated Selhurst in a friendly match.

In open eompetition the School (eam did well to be placed fourth at
the Surrey Grammar Schools Gala at Kingston. At the London Schools
Gala, 1. Turner won a place-medal in the Davenport Shield competition.
Friendly matches were enjoyed during the season with Trinity and Selhurst
Grammar Schogls,

L] ¥ h =

We continue to use the Playing Field at Waddon for Saturday Foot-
ball and Cricket, and must do so unlil another ground is ready for us.
Our cricketers past and present will know the excellence of the wicket at
Waddon, and how much our batsmen owe to the groundsman, Mr. Allsapp,
for producing such splendid pilches. It was with great regret that we
learned ol his departure to another situation and we record our gratitude
to hun for hus valuable services for so many seasons.

SIXTH FORM SOCIAL CHRISTMAS, 1955

OH Friday, December 16th., of last yvear, we held our first dance at the

new School. We decorated the School Hall as befitted the scason,
and a large Chrisimas tree was the centre of attraction. Our guests in-
cluded members of staff and their wives, and pupils [rom neighbouring
grammar schools and every one had an enjoyable tiune.

We are indeed graleful to many for the organisation of such a sue-
cessful evenmng—to the band and (o the dance formation team, to the cook
and Mrs, Mallhews [or preparing the refreshments, 1o Mr. Fisher and
Mr, Smith who acted as M.C.s, and to the organiser-in-chief, Mr. Chaundy.

R. B. MATTHEWS (School Captain).
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OLD BOYS' ASSOCIATION

President : J. C. Lowe, Esq., M.A.

Chairman Mr. A. I Hunt, 3, Eldon Avenue, Shirley.

Secretary @ Mr. M. E. Stretton, 15, Dalmally Road, Addiscombe.
Treasurar. Mr. J. K. E. Bell, 3, Earlswood Road, Thornton Heath.
Conunitieo: Messrs. . Howes, R. Montagiue, 1. Rickard, H.

White, J. Youé and R. Young.
Hon. Auditors: E. Harding, Esq., A.5.A.A., and F. R. Porter, Esq., .C.A.

N the last issue of our MNotes we appealed for a record attendance at
the Annual General Meeting and we gratefully record that there
was a good response to this appeal and our meeting was well aitended.
A number of changes were made in the officers elected for this year and
the names of those appointed appear ebove. It is with profound regret
that we have to report that our immediale past Chairman, Mr. I-. H.
Clements, has [or personal reasons been unable to accept office this year.
“Fred ™ has held offffice continuously for the past ninc years and on
hehalf af the Association we record our grateful thanks [or all the timz
and hard work he has freely given during this period.

It was reported that paid-up membership had risen to just over one
hundred during the 1954/55 year. Our Treasurer informs us that sincs
the Annual General Meeting we have enrolled nearly thirty new members
and it is hoped that all other members mlend to renew subscriplions were
due in September last) and so maintain the growing membership of the
Associalion,

We would stress our desire to make zood any omissions in the names
recorded on the War Memorial Plague which is in the School Assembly
Hall. The War Memorial Fund is perpetually open and all donations
will ke gratefully received by our Treasurer,

Most, il not all, Okl Boys will be aware that the School’s annual
Founder's Day service was held recently. We proudly record that this
year’s memorable address to the boys was given by one of our members,
the Rev. Norman Baldack. Many will recall that Morman was Captain
of John Ruskin School for two years—1945/47.

Our President has again been kind enough to invile Old Boys an:
their ladies tao an “Al Home™ to Bbe held at the Sc¢hool on Saturday,
March 17th. As we go to press, final arrangements are bheing made to
ensure that this event s as successful as that held last year, Further
details will be published in due course

We regret that the Reunion Dinner is not being held until Saturday,
28th April, this vear, but we trust that we shall still have a record gathering.
The venue is the Shirley Poppy Hotel, Wickham Road, Shirley, and the
reception is at 7.15 p.m. We undertsand that the last bus from the Holel
te Croydon is 11.20 p.m. and we are arranging for transport to East
Croydon Station [or any who miss the bus, Dress is informal and apnlica-
tions for tickels—price 12/6—should be made to the Secretary without
delay,

It is with pleasure that we confirm that weekly meetings have been
resumed at the School each Thursday from 7.30 p.m, to 10 p.m. Football
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training is a regular feature bul there are I'ucilili_m; for badminton, chess,
darts, and table tennis, which are played according to the numbers who
desire to play,

On the lootball field we are expericncing our best post-war season
and are eagerly awaiting our fixture against the School cleven on March
i0th when we hope lo have our first post-war win. To date the team has
lost only one game and we are proud to publish its record :

Goals
P. W. . L., For Against
I8 14 3 1 115 34

Ron Montague says that the suceess of the team is due to the grand
team spirit but worthy of <pecial mention is the efforl of Fred Draun,
the team's centre-forward, who has so far scared 48 poals. John Smith,
cur goalkeeper, whom we welcomed this year from the School, is also
in brilliant form. Montague points out thal next year no fewer than
seven of the presenl leam will be in the Forces and we must have good
players to take their places if we are (0 continue the present progress. Your
Seeretary will be pleased to forward the name ol anyoune interested 1o
the Soccer Secrelary.

Another sporting fixture with the Schocl is arranmed for Salurday,
17th March, 1956, Tlaus 15 the cross-country run. We won this evenl
last year, and hope to repeat our success. John Youé who ig responsiblz
for the Old Boys' Team would like to hear as soon as possible from those
who wish lo run. Youd's address is 31, Tevan Road, Addiscombe (phone :
ADD 6474).

During the year we hope to arrange basket-ball, cricket and table
tennis fixtures against the School and details will be circularised. In this
connection it has been agreed that the Association should provide a suitable
trophy to be held [or a year by the overall winners of five fixtures to be
previcusly decided. This year the events which will count for this com-
petition are Cross-Country, Soccer, Cricket, Basket-Ball and Table Tennis.

It is regretted that we have been unable to arrange a 22 shoot against
the School Cadet Corps, but as soon as the new School range is ready
for use we are assured that such a maich will take place.

NEWS OF QLD BOYS
Your Secretary appeals to all who have such news lo pass il to him so

that this important seclion af the notes may not be negleeted

Allen, Rebert (left 1953), is now with the Royal Engineers in the Cyprus
*trouble spot”.

Bath, C. F. (A.M.E.Struct.E., M.Ins.W.), is now a consulling engineer with
offices in Harley Street.

Bell, John (our Treasurer), and his wile are expecting their first baby in
the very near future,

Bailey, Harold (left 1953), Clark, Donald (left 1949), recenlly married.
Don has moved to Birmingham and we now see little af him, but
Harold is still playing regularly for the soccer eleven.

Forrester, Rev. K. N., has been appoinled Reclor of St John's Episcopal
Chureh, Inverness, as from April next.

Cioodenough, Peter, M.5.5.Ch, (left 1944), is now a chiropedist practising
in Sauth Norwaood,
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MNye, Anthony, M.A. (leit 1950), has now entered a semipary prior to
ultimate Homan Catholic Priesthood.

Rigden, James, B.5c. (left 1952), has recently obtained his B.Sc. (15t Class
Honours), and is continuing his studies at Reading University for his
Ph.D.

Warren, Alan (left 1948), rccenlly met another emigrant Old Boy, Bob
Sivyer, i Ontario, Canada.

Warren, John, B.Sc, (left 1952), has recently obtained hus B.5c. (lst Class
Honours) and is all set to become a boffin, He is ai present working
on the eleetrieal research side of puided inissiles at Stanmore.

Woodward, Kenneth (left 1935), has recently been appointed headmaster
of the Bordon County Junior Schoal (300 pupils) in Hampshire,

J. H. Prevett (left 1949) has become a Fellow of the Institute of Actuaries.

R. A. Maort (left 1952), has gained his B.A. in History at King's College,
London.

A. M. Seotr (left 1951}, has gained his B.S¢. in Geography and Economics
at the University of MNorth Stalferdshire.

OBITUARY

With the deepest regret, we have to announce lhe sudden death of
W. A. Cormack, on January 7th, at Shirley. “Rill’ or " Wac", as
he was variously and affectionately known to a wide circle of pre-war
Old Boys, was 46, having left the School in 1923. One ol the carliest
members of the Asscciation, ™ Bill " took an active part in all ils alfairs,
and was for several years a most hardworking and efficient Secrefary.

In putting on record our indebiedness to Bill Cormack for his part
in building up the Association, we should , at the same lime, like 10
extend to his widow and family our sincerest sympathy in their loss.

M.E.S.
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