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The John Ruskin School Magazine

APRIL, 1939,

EDITORIAL

The death of Mr. Alderman Peet has heen deplored by all Crovdon: his services to the
town have been go great as to be diffienlt to measure.  We also would pay our tribute to
his memory for he was one of the members of the Counecil specially ** attached ** to this
Sehool
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Sir Frederie Williamson, too, haz passed away. He had 11'1-1~!:|l|:.' become another of
our attached members and had shown the keenest interest in our doings, visiting the School
and attending our various meetings, We deeply regret the loss of so good a friend.
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Our very sineere thanks are due to Professor F. J. Weaver for the essentially practical
amd stimulating article he has generonzly contributed to our pages; and to the two Old
Boys for their article on Banking, :
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The two drawings of Monsieur Stéphan, one faithful, one with a suspicion of delight-
ful earieature, are by My, Drommond, who leaves us further in his debt.
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How powerful is a good example! My, Manning set it and Mr. Alexander follows if,
for he is to be married during the Easter holidavs. The congratulations and good wishes
of the School, bovs and Stafl, are whole-heartedly his.
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We are glad to record the suecesses of three hoys who have recently left: Erie Murrill, in
the L.C.C. Examination for General Clerkships, in which he took a high place; and John
Banks and Frank Aleof in the Civil Serviee (Clerical Classes) Hxamination.

Rov Andrews, Ronald Rose, Harry Clack and Ronald Noakes have passed the R.AF.
Apprentices Examination and have entered the Serviee.
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The William Field Memorial Prize will be awarded for the first time this year. Mr.
Field’s chief interest was in Freneh, 2o the prize will go on this occasion o the boy in the
ixth Forms who achieves the most faithful amd happy tranzlations of given passages.
Particulars will be posted in the Form Rooms immediately after the Easter Holiday.
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Sports Day is arranged for Wednesday, May 24th, We look forwand to a warm sun,
good gport, and a record crowd of parents,
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Hitherto the Dramatic Society has played to School audiences only.  We hear that pub-
lic performances are promised for the end of the year—November or December.
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When a boy leaves school with its familiar routine and its friendliness, to enter upon his
first job, what fears may besef him a= to his adequacy in the ruothless business worid!
Some emplovers—but happily not all, and indeed not most—expect him, at the age of
fifteen or sixteen, to he the complete article, the experienced, infallible employee, acquain-
ted with the details of a strange business, instead of what he usually is, an eager, willing,
intelligent voungster, able to adapt himself quickly to whatever his work demands. But
the fears pass, knowledge comes, and there are joys in store. Here is a pa ragraph from a
recent letter to the Headmaster:



* Although my duties are, as yet, only of minor importance, they are, in the main, very
interesting. Fresh from the classroom, 1 was bewildered at first by the innumerable
telephonesz, all of which seem to ring with piercing insistenecy ; by the clicking typewriters
tapping out those confusing *. . . Rontine Orders,” DBut | am bewildered no longer,
Gone is that feeling that 1 am an interloper. Only a week has passed since first 1 put a
timorous hand to the green door leading to the offices of the staff. And yet | feel that
| have been going up to Town for yea rs. Last Thursday 1 was paid my lirst wages. Oh,
the joy of that day! Croesus never thought himself as rich as I did. My . . . shillings,
to which the original . . . had shronk after the deduetion of © widows and orphansz * and
the like (though why I should have to provide for my widow and orphans at the age of
gsixteen I eannot think) made my pockei bulge very noticeably. But I got it home safely.””

A NOTE TO THE BOYS

By THE HEADMASTER.

The pirates who shed lustre on their pro-
fession—Kidd, Morgan, Blackbearnd, Teach
and company—seen to have spent a deal of
time in burying their treasure. Let them
light on a desert igland or dezerted beach
amd they must plani the stuff—and then for-
et to come back for it.  Yet there iz none
left for vou. ‘lhe heroes of a humilred tales
have dug it up. Edgar Allan Poe began
fthe busine=s in The Gold Buyg. He has
almost all the properties—the cipher on
ancient parchment, the chest of gold and
jewels, the skeletons; whilst there is the
golden beetle, to add, as he himself would
say, something of the bizarre.  He lacks the
rival gang, but they were to sail in presently
with Long John Silver. Recently Mr e
Vere Stacpoole’™ heroes and  raseals have
lifted what little remained. It is no longer
worth vour while, even if you have a map,
to charter a schooner for Treasure lsland,
Poizon Izland, Bird Cay or the lonely beach
of Loz Muertos. (For all that, most of us
will soon be setting out hopefully with Mr.
Maszefield for the Coast of Dead Ned, where
there iz rumour of emeralds worth a king’s
A NEOM ) .

But these, vou may say, are the flictions
of the story tellers. Those islandz are not
charted, What of authentic treasure in
lands certainly upon the map?

Lot us make the mosi we can
o Araby and Timbukin
And Nineveh and Yueatan
And Patagonia and Peru.
Well ! there are historie hoards.  ** In dim
green depths rot ingot-laden ships "' —there
is the Armada galleon in Tobermory Bay;
but ton many have failed at that. 'l is
Jerusalem’s toreh, the Seven-hranched golden
tandleatick, which, with ivery and gems,
lies, it is =aid, in the slime of the Tiber. |

doubt whether Signor Musselini will allow
yon to ddredge for it; or for the treasure of
Home in the grave of Alarie the Goth who
sacked the imperial eity. Gibbon tells
** By the labour of a captive multitude, the
Goths foreibly diverted the course of the
Busentinug, a4 small river that washes the
wille of Consentia. The royal :-'-L‘IJIﬂ['hJ'L.‘,
adorned with the splendid spoilz and trophies
of Rome, was constructed in the vacant bed ;
the waters were then restored to their natural
channel; and the secret spot where the re-
maing of MAlaric had been deposited was Tor
ever concealed by the inhuman massacre of
the prizoners who had been, emplovisd to
execute the work.™
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oy further afield.  What abouat

You must g

IPern ?

When 1 was very young | liked my history
picturesque ; romantic, too, if possible, At
that time of life most of us do. The Hanging
Gardens of Babylon gleam faiver than Uovent
Garden or Spitalfieldz. [ once knew a hoy.
idly turning leaves in a library, who chanced
upon the splendid name of Lamoral, Count
of Egmont, and was so0 charmed with its
heauty and dignity that he read the whole
story of The Rise of the Dulch Republic in
.'I.Im'ir}' ‘s stately pages. What a reward was
his! DBut ag vou progress up the 2chool your
attention is ever more sternly directed to
modern and very modern history—to the
policies of statesmen ; to kings and tsars amd
katsers and dictatorz: to Chartists and Re-
formers: to Poor Laws and Corn Laws; to
Trade Unions and the League of Nations: to
the confusion of the world to-day :——amd thi=
in the bare and colourless pages of a text-
hook. It is all very important, but some-
times you sigh for the old enchaniment.
Why not fall under the spell again in the



moments when you escape from study ¥
you do escape. | have even known you to
read detective talez). Just for entertain-
ment’s sake, give the greater historians a
chance—the men who take *° ample room
amd verge enough ™' to trace their characters,
to whom history is an art as well as a science,
who write with grace and power. You might
try Prescott’s (%mqucsf- of Peru.

Macaulay said that every schoolboy knew
who strangled Atahualpa. Schoolboys like
Muacaulay did. So will you, if you recad
Prescott. And vou will be on the trail of
treasure.  You may gain g clue to the hidden
hoards of the Incas.

When Balboa (who had in his company a
certain Francisco DPizarro) first of all
Spaniards in the New World stared with
eagle eyes upon the Paeific, he heand mar-
vellous tales of a kingdom to the south;

There violet mountains rose to taintless skies

Beyond deep vales of million-coloured flowers,

"here free as air an angel-race did ran,

And the mild Inca heard through breathless hours

In the gold arches of his Paradise

The chanting of the Virgine of the Sun.

He heard, at any rate, of a kingdom where
men ate and drank from vessels of gold—
the metal was so common—vet had no cur-
rency and needed none; where land and food
in sufliciency were portioned to all; where
writing was unknown, yet records were
ml.r:un.h-h kept with I-mn-l.tn:{l cords; a civilisa-
tion that could engineer great n:rulu- ani
could bridge ::]ma-ms, vet knew mnothing of
the wheel ; a realm ruled by the godlike Inca
—the Child of the Sun.

Balhoa was beheaded for treason before he
could undertake the venture. That waz iefi
for Pizarro and his partner, Almagro, men
already in their fifties. Time and again
they sailed south, hugging the coast, and
1;1|14||1|;_, here and 11mn" for =igns of their
El Dorade, to teil, in helmet “and guilted
mail, famizshed, fainting, stricken by dizease,
ambushed by Im!mns, ti:ruugh morasg and
almost impenetrable forest, beneath tropic
rain and burning sun. Yet they persisted.
On one oceasion the governor of Panama
sent a vessel to bring the madmen back.
Pizarro drew a line upon the sand with his
sworil. He pointed to the south. ** On that
gide,” he =aid, ** are toil, hunger, nakedness,
the drenching storm, desertion and death ; on
this side, ease and pleasure. There lies Peru
with its riches ; here Panama and its poverty.
Choose, each man, what becomes a brave
Castilian. For my part, I go to the south.”

(| For

Thirteen men :ﬁ-h;:]rp:*d aeross the line with
him.

At last Pizarro came to the eoast from
which he could reach the realm of the Inca—
the great plateaux, eleven thousand feet
above the level of the Pacific, that lie Le-

tween the seaward Andes and the Andes
overlooking the Amazonian forest, where
thoze twin ranges diverge most widely,

With sixty-two horzsemen, one hundred and
six infantry, and a few ecannon, he climbed
to conquer an empire. In the wild moun-
tain passes the Indians coulidd have swept the
spaniards to destruction, but Atahualpa, the
Inca, allowed their passage, permitted them
to enter Cajamarea, where, amidst 30,000
fighting men, he held his court, and allotted
them quarters there.

Pizarro invited Atahualpa to visit him.
He came in his litter upon a golden throne,
attended hj," his 'r'uj:-hh‘re—‘._, all of them unarmed.
You must read for yourselves the perfidy of
the Spaniards—how with cannon and musket
and ecavalry charge, they cut down four
thousand of the 1|111'EI:|::r_r]Ln'.h Indians, and
seized the =acred loea himself to be hoztage
for their zafetv.  You must read the sequel :
the completion of the conguest: the vast
spoil ; the nemesiz that overtook the conguis-
tadores.

When Atahualpa saw their incredible
greed for gold he tried to buy his [reedom.

The conguered Inca to Pizarro said:
“ I swear to fill this hall with virgin gold
Az high as any Spaniard here can hold
Hir steel-gloved hand, if thou wilt spare my head.””
Then streamed the ingots from their rocky bed ;
For weeks and weeks the tide of treasure rolled
To reach the mark ; but when the sum was told
The faithless victor strangled him instead.
Not ingots only! rare works of Incaic art—
salvers, vases, ornaments—Ifilled the great
chamber, only to be desiroyed and melted
down. Treasure was still coming along the
trails when the Inca was killed. Legend
says that most of i1t never reached the
Spaniards;: at the news it was buried, sealed
in secret ecaverns, thrown into profound
lnkes; the gold, for example, upon the hacks
of 11,000 llamas, each carryving a weight of
one hundred pounds; the chain of pure gold,
thirty-three vards long, that two hundred
Indians could not lift; the great golden disc
from the Temple of the Sun; the golden
statues of dead Inca kings; inealeulable
othenwvealth.

That is the treasure awaiting you in Pern
in five separate hoards each far richer than



Monte Crizsto’s millions: but Prescott will
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CONISTON LAKE AND OLD MAX. WITH PEEL TSLAND,
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Copyright: . . Abraham, Lid., Kesweick,

MY DOG WISIE

He was a white Spits,

i
LHERL LR

exactly like Car-
dog in the picture of St. Jerome;
and he came to me from a young Austrian
officer, who had got tired of ]le. flee Count
Thun, who afterwards fell at Solferino.
fore the dog was used enough to us, George
and 1 took him to Lido to give him a I:::lq-
=ea bath. George was |H,|!{|_I]1"’ him by hi=
fore-paws uplrv']ﬂ among the little crisp

breakers. Wisie snatehe Li them out of his
hands, and ran at full speed—into Fairyland,
like Frederick the Great at Mollwitz, He

wias lost on Lido for three dayvs and mights,
living by petty larceny, the fishermen and
cottagers doing all they could to cateh him ;
hut li'u"'.' told me he *“ ran like a hare and
leapad like # horze,”

At last, either overcome by hunger, or
having made ap his mind that even my ser-

CleE Wis preferable to ltberty on Lido, he
took the deep water in broad daylizht, and
swam straight for Veniee, A fisherman saw
him from a I"|i:-|.'||||'1_', rowed after ||-”“. took
him, tired among the weeds, and hrought
him to me— the 1'!1-H|1|1lllzl L|L']]r| Halute hav ||I r
b Jr I*ll[ll:hﬂ\l- to his repaentant strivine -l.||||_
the sea.

From that time he became an obedient and
alfectionate o, [|!!|'|I;-_"|t of an extremely self-
willed and self-possessed character. 1 was
then living on the north side of S5t. Mark’s
PMlace, amd he used to sit outside the window
on the ledge at the base of its pillars greater
part of the day, observant of the manners
and  customs of Venice. Returning to
England, T took him over the St. Gothard,
but found him entirely unappalled by any
of the work of Devils on it—hig or liitle.



He saw nothing to trouble himself about in
precipices, if they were wide enough to put
his paws on; and the dog who had fled madly
from a erisp sea wave, trotted beside the fall
of the Renss just as if it had been another
White Dog, a little bigger, created out of
foam.

Reaching Pariz, he considercd it incum-
bent upon him to appear unconscious of the
existence of that eity, or of the Tuileries

ardens and Kue Rivoli, ginee they were not
st. Mark’s Place,—but, half asleep one
evening, on a sofa in the entresol at
Meurice’s, and hearing a bark in the street
which sounded Venetian,—sprang through
the window in expectation of finding himszelf
on the usual ledge—and fell fifteen feet to
the pavement. As | ran down, | met him
rushing up the hotel stairs, (he had gathered
himself from the stones in an instant),
bleeding and giddy ; he staggered round two
or three times, and fell helpless on the floor,
. . . 1 sent for what veterinary help was with-
in reach, and heard that the dog might
recover, if he could he kept quiet for a day
or two in a dog-hospital. But my omnibus
was at the door—for the London train. In
the very turn and niche of time T heard that

Macdonald of St. Mariin’s was in the hotel
and would take charge of Wizie for the time
necessary. The poor little speechless, Iuck-
less, wistfully gazing doggie was tenderly
put in a pretty basket (going to be taken
where? thinks the beating heart), looks at
hiz master to read what he can in the sad
face—ean make out nothing: is hurried out
of the inexorable door, downstairs; finds
himself more nearly dead next day, and
among strangers. (Twe miles away from
Meurice’s, along the Boulevard, it was).
He takes and keeps counsel with himself
on that matter. Drinks and eats what he is
given, gratefully; swallows his medicine
obediently ; stretehes his limbs from time to
time, There was only a wicket gate, he saw,
between the Boulevard and him. Silently,
in the early dawn of the fourth or fifth day—
| think—he leaped it, and along two miles of
Parizian Boulevard came back to Meurice's.
I do not believe there waz ever a more
wonderful piece of instinet certified. For
Macdonald received him, in astonishment,—
and Wigie trusted Macdonald to bring him to
hiz lost master again.
From John Buskin's Proelterita, by

kind permission of the authorised
publishers, Mezsrs, Allen and Unwin.

“PITY “THE POOR v EXAMINER""
by

F. J, WEAVER, M.A.. F.R.Hist.5.

Professor F. J, Weaver, M.A., was the first Headmaster of the County High School, Braintree, Essex.
When he relinquished that post, which he held for nineteen years, he became, for a time, organising
ugﬂmlndrg of the Royal Historienl Society, and subsequently an Examiner in History for the University
of London.

In spite of his many duties Mr. Weaver finds time both to edit and write a number of books, En::ludinﬁ_
some useful text-hooks for schools. His most recent volume, ** The Material of English History,
appeared last Autumn, and forms an authoritative guide to the sources—archacological and literary—of
English History.

As a Headmaster, Mr. Weaver's kindly and genial personality made school life a thing of joy to those
who were fortunate enough to be his pupils, while, at the same time, he strove to inculecate m them a
lowe for all that was best in life. A keen student of History himself, he had the facully of arousing in
those who studied under him an abiding interest in a subject that he himself confesses iz ““ one of the
most difficult to deal with.,” As an author, Mr. Weaver writes with sympathy and insight, combining
oxtensive knowledge of his subject with lucidity of expression and o penetrating sense of humour.

Perhaps you think that the printer has
made a mistake, and that ** Examiner’’
should be *“ Examinee®. If so, you are
wrong, for I am hoping to show vou that
the task of the examiner is by no means an
easy one. Of course I am not sorry that my
examinee davs are over. 1 shall not deny
that T prefer to sit on the examiner’s side
of the table at an oral examination, although

the effort to put an examinee at his easze
when face to face with the inguisitor is often
a very painful business. Looking back, I
well remember that, subconsciously at least,
I used to hold the strange belief that the
examiner was a kind of matural enemy of
the examinee—a sort of FE-FI-FO-FUM
athirast for his blood. Now, however, I
know, from a long experience of examiners



and their ways, that an examiner iz only too
delighted to come across an answer to which
he can award the maximom mark. In other
words, he 15 on the look-out all the time for
zood points in the *° scripts “"—the sets of
written answers—that he has to mark, and
is happy when he finds them. Time and
again | have known an examiner to exhibit
to his colleagues an excellent answer that
has come hiz way, with a sort of pride in
his discovery., But he musi deal with the
material as he finds it. He musi not
* give "' marks—they are not his to give—
he can only award them where they appear
to him to be due. 1 am sure that many
candidates who fail o oblain a pasz mark
would be surprised if they knew how
anxiously the examiner has looked through
their seripts for the second or even the third
time in the hope of finding some justification
for passing them.

Most of my own examining experience has
been connected with some branch of History,
0 subject which is hy common consent onde
of the most difficult to deal with,. Let me
pu!illll out =ome¢ of the diffeulties, for in
deing =0 1 may perhaps bhe able to help
candidates in that subject 1o et out their
wares {o the bezt advantage.

The firat difficulty, of course, is in the
sefting of the l['ur||.'r|[-:'. It is usual for twe
examiners to share this responsible work,
each eriticizsing the other, and then for a
third. who is called a * revizser®™ or
“moderator ', to discuss the paper with
them, having carefully considered all the
questions beforehand. In History papers
there is nearly always a choiee of questions,
#0 01l the questions must bhe as nearly as possi-
ble of equal difficulty and must al=o require
answers of about the same length. They
must not overlap, for candidates who chose
overlapping questions wonld be wasling
their time by wriling the same thing iwice
over. The syllabus, or period, must be
coversd reazonably well, otherwise eandi-
dates who are particularly interested in one
part might find it neglecled, and so saffer
in comparison with those who have special-
ised on subjects which happen to he well
repreaented.  There must alwave be a cor-
tain amount of * luck **—good or bad—in
a paper from any partienlar candidate’s
point of view, but the better balanced the
paper is, the less on the whole is the element
of luck. Equally difficult is the actual
wornding of the questions. The examiners
must try to he hoth elear and concise. but

in their attempt to be concise they must
weigh very carefully the possible meaning
of every wond to avoid misunderstanding.
Long questions by their very length are
likely to be either misleading or confusing,
and they would probably look so formidable
that the candidate would be inclined to
exaggerate their difficulty. It is well for
the candidate to know and remember that the
exact wonding of questions has been care-
fully thought out, and that he should on his
own side read them carefully—even looking
through the question again when half-way
through his answer to make sure that he is
still on the right track. Nevertheless, |
have often wondered whether one might not
try the experiment of adding a warning to
certain questions.  For instance, when ask-
ing for a brief account of the political
carcer of a statesman, how would it do to
remind the candidate that we do not want
to be told where he was born and edueated,
what he looked like, or even his character?
In thi= way examination papers might be
made more amusing, if less dignified, than
at present.

What I have already said about thedifficulty
of =etting =uitable papers by no means ex-
hausts the subject; but 1 must pass on to
the equally difficult work of marking the
seripis. It ought to be obvious thai each
question demands approximately the same
amount of time for the answer, whem a
choice is given, but oven good candidates
are often guilty of omitting to notice the
little word ¢ brief **. Perhaps | was not a
“ goodl 77 eandidate, bnt 1 well remember
making such o mistake when | sat for Lon-
don Matric.,, away in the days of Good
Queen Victoria (long before there was any
kind of General School Examination). One
of the subjects was a brief account of the
introduction of Christianily inte England,
and I had read with enthusziasm all that
John Richard Green had writien about that
suhject in his delightful (and now. alas!
strangely neglected) “ Short History of the
English Peaple ™. As soon as my eye
caought =ight of that question [ started on
it; and 1T kept on writing and writing, en-
tirely oblivious of examination conditions,
for a solid two hours! Then T realized that
T had left myself only one hour for the re-
maining four (or five) answers. and a shiver
went down my back. The examiners must
have been kind (as examiners nsually are).
for they let me through. and even placed me
in the First Division. But T put myself



before vou as= a FEARFUL EXAMPLE.
That is one of the troubles of the marking
cxaminer—the overlong answer, which oiten
omits important points, and makes it diffi-
eult for him to mark it sufficiently high to
make up for the candidate’s loss of time and
neglect of other questions. Good essays
may not be | answers, remember, al-
though the style and composition of an
answer in History must often tell in its
favour. Some candidates, too, seem to
think they will be marked well for their
** much writing ., even though the hand-
writing i= so hurried as to be almost unread-
able. How often have | groaned inwardly
while struggling to decipher almost illegible
writing, or to trace essential facts amid a
mass of verbinge. Nevertheless, be it under-
stood, it iz not facts only that are looked
for. Examiners do not count ** facts " and
give s0 many marks to cach, otherwise their
task might be fairly simple. A brief, well-
balanced answer, mentioning only the chief
points but showing some a?ﬁ:‘eciﬂiﬁh of
their relative importance, is likely to gain
more marks than a much longer answer with
a multiplicity of facts, both relevant and
irrelevant, tumbling over one another. Part
of the businesz of the History examiner 1=
to give due credit for any signs he may find
of intelligent understanding and of interest
taken in the subject, and not merely to a
text-hook or note-book memory of facts and
“ points "',

The task of marking History scripts,
alwave heavy and often dull, is sometimes
enlivened by the unconscions humour of
candidates. 1 have a large and growing
collection of so-called * howlers **, many of
which were due to mere slips of the pen.
Let me hasten to add that an examiner does
“take off marks? for such slips; his
business is to award marks where they

appear to be justified, even when facts and
ideas are somewhat crudely expressed. |
fear that no marks would be awarded to the
candidate who, in answer to the gquestion
“ What do you know about Thomas Crom-
well 2 replied ** His name was not Thomas,
it was Oliver ”"; but the candidate who told
me that ‘“ the chief follower of John and
Charles Wesley was George Grossmith ™
happily mentioned the name of Whitfield in
a later part of the answer, s0 no harm was
done. 1 was favourably impressed by a
desgcription of Sir Robert P'eel ax *"a man
who thought deeply before acting, and was
even &aid to have betrayed his party on some
occasions, owing to his habit of clear think-
ing on all points of view ", although that
was rather hard on his party! But what
eredit would wou award to such statements
us the following?—* Virginia was named
after Queen Victoria *': ** Cromwell drilled
some men until they became invisible ™:
** Digracli took hiz leap in the dark into the
cave of Adullam ™: “ax a good moral in-
fluence Walpole was a failure®’; “ when
James 11 had a son they knew he was a
Roman Catholic *"; ““ A mﬁhiu]mp Laud was
an  Armenian **; “* Napoleon defeated the
Marmadukes at the battle of the Pyramids' :
““the English shipz ploughed the Spanish
Main®* (mainland of South Ameriea); “* the
1715 rebellion was led by a man who was
nicknamed Mars*'; “Henry VII amassed
money, =0 his son was able to live corpm-
lently **. These are among the statements
I have had to consider.

Examiners are human, and have all heen
examinees. They feel the weight of their
responsibility, knowing that a few marks in
their subject may make all the difference
belween success and failure in the examin-
ation as a whole.

BANKING: A CAREER

By TWO BANK CLERKS,

The first thing a boy should consider
when chooging a career is the prospect of
attaining thoze things that he desires in life.
We shall therefore give a short idea of what
may be expected by those who contemplate
a banking career.

If a hoy should desire the opportumity of
hecoming extremely wealthy. the vrospects
of doing so in a bank arc almost negligible.
If he prefers to be in a position where he
knows that he will be almost zafe from un-

=i

employment and be assured of an income on
which he can live in moderate comfort, he
might consider entering o bank.

Entrance to the staff of a bank has to he
obtained through an introduction from a
manager known to the boy’s parents, and
after a fairly simple examination and being
favourably congidered by the staff depart-
ment, the prospective new entrant is placed
on a waiting hst. In due course he is ap-
pointed to a branch, which may he anywhere



in England, as a junior clerk ai a salary of
about £50 a year. This sum varies slightly,
as also does the geale of inerements, in differ-
ent banks; but in all cases the boy’s parentz
must be prepared to assist him financially
until he iz twenty-one, at which age he may
expect to earn enough to be self-supporting.
After this, provided the clerk is honest and
does hiz work with reasonable efficiency, he
should be assured of a comifortable living,
with a pension of about two-thirds of his
salary on reaching the age of sixty.

The foregoing 18 an account of the pros-
pects ai the present day, but conditions are
likely to change as time goes on, There is
a tendency for salaries to become lower, and
new scales have been introduced for new
entrants, below those formerly prevailing.
There is also a tendency for the higher
positions to be taken by men from the
Universities, who thus block the path of
promotion for the rest of the staff. The
possibility of nationalization of banks and
the consequent redundance of staff would
also have the effect of diminishing prospeets
of promotion. The introduetion of mechan-
ized means of book-keeping might subdivide
banking employees into only twe eclasses,
executive officers and book-keeping clerks.

With regard to conditions of work in the
banks, many people are under the misappre-
hension that a bank clerk works only from
Sam. to3d pm. The new junior zoon finds
that thiz is a mistake, for he has to arrive
at 830 a.m. and is seldom finished before
5 pm. In many offices. between 6 and 7
p.m. i the nsual time of departure.

The junior clerk’s first dutiezs are of a
somewhat menial nature. He has to carry

the books and cash up from the strong reom,
see to the post, and act as general runabout.
Progressing from this lowly station, he be-
comes 4 réal clerk and beging to keep books,
for which work the chief requircments are
an ability to write quickly and to add, or
cast as 1t 12 called, correctly. When he has
been in the bank for about ten years, he
may become a cashier and his work changes
[rom being rather monotonous, becoming
quite interesting. He comes into personal
contact with the customers and iz dealing
with actual cash for the first time. The
main essentials of a good cashier are an
ability to get on well with the customers,
to be accurate in counting, to possess plenty
of common-senge in order to be able to ans-
wer the many questions put {0 him, and to
be acute enough to prevent the bank’s heing
swindled.

If the clerk is lucky enongh eventually
to beeome a manager, there are many attri-
butes needed. He must be popular with the
customers, have a fair knowledge of almosi
every gecupation, and be able to discriminate
between customers to whom the bank may
safely lend money and those who are not
ol banking risks.

We have given a very brief account of
conditions in an ordinary branch bank, but
the new entrant may find himself in a de-
partment at Head Office. As a rule, this
means more of a routine job ai first, but
care amnd common-sense are still important
requirements.

If after reading this article a bov decides
to try a career of banking, he will find a very
decent set of companions in any of the banks
and opportunities to participate in sport of
every kind.

THE PRIZE DISTRIBUTION

The Annual Distribution of Prizes took
place in the North End Hall on Wednesday,
14th December, 1938, Monsieur E. M.
Stéphan very kindly gave the prizes away
and Mr. Alderman H. J. Morland, M.A.,
J.P., Chairman of the Education Committee,
presided.  Amongst those present on the
platform were Mrs, M. M. Wood-Roherts,
the Kev. Canon G. W. Scott, M.A_, Alder-
man and Miss Betteridge, Captain and
Mrs. Lethbridge-Abell, Mr. W. C. Berwick
Savers, F.L.A,, Mr. N. Greenwood, B.Sc.,
M.Ed., Mr. E. Healey, M.A., M.Ed., Mr.
F. R. Porter, Mr. J. T. Paxton, Mr. L.
Bolinghroke, and Mr. Briant Poulter., who
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presented his chezs trophy, the Briant
Poulter Challenge Shield, which had heen
won, on the first occasion that it was offered
for competition, by the School Chess Team.

The Chairman, in his usual trenchant and
compelling manner, packed a vast deal of
wisgdom into his brief introduction, empha-
sised the need for the new School so long
promised us, and then called upon Monsgicur
Stéphan.

Our visitor presented the prizes in the
most charming way and had some comment
of wit or wisdom for each boy. Then he
prefaced hie address hy declaring that he



' eat =nails—and frogs.’

for three reasons—he knew the
of the School and liked and re-

WwWias J_H'l.'ﬁi-"]'l‘l
Headmazter
spected him, he knew the worth and reputa-
tion of the John Ruskin School., and lastly
because, he confessed, he liked prize giv-
ings.

In & manner sparkling with Gallic wit, he

told of prize givings in France in his own
days., The inhabitants congregated in the
village square, the local band was hired for
the occazion, and all the school children
asgembled, complete with best bib and
tucker. A paper crown of laurel was pre-
gented to the winmer as in the Olympic
Games.

Then in reminigeent mood, he told of his
coming to England as a master in a

secondary school. He was immediately
labelled  ** Frogev ™ and considered mnof
*quite nice*’. Whereaz an Enelishman

wags an Englishman all the world over, a
foreigner was looked upon as not being quite
the ** thing *’.

To illnstrate thizs point he told the story
of the I':]1!,{|.it-‘~]"'l'l.ﬂl!l and his wife, who were
admiring the ** Mona Lisa’* in the Louvre.
Their view heing obzcured by other people,
the Englishman turned fo his wife and re-
marked that it was a nuisance having their

view obstructed by foreigners. Wherenpon
his wife reminded him that in Pariz they
9
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.

were the foreigners. “0h! no replied
the hushand: ~* We are not foreigners, we
are English."”

The old view of the French, held by the
English, was that Paris was rather a wicked
place, where they performed strange dances,
and indulged in weird foods. On the other
hand, the French had equally queer notions
ahout the English.

Monsieur Stéphan told how he travelled
from Southampton to London in a carriage
full of peoaple, none of whom uttered a word.
All had newspapers which they began to read
at the back page. and as the train neared
London he saw the headline on the haeck
page of one of the papers— Collapse of
RKent . He was then unaequainted with
the Englishman’s love of ecricket, and
thought that some terrible disaster had
overtaken the county, possibly an earth-
inake,

Dealing with the peculiarities of Englizh
spelling and pronunciation Mongienr Stéphan
deseribed his bewilderment once in Tiver-
pool on seeing an advertisement for a panto-
mime carried by a sandwich-hoard man—
* Aladdin—pronounced suceess.’”

But, our speaker procceded, all these
prejudices disappear as we get to know each
other, aml come to see each other’s point of
view. (e of the best ways to achieve this
understanding was through education, zince
the eculfure of the mind was essentigl,
School, he eontinued, was the main training
ground for the struggle of life, and the vears
spent at school were the most decisive of
one’s life. It was good for all to work and
we should make a wise nze of our leisure by
cultivating & hobby., The czzential 1f|in;-_'{

A

Monsieur E. M,

=Stiphan,



wiis 1o mike efTort for the sake of the effort,
not the result. The result of the effort
would only last for a time, but the effort
wonld last for all time because if hﬂlpt‘tl fo
form character., However unimportant we
]11i5|1t be, we could all be part of the anony-
mous chorug which was helping to make
humanity and ecivilisation. No-one iz use-
less in the world; ne action, ne thought of
ours dies, g0 we must all do onr best—
secking truth, doing good, and giving happi-
ness.  On the giving of happiness Monsieur
stéphan gquoted the French proverb—

“ Le bonheur ezt une denrée remarguable.
Plus on en donne, pluz on en .

Another interesting event of the evening
was the presentation to the Headmaster by
Mr. Frank DPPorter. Chairman of the 0Old
Boys’ Association, of the Trust Deed vatab-
lishing the William Field Memorial Furd.
Mention of this will be Tound in the €0l
Boys" Section of the Magazine,

Songe and carols by the School Choir,
most beautifully sung, ended a happy even-

ing.

THE STALLIOXN.
From afar the sound came,
Yet nearer and nearer;
Like the thundering of waves
The great stallion came charging.

Galloping madly, it came ever nearer,
Until with a toss of its mane

He drew level, and stopped,

Plunging and snorfing.

Up on his back I mounted with ease,

To be borne away in a whistling breeze

Never stopping, never slackening,

The great stallion flew on,—ever on.

Until in the distance a palace appeared,

All covered with ivy, a heavenly dream.

Through wide gates we passed, to stop in
the courtyard,

To come face to face with a tfall, lovely
fueen,

But there, to my sorrow, came an end to my
dream.

8. Daniell

THIR LIBERTY.

There he zat, a nimble, lithe litile form
rezembling at once a cat and a snake. His
dull, colourless eyes fwitched to and fro as
he panted, just visible in the grasa and
leaver, He had travelled far sinee his
escape, and wag resting after a tiring run.
He was a ferret.

.I.{i:-‘ ERCAPE WAk Il.'lﬂﬂf." s hli‘l']lll!-'ni' whon
hiz door had been elosed the hook had canght
in the wire netting of the cage, and on its
heingr re-opened for his next meal, part of
the wire split. Tt was throngh thiz gap that
he had eazed himself. He had torn his
ghonlder a little. but that was forgoetten.
excent, of conrse, for an occasional twinge,
A rabhit had come hiz wav, g0 he did not
now want any food. but he was out af breath
and he wonld have liked a drink. He had
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been free for about two hours, and in those
hours he had almost made up for the three
weeks he had spent in captivity. He had
not forgotten his favourite haunts, and had
almost made a complete tour of them.

Suddenly his nose stopped twitching and
he turned his head, then he was gone.—a
swift rustle, and that was all.

He had scented zomething more than the
pine needles or the dead bracken ; something
had crushed a bramble-shoot, amd it wazn’t
a fox either: he knew, and he trusied his
instinets.

But he was not meant to be free. ‘The
noige he had heard was of a man returning
home after setting three traps,—three traps
for him.

He halted a little way down the path and
turned his nese towards a vague smell, It
was a rabbit, but a queer sort of rabbit, so
he =et ont to investigate. Just as the =mell
wig strongest he blundered into a wire cage,
similar to hiz old one, and the door sprang
shut.

Thers was a mutilated rabbit in one cor-
per, a rabbit which he would not fouch
hecanse of the strong smell of man lingering

on it. He examined the cage with hiz noze
and concluded that it was to be hiz last
home ; there waz no way ont.

After a time he heard. and smelt. the

approach of a man. He heard the clinking
together of the two other cages which had
not suceeeded in their purpoze. As it grew
nearer he bared his feeth, and uttered the
queer noisez only nttered hy ferrets. The
noige ceaged for a moment az the foliage
covering the cage wag earciully removed.

He hlinked in the strong light un at the
huge creature towering ahove him: then a
hand eame down and lifted the eage to chest
level. The door was unfastened and a well-



known hand reached down and gently picked
him up.

Only then did he realize what a mistake it
wag to attempt to escape.

H. Clack

CHAINED MONKEY,

Dance, little captive, to the organ’s jig,
Think, placid mind, of Indian skies so blue;
Reach, little hand, for the sticky fig
The timorous-forward child is offering vou;
But dream of the land across the sea,
The land where you were happy—and free.

Strive, little clown, to draw the crowd’s
applause,
Though it but gain you sickly, tasteless fruit
From grubby boxes fouled by human paws.
What sensze in sullenly staying muie
Amd deaf to the whirling, shouting throng
Drunk with the fair-ground’s lights and
.'-i(]l!!.‘:?
(. Newson.

FIRESIDE TALE.
Come gentlemen all, and draw up your chairs,
And I'll tell you a tale that will banizh all
CHRTES.
"Piz a story of England that once used to be,
An England that's gone from yeu and from
T,

The moon it was high and the night it was
clear,

And the zound of the coach-wheels came
nearer and near;

The highwayman stood waiting, half hid in
a gloom,

And his three-cornered hat shone bright in
the moon.

Then *° Stand and deliver, my good pecple
alll™

Said he over pistol and powder and ball.

¢ And hurry, my friends, for I'm minded to

he

Away from this coach and your goed com-
pany.

But two Bow Street runners spurred after
the coach,

And spurred they the harder at Lis bold
approach.

He heard the hoofs clattering far down the
road,

And he turned and he galloped, nol waiting
for load.
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And the chase it was long, and the chase it
was fast,

And well the rogue knew that his horse
could not last;

S0 when round a bend he was quite out of
gight,

He leapt, and the horse galloped on in the
night.

Then he erouched in a cornfield that berdered

the way,

Behind the stooked corn-sheaves he listened
and lay,

Till he heard the °° Street’ runnerz go

galloping by,
And he langhed, and he thanked all his stars
in the sky.

There's an inn near the spot, °° Coach and
Four ** it iz ealled,

It's oak-panelled, low-roofed, and heavily
walled.

And itz landlord is—well, you should know,

For, carved in the mantel, are stooked
sheaveg of corn,

And ahove it are pistols, much battered and
WOTIL.

J. Matt.

ON THE FACE OF IT.

If one day | should leave this native land
of mine and settle abroad, I might perhaps
look back and try to think of all those smells
and sounds and sights which 1 could treazure
amidst a new existence, as memories of the
Mother Country.

’erhaps | should remember the smell of
the streets after a refreshing summer shower,
or the fragrance of a cluster of violets in a
dark wood. DPerhaps I should recall the
rumble of city traflic in mid-afternoon, or
the eerie quiet of the countryside very early
in the morning,

But certainly 1 should never forget the
shape of that historie bulwark of Britain,
that deven of clocks, to which the unroman-
tic English affectionately refer as ° Big
Ben."™

Often, as the mist clears from the river,
have 1 seen its round, jovial face peer
through its clinging canopy of fog to wish
me a bluff good-morning in the mellow tones
which I love zo well.

Often, as I hurry over the bridge after a
tiresome day’s work, has its cheerful note
flown after me to speed my lagging foot-
steps and to case my heavy load.
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And as, at times, proudly 1 gaze upon it,
the thought sometimes occurs to me that
here may be found the symbolizsation of all
that 1= good in the make-up of John Bull; it
quictly works at its allotted tazk, it iz mute
until it has something worth while to zav,

and then it savs it in no uncertain manner

with a firmness in its veice which implies
that it will brook no argument. Surely can
we turn to this as the one thmj_r that is
Britain ;—more, the British spirit.

But as | ghmc-u- upwards towards its Olym-
pjzln heights, one obstinate thought persists
11 Ilmll:lllnj-.. me.

Why are there Roman figures on its face?

C. Newson.

AN OLD HORSE.

Drowsy, old, with matted mane,

moft, clondy eyes that brighten no more;

Unwanted, helpless, he gets no grain,

Useless, despised, with withers zore,—

Forgive us, Lorse, for all our cruelty:

You carry vour last burden oh, so patiently.
=, Gravener.

OUR TOWN
It iz large, our town,
Ouar widened streets
With jangling trams
And traffic jams.
On our Bargain Days
From fetid shops
To buses that roar
The shoppers pour.

Though we often rave
At the rush and din,
Yet we would grieve
Our town to leave.
P. Halter.

I like to gee

A new-mown lawn;
[ like to ses

The break of dawn.
[ like to hear

The train go hy;
| like to hear

The birds on high.
I like the scent

Of fresh-eut hay:
I like to amell

Sweet blooms in May.,

A. C. Martin.

THE DYKE.

It is miduight, vet the dyke is a line of
flickering lights, and many men are moving,
ant-like, up and down the slopes of it. On
one #ide is the sullen river, racing silently,
implacably striving with its weight to burst
thoge restraining walls of earth; on the
other side stretch low, level fields, dark
mow, and far off there are farmsteads where
pin-points of yellow light show in the dark-
Ness.

The toiling men dare not stop. A whistle
shrills; there is danger and urgent need
further down the bank! Lorries with tired,
grim-faced men swiftly move off. Eauu
hth men are dumping sacks full of earth
into the ever-widening gap. Slowly its
black, snake-like shape lengthens, widens;
the ri'rcr. the relentless river, iz winning;
the waters seem to set themselves directly
against the gap.

But more men are coming. Strangely
speaking men in khaki are on the scene,
sappers, it is rumoured. Shrubs, bushes,
wood, concrete, anything and everything is
dia;_,ged from ranked lorries and used to
check the eruel waters.

For an hour the men work in concentrated
strength. For an hour there is the unending
stream of lorries, the ceaseless heaving and

pulling, till hands are bleeding and legs
tremble,
Then a ragged cheer rises. The gap is

closed. TI:r- frustrated river swings past to
seek another entry.

It is Sunday morning, but no hymns rise
from the churches:. The womenfolk, even
the children, are needed; the viear, too, is
there on the ﬂ}kr. pu]]mg lifting, dragging
with the others, men whoze strength iz now
but a little thing.

Late on the Sunday afterncon a shout
goes up, a shout, not of urgency, but of
joy. The river iz falling! Tt has Tallen an

inch in an hoar!

A watch is set, the lorries an parked,
the fighters straggle away, but not straight
home. Not yet. Group by gronp, with
tired fect 1Er:-1g'rm1= they enter the church.
The hymn is exultant.

N. J. Gardner,

COMMANDING OFFICER.

Every Wednesday, wet or fine, you may
meet the still zoldierly figure of the ( ‘alonel
striding through the little town and beyond
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into the country on what he calls a * route
march **. With regulation step, clad in
heavy boots and stout, plain cloth dress, he
stalks away out, out as far as ten miles,
and he is on the wrong side of sixty now.

The country inns are, to him, barracks at
which one may stay to rest and eat bread
and cheese and drink a tankard of ale. His
home is headquarters, the cook and maid are
orderlics.

When he is walking none dare dispute hiz
way. His cane taps shrewdly on the heads
of urching, hiz heavy build and florid, be-
whiskered face make him an object on whom
no grown-up dare impose.

He has no band to play him on, but a
deep, droning hum, not unlike the greatly
magnified =ong of a bee, accompanies him.
Admittedly, it always sounds the same note
to passers-by, but to him it is a full military
band playing stirring tunes as it swings
along before him.

Every afternoon, on the battlefield of his
drawing-room table, model soldiers fight
fierce engagements. He commands one set;
hig erony, who once served in the Guards,
commands the other. Needless to say, the
Colonel invariably wins. His friend knows
too much to get the better of him!

(}, Newson.

AND 20 HOME!
Hasting. rushing, pushing, tearing.
Now the busy dayv is done;
Weary people, long past caring,
Now it'a home for evervone !
Buses crowded, tube trains packed ;
Standing, meaning that we lacked
More frequent means for each, as vet,
To get home to his wirelezz =et,
Well, it woiild come on te rain.—
Umbrellas up !—the aueune’s worst hane.

Ah, here comes a bus at last!

Well. the dashed thing’s rone straight past!
Weould you move your ° hrolly *, please?
Tt*s dripping water down my neck.

All right! don’t bother, here’s a bus!

Ah! room upon the npper deck!

What on earth is that man smoking?

Tt's only fit for demonsg’ stoking.

Good ! here’s the ston where T get off.
Not far to walk, that’s one blessing.
I'm at the door.

The kev—

'm in !

Thank gooduess now, !'m in the warm.
I've braved the cold,

I’'ve braved the storm.

Thank goodnesz now, 1'm in the warm.

Now for the fireside, that's the thing;
I'm home, the one place where 1'm king!

A. Woodroot.

THE HILL.

Standing dark against the sky
Peopl 1"& !E;cll-ﬂ]l 1
cople climb its grassy slopes
At will. TR
Cars traverse its winding road,
And this changing, motley load
It still
Bears. Patiently across life’s page
The serried centuries mark its age,
This hill,

P. Bailey.

RIVER SCENE.

A little tng was fussing about the ships
at anchor in midstream. It pushed a large
tramp steamer sideways to a quay, and
immediately churned off after other work.
As it chugged down the river a bank of fog
writhed itz slow way round colliers, ware-
houngez, and rumbling cranes. The tug
pushed its bluni nose into this new land of
shadowy forms and wailed on her siren.

From out the grey shadows appeared a
black, high bow. One quick turn of the
wheel, and the tug was at work again. As
it gently guided the ship to its berth, grot-
esque forms wailed, shrieked or whistled
their way by. Strange hootingz eame from
distant craft, and far-off men’s wvoices
sounded close at hand. With three short,
muffled hoots a police launch nosed past,
its engines softly murmuring, apparently
oblivious of the fog that pressed down on
aeverything.

Its job finished, the powerful little tug
wailed again, and sent volumes of hlack
smoke to mingle with the grey fog, and
went on its way., It was an eerie world it
moved in, a world where the whining of
wire on wire, the rattling of winches, the
higz of escaping steam. the shouts of men
mingled inextricably with the voices of the
ships ont in the onen river.

Our tug, setting uv a creamy wave of
river water at itz bow. rushed to the aid of
a fog-bound steamer that was hooting with
desperate abandon as she wallowed in the



swell of another vessel that had passed her.
Just as the ropes were passed to the tug,
a pale sun peered down through the murk,
and while men were saying the fog was lift-
ing, it was gone.
A. Cox.

Is SILENCE GOLDEN?

I'ale ghosts of old men, where did vou
lose your hearing? In the far-off battle-
fields? through discase? or did the outer
gilenee come gradunally to you, unperceived 7

Many of the sounds you heard have
changed, or have gone with your hearing.
From the streets the zound of the posthorn
has gone for ever, replaced by the hoarse
squawk of the klaxon. Gone are the pleas-
ant sounds you knew, replaced by modern
sounds for modern people,

Lost for ever is the sound of crinolines
rustling over London’s cobbled streets,
streets with which you were familiar. You
listened to =oft waltzes, now you cannot
hear the blare of the brass in the frantic
music of our ** swing ’’ bands.

You cannot hear the sound of the trillling
larks high in the heavens on spring morn-
ings; for you there is no chirp of the grass-
hopper, no hooting of the owl, no rustle of
wind through the leaves. Nor is there any
radio sereaming *° variety ' or shouting the
news of the latest madnesz of our world.
When you walk in some country lane you
will miss many pleasing sounds—Ilaughter
of children, sound of ball on a bat, and the
chatter of running water. But you will not
hear the shouts from the *‘ charas *’, nor the

machine-gun chatter of the passing motor-
hikes,

And though at the seaside you will not
hear the sound of sea lapping against the
harbour wall, nor the ships’ sirens as they
pass the headland, you will have your com-
pensations. You will miss the voice of the
ice-cream  vendor as he calls in Cockney
tones the prices of hiz *loverly cornets .
Yon will miss the piercing shrieks of the
voung women, the shouts of the merchants
on the beach, and the steam whistles from
the near-by ** Fun Fair .

Perhaps this is all for the best, poor
ghostz. Yet why do you wander disconszo-
lately? Is it that you remember the sounds
that you heard and loved, and, remembering,
regret ?

G. Batt.
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CHESS NOTES.

Again this term our chief drawback has
been lack of members. One or two hoys
from Form Six have turned up, it i=s true,
but they are not enough. There are at least
ten good players in Form Six alone, and we
are always willing to teach newcomoers, who
do not have to pay their subseription till
they have been taught, and know whether
they are going to like the game or not. Six
Parallel has not been represented once this
term. Surely that form has some boys whoe
can play Chess?

It is hecause of this lack of members that
we are not doing az well az in the 1937-38
seazon, when we won the Briant-Poulter
Shield (which i= now displayed among the
many other trophies in the lower hall). The

results of our matches with other schools
AT —
John Ruskin 0 v, Satton County 7
Muorden 4 w. John Buskin i
John Buskin & v, Hesth Clark 2
Whitgift 6 v. John Ruskin 1
Relhurst 6 v. John Ruskin 1
We have not vet received any entriez for
the * Best Game® competition. Surely

someone wants the prize awarded by our
founder, J, Keable, to the boy who, in his
opinion, has played the best game of the
seagson, If yvou think your game has heen
a good one, describe it to one of us, and it
will be noted.

An innovation has been started this term
in the form of a library. We have books
by well-known players which contain hints
and tips for improving one’s play, problems,
games, ete. These may be borrowed, free
of charge, by members of the Club, upon
application to the Seeretary. We should be
be grateful if boysz who possess books or
magazines on Chesg would kindly lend them
to us.

We must thank those members of the
Staff who remain in the Schaool to look after
the Club each Friday.

Reverting to the beginning again, we
need more members.  Several newcomers
from the Fourth Forms are furning out to
be quite good players. Chess is #of a game
without an element of amuszement. There
are several games disproving this. One of
them is being played more and more. In
it, three take part. two as plavers and one
as referee. The players sit in such positions
that they cannot see each other’s moves.
The players move anywhere, providing the
referee tells them it is permissible. The



latter has the full game on a board. Usnally
he has the most amusing part of the game.
The bewilderment and laughter come in
when one player moves to a position where
he thinks his opponent’s piece is. Neither
player knows the posgition of any enemy
pieces once the game has started, except
those that he gnesses.
D). Organ (Hon. Hee.).

(x. Fisher (Hon. Treas.).

THE DRAMATIC SOCIETY.

Our members have continued to meet
regularly this term every Tuesday. In num-
bers we are still guite strong, although the
average age is rather young. We have
therefore confined our readings to the simpler
one-act plays, but from these we have derived
considerable enjoyment and profit. Among
them have been Lady Gregory's ““ Riging of
the Moon,"” Conan Doyle’s “° Waterloo,”" and
Harold Chapin’s cockney comedy, ** It's the
Poor that *Elps the Poor."” 'This latter play
was thoronghly enjoved by the full cast of
thirteen,

We are now preparing for the nsual end-
of-term entertainment. A  cast including
Wadey, Apps and Organ (veterans nowl) is
tackling J. J. Bell’s ** Thread o” Searlet,””
deseribed as “*a grim play, but intenszely
dramatie,” while, in contrast, Smith and
Parker lead another cast in A. A. Milne’s
ever-popular °“ Man in the Bowler Hat.”

Next season we hope to enlist the support
of more of the older boys and attempt cer-
tain excerpts from Shakespeare that we have
in mind. [Perhaps then, too, we shall have
a Dramatic Evening when parents may be
able to see how talented some of their
children really are!

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY.

The competition announced in the lasi
issue of the Magazine has not yet been
judged. It iz being held open until the
return of the boys touring Belgium =o thai
additional entries may be made by members
of the Society who are making the journey.
This should add interest to the competition
and to the display of photographs entered,
which will be arranged az soon as the results
are available. All members should note,
therefore, that there is still time fo enter
for the competition. In these circumstances
they should make every effort to use the

darkroom to do their own developing and
printing, so that they may enter for the most
interesting and most difficult class.

Several boys in the upper part of the
School continue to take interest in develop-
ing and printing. ‘This is quite satisfactory,
but the darkroom is not in use as frequently
as it should be.

C.G.K.

SCIENTIFIC BOCIETY NOTES.

I must begin by apologising for the post-
penement of one lecture and one meeting
of the Chemical Section, becaunse of the
examinations which the 6th Form boys had
at the end of this term.

While speaking of the Chemical Section,
[ should like to thank Mr. Pearman warmly
for conducting these meetings, and for stay-
ing on Thursday evenings. I shall also take
this opportunity of thanking Mr. Cresswell
for supplying the Meteorological Section
with daily weather maps, and the readings
obtained at the main towns and holiday
resorts in the British Tzles. R

| should like to congratulate Juniper,
Lewis, and Fisher, who gave talks during
the term. [ am sure that there iz no need
te remind members of the snhjects of their
lactures. As for non-members, T do ask
them to read the article which will be pub-
lished in the summer izssue of the Magazine;
I shall be incorporating the Scientific
Society Notes with it; and if vou do read
this article carefully, and think carefully
hefore answering the question that T shall
agk, T shall feel that my work has not been
wasted,

For the “memberz?® of the Society, T have
an important announecement,

I start by thanking vou all for the excel-
lent way in which you supported the debate
which T arranged, and T must also thank A.
White and Crawley for their unstinted aid,
not forgetting K. Clarke, who took Juniper's
place at the eleventh hour. As vou appeared
to like the debates, I looked for more ideas.
I managed to find some, and althongh all
of them would not be suitable for debates.
they should make excellent subjects for dis-
cussion. DBut T am going to let vou choose
the subjects von like hest.

T have listed them below, and T should
like you to read them, and some time during
the first week of the coming term T want
you to hand in on a piere of paper thiz fist

16




OUR PUPPET THEATRE

THE BOYE

ORE AND DESIGN BY

QO

W

LT



of subjects in order of preference. As you
have chosen the one you like best, I want
you, during the helidays, to do a little re-
search on your subject, so that when we
hold the discuszion, you will be able to con-
tribute to the information, which, I hope,
will be collected by many of you. Don’t be
afraid. Remember, these will be discussions
of your choice; so pleaze come and help
gwell the aundience.

Here are the subjeets :—

1. The Freedom of the Press.

2, Does Science make men happier ?

3. Ought a novel always to have a happy
ending ¥

4. Should games be regarded azs a duty
or a pleasure?

5. The advantages and dizadvantages of
trial by jury.

6. Secret Societies.

Y. A citizen’s duties and responsibilities.

P. Wadey (Hon, Secretary).

NOTES ON FOOTBALL.

Fewer inter-school matches than usaal

have been played this term. Bad weather
caused the cancellation of our fixtures with
Heath Clark School, St. Luke's, and Redhill
Police Orphanage, and the half-term holiday
was responsible for yet another blank Satur-
day. Strangely enough, however, the wea-
ther has not interfered unduly with the inter-
form football programme, which has bheen
carried through with greater enthusiasm
than ever.

The first eleven has recorded good wins
over St. Joseph’s College, Archbishop Teni-
son’s, and Sutton County School. though a
depleted side waz well beaten by Stanley
Technical School in a fast and open game in
which superiority of weight waz a deciding
factor In our opponents’ success. Indeed,
lack of weight has severely handicapped our
defence on several occasions. The hacks
have tackled courageously, but not strongly
enough, and their kicking haz not had
sufficient length. As a result, much has
depended on Eearns in goal, and he has
performed with great credit. Some of his
saves against Sutton County were remark-
ably goad.

Among the half-backs, Morgan has heen
most prominent. Londen (D.) iz full of
gond ideas, but he is too slightly built to
put all of them into practice. TDunmore has
plenty of ahilitv, but from time to time his
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enthusiasm for the game appears to wane.
The forward line has great potentialities;
it tries to make progress by accurale passing
and intelligent positioning, but it is handi-
capped by the lack of inches of two of its

members. Hill and Gunston, thmlgh clever
and plucky, are too small to be really
thrustful. Brooker, with hiz speed and

enthusiasm, iz the most dangerous indivi-
dualist of the line, but his left foot is weak
and he must learn a few more ways of beat-
ing hiz man. Annetts is a splendid shot
and is very strong on the ball; and Lambert
iz a clever schemer with good ball-contrel.
Both are whole-hearted, determined players
who lack just that guickness off the mark
that turns half a chance into a real oppor-
tunity.

Onee again the second eleven record makes
rather dtw]ummtmg reading ; but there are
several good reazons for their lack of suceess.
The side is very young—the yvoungest second
team we have had for years—and it lacke
size, weight. and experience. However, the
team has always fonght well, even when
completely oul-played, and players like
Locke, Griffiths, Kippen, London (N.}, and
Hobinson have shown very commendable
grit and determination. It is greatly to
their eredit that they have continued to play
hard even when several goals in arrears.
Young bhoys like Mills {4¢), Little. Mitchell
{A.), Charles, and Mills (5.) have gained
valuable experience which will stand them
in very good stead next season.

The record of the Junior eleven is not
fquite zo imposing as last term’s. The for-
wards have played well, but the defence
has coneceded too many goals. Chilton has
played as well in "'-:ul'[ as hiz small stature
has allowed him, but the positional play of
the defence has often been faunlty; marking
has been haphazard ; there has heen insuffie-
ient covering, particularly covering of the
goal-keeper. Teach has played some good
sames. though he is zeverely handicapped
by being largely one-footed. Bonnywell, a

natural foothaller with plenty of ahility,
must learn to mark more ¢losely and re-
cover more quickly. Stracev, though he

lacks spead, tackles well and ]-H-:]{h cleanly.
Yeomans iz a good attacking centre- half,
but his defensive work i= nftcn alip-shad ;
his dribbling iz betfer than his tackling.
Harley and Nudd-Tones have bhoth zhown
considerable promise in the right-half posi-
tion. The approach work of the forwards
iz good. the inside forwards making good



use of their wingers, and the irrepressible
Dyer supplies plenty of bustle in the middle.
But often their finishing leaves much to be
desired ; there is too little first-time shoot-
g,  Mitchell lR} Bashford, H:‘L'l.'r:.'l_‘!‘h and
Gamon are all clever footballers with zood
ball-control, but they olten delay their final
shots at goal until too late. Dyer iz more
of an opportunizt, but he lacks a good left
foot.

Colours have been awarded as follows :-

First Elaven Anncits, Kearns, Leigh, Josey,
Morgan, Dunmere, Lomndon (1), Brooker, Hill,
laambert, and Gunsion.

Segond Elewen-—Griffiths, Locke, Kippemn,
Shearman, Gambel, Luoeas, Chandor, London
{:\'.:. Haobiason, Alills {-h'}. Little, fliarles,
Mills {5.), nnd Mitehell (A).

Junior Eleven—Dver, Chilton, Leach, Mal-
colm, Bonnywell, Harley, Nudd-Jones, Yeomans
Stracey, Oamon, BSawyers, B:J.uhl:'nrd and

Mitehell (R.).

e :Lg:lin we wigh to conelude these
notes with an expression of thanks to
Meszrs. Alexander. Pearman, Crezawell. and
Cracknell for their invaluable assislance
throughout the past season. The boys have
been greatly encouraged by the genuine
interest in their zames =hown these

Ii:..'
magtoers,

GGHPLETE RESULTS.

Drate ponenls 1st XI5 2nd XI1.s
Jan, 14 Uld foys' Won 52
v 21—Redhill” Police
Orphanage  Coancelled
oo 2H. _Hoath Clark Cancelled  Coaneclled
Feb. d4—5t. Joseph's
College Won 3-1 Lost 2-4
o 1l—Arehhizhop
Tenison's Won 3-1 Waon 3-2
o 188, Luke's are Cancelled
25 Half-Term
Muar, d—=tanley Teclinical Lanst -2 Lol 145
4 1] —=uiton l-_:'I:HIEI.'-:,' eer . Won 1-0 Lavat 1-6

15 ——=treatham

Cr rovinnmr
e 25 0Old Boys'
Apr. 1—Heath Clark
The results of the end-of-term House

matches will be published, together with the

league tables, in the Summer issue of the
Magazine.
JUNIOR XI. RESULTS.
Therfe I'::'plrmﬂﬂ‘ﬂlﬂ
Jan, 14—Crovdon Town ... e leost 24
e —l,‘-rl.‘l}'{]n:u Town ... z Lost 5-7
i B —_Heath Clark ... - Cancelled
Feb. 4—5t. Joseph's College ... . Won 53
v 11—Archbishop Tenison's - Lost 3-4
e | A .Iﬂhmn'lla‘n College ... . Won 6-2
o 30 Half-Term.
Mar. d4—Stanley Technical Ei% e Won 2-0)
o 1—Button County e Won 3-2
| =ireatham Grammar
Lo Balland's School
.Jl.IJr. [ -]Tﬂt1]1 {_ﬂllrh s

Old Boys Section

Conducled for the Committes of the John Ruskin School Old Boys' Asscciation by J. C. SPURLING,

to whom, at 122, Palace Road, Tulse Hill

, London, 5.W.2, all items for inclusion in this Section should

b sent.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

The Twelfth Ordinary Annual General
Meeting of the Asszociation was held at the
School on February 28th, under the chair-
manship of F. R. Porter, Chairman of the
Agzocialion,

A. W, Jackson, to whom thanks are given
for his past services, did not stand for re-
election to the Commitiee, which now con-
sists of F. R. Porter, Il"'lmlrnmu- B A
Paxton, Hon. Secretary: E. R. Hn]mgthp
Hon. Treasurer; W. A, {'nrmm- St W - o 1R
Munton, and J. (. Spurling. The Hon.
Secretary’s address is 41, Clarendon Road.
Crovdon,

COMMITTEE’S REPORT FOR THE

YEAR 1918,
[t iz with very much pleasure that the
Committee reports on the Association’s

activities for the year 1938.

1M

The year opened with the retirement of
Mr. W. A. Cormack az Secretary of the
Azsociation after fulfilling that position for
many years, and the appointment of Mr.
J. T. Paxton to fill the vaCancy.

It will be remembered that at the Annual
General Meeting held last year Mr. Locke
Ii'[ltill.tl"lii the rlullh of the Association’s Arst

President, and snggested that the Old Boys®
Association might like to join with the
School in a form of Memorial to the School’s
first Headmaster. The Committee, with the
full co-operation of the Scheol, thought that
an appeal to former memhbers of the John
RBuzkin Sehool should be made, and the
William Field Memorial Fund was opened,
to which all Old Boys were invited to con-
fribute,

Many letters were distributed, which were
supported by notices and letters in the
local Press.  Generons subseriptions by the



Sehool . present amd  past members of the
staff, and Old Boys” contributionz, resulied
in the sum of £42 10z, 0d. being collected.
A formal Trust Deed, suitably engrossed in
hand by Mr. .J. Graham, our Hon. Solicitor,
anid =1 |||'|1p1'11 wias immlt{l over to Mr. A, W.
Melwod—as the senior of the three Trustees
under the Decd—at the School Prize histri-
bution in December last. The Deed pro-
vided for the investment of the Fund in
Government Stock and for the utilisation of
the income therefrom towarnds the purchase
of a4 prize or prizes.

Altheugh the arrangements for the forma-
tion of the Fumd and Trust were apecially
made s0 that the control thereof remained
in our hands, the Committee’s action and
achievement received the full approval and
u]*]ht‘uhuliml of the Edueation Committee,

We would remind Old Boyve that the Fund
15 still open for subzeriptions. and we hope
that these will be readily forthcoming from
all members who have not vet contributed.
Amnual Keawnion Supper.

The Eleventh Annual Reunion Supper
was held at the Greyvhound Hotel on 30th
April, 1938, and we were honoured by the

presence of Mr. A, W, McLeod, the Head-
master of the School and the President of
the Association, who attended for the first
time, Mr. Locke, who acted as Chairman in
his uwzual genial manner. and five other
members of the Staff. Never before have
we had so many Masters present at a Re-
union,

Mr. H. Smart proposed the toast of the
School, to which Mr. MeLeod replied,
whilat Mr. MeSweeney proposed the toast
of the Association.

Dances.

During the year 1938 we held two dances,

in econjunction with the Lady Edridge
School Past Pupils’ Association, as pre-
viously. The first of these, held at Zeeta’s

Café, had a record attendance, and om the
gtrength of this we were encouraged to book
the Queen’s Hall, South Croydon, for hoth
of the dances for the 1938-9 winter. Of
course, last November's was again well
attended and resulted in a reasonable profit,
but for some unknown caunse the numher
present at the dance on 18th February last
was more than halved. A loss was made on
this funection, which is not included in the
acconnts under review.

We would remind our memhbers that they
always receive lengthy notice of all 0Old
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Boys' Association functionz through the
"I-|Ji;_-..1:-"1||-' and eirculars, and we look to them
to attend these (o ensure linancial 2ueecss,
Nowadays there is never any doubt as to the
sovial succesz of our Tunctions.
Membership,

There is an increasing difficulty in ob-
taining new members oo the Association.
The Commitiee has considered this problem
at its recent meetings, and az a resnlt a
questionnaire was prepared and igsued fo all
members,  Many of the postearnds have been
returned, but owing to the short period of
time between the date of issue and this
meeting, it has not heen pozsible to sum-
marize the replics. We hope that every
member will complete the card.

The Committee has had printed a supply
of Application for Memberzhip forms, and
these are now heing izsued to hovs who have
|'I-"I.'1"|l1.l_:|' left School, and any other Old Boys
wli mav he interested in joining the Asso.
cialion.

Suh-Meelions,

The Sub-Sections. which are the life hlood
of our erganisation. continue to operate with
their customary efficiency under their re SJheei-
tive officers.  The Foothall Club is runuing
four teams thiz seazon, three of these being
in the Thornton Heath League. The Cricket
Club had a most suceessful season. whilst the
Old Boys' Chess Club waz formed by some
of the yonnger memberz. 1t is interesting
to note that this Club is one of the leading
members of the Crovdon Junior Chess Agzo-
ciation, which it helped to inaugurate,
Aecounts.

Copies of the Accounts and Balance Sheet.,
as at 81st December, 1938, were issued with
the notice of the meeting to give all members
an early opporiunity of examining the re-
sults for the year.

There iz a surplus of Income over Ex-
penditure for the year of £5 &s. 5d., after
charging the non-recurring expenses of the
William Field Memorial Fund Appeal, which
amounted to a few pence over £5.

It will be realised, of course, that the
satiefactory result iz due mainly to the pro-
fits derived from the dances held during
1938

* ® *

The Commiltee expresses itz thanks to
Mr. McLeod for aszizstance and advice always
a0 willingly given, the Sechool, who always
provide accommodation for our meetings,
and the many Club Officerg for their zservices
readily rendered during the past year.



PRESENTATION OF THE WILLIAM
FIELD MEMORIAL FUND
TRUST DEED.

A feature of the School Prizegiving heid
at the North End Hall on December 4th,
was the handing to Mr. Meleod, as Semor
Trustee, of the Trust Deed named above. In
presenting the Deed to Mr. Mcleod, Mr.
F. R. Porter made the following speech.
Mr. Chairman., Mr. McLeod, Ladies and

Gentlemen,

It iz my privilege to-night, as Chairman
of the Old Bovs® Association, to hanwd over
the Trust Deed of the William Field
Memorial Fund in commemoration of the
first Headmaster of this School. Before 1
do this, it iz only fitting that 1 should tell
vou something about the Fund, and briefly
refer to Mr. Field’s work.

On the death of Mr. Field in February
thiz vear, the School invited the (ld Boys®
Association to join with them in the pro-
vigsion of a suitable Memorial. We felt it
would be the wish of every 0ld Boy lo he
asgociated with such a4 Memorial, but we
suggested that we should open a special
Appeal Fund, and that if sufficient money
were forthecoming, we could then endow a
School Prize Fund., 1 am pleased to say
that we succeeded in raising sufficient money
to achieve this ohject. The income from the
Fund now in existence will be enough to
provide more than one prize annunally, but,
as the Chairman has stated, we shall he open
to receive further donations =0 that we may
provide more prizes, or prizes of a wider
type.

[ should like to take this opportunity of
thanking all those who have worked =o hard
to make the appeal a success—the School,
who collaborated with us and gave a hand-
some donation of their own, Mr. Paxton,
the untiring Secretary of our Association,
who is with me on the platform, Mr. Davies,
the Treasurer of the Fund, and all thoze wheo
have subzcribed. One further point of in-
terest iz that not one penny has been taken
out of the subseriptions for expensez, The
cost of printing, postage, and such-like
charges has been paid out of the general
funds of the Association, and through the
kindness of onr Honorary Solicitor, who is
himzelf an Old Bov, we have ]m_urrr;u] no
legal costa. He has drawn up the Trust
Deed which 1T am to hand over in a few
minutes, and it is a work of art in copper-
plate writing, with an imposing array of
signatures at the foot. [ cannot profeszs to
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understand all the legal phraseology, but I
can say that we are very deeply indebted to
him.

My remarks would be incomplete without
gome reference to Mr. Field: 1 will be brief,
for some of the things that 1 could =ay
have been published elsewhere, Two things
stand out mozt vividly in my mind. First,
Mr. Field™s practical ontlook on edueation,
and secomdly, hiz devotion to the School.
0ld Bove who worked under Mr. Field will
not need to be reminded of his inzistence on
dizcipline and hard work, and they will
always remember with gratitude the efforts
of himself and hiz ztaff in coaching them
for cxaminations, amd his success in placing
bovs in positions when they left School.  As
to hiz devotion. that would be difficult to
deseribe in words, buat it waz a very real
thing. and it must have been a tremendons
wrench for him when he retired from the
Headmaztership in 1934,

A virile institution like the John Huskin
School cannot stamd z2till, however, and the
work that AMr. Field mangurated is not
merely being maintained, it iz being en-
larged and widened. | notice from the
School Magazine that there are many new
features in the School life that did not exist
in my time—snch az the Photographic and
seientific Societies. It iz not within my
province fo- |J:|"]lt to denl with the 3;1:’_&&-]1’[
All I would zay iz this—that as long as there
are (Old Bovs of the John Ruskin School whe
worked wnder Mr. Field, so long will his
name be remembered with respect and very
gsincere grafitude. We are proud to have
been memhbers of the School amd we =hall
:I]u‘:‘:"l.h follow its foture—a future which
geemz o hold promize of great things—
with very keen interest, and we TTYRTE t]'ml
we may alw avs look upon it az our School.
To future n'{*nerntmni- of scholars the name
of William Field may only be of historie
importance, but we should like them fo
know that he was the first Headmaszter and
that pupils of hiz day held him in high
patoom,

I have YETY great [J]C.JHIITE' in 1-L||:|.f VOll.
Mr. McLeod, as the Senior Trustee nameid
in thiz Deed. to accept the eustody of this
document, with the hope that the Fund that
it endows will, in seme small meazura. he

of benefit in the work which Mr. Field
hegan.
Mr. McLeod and Alderman Morland ae-

knowledged the zift. Mr. McLead zaid that
the rift waz a -ft‘T'Jti testimony to the feol-



ing in which the Old Boys” Association held
their late Headmaster. If waz also a testi-
mony to the character of the boys them-
selves. It was a very gracious act of piety,
one of those things which were ** lovely and
of good report *'.

In a letter to Mr. McLeod, written by Mr.
H. Roberts on behalf of the Croydon Edu-
cation Committee, Mr., Roberts zaid that he
was instructed to convey to the Association
the Committee’s appreciation of their gener-
ous effort on behalf of the object in view.

We learn with satisfaction that the first
prize to be given under the terms of the
Trust will be for French, in which subject
Mr. Field was so interested and in the teach-
ing of which he took such pains.

DANCE.

‘The secoud and final dance of this winter
was held at the Queen’s Hall on Saturday,
18th February, and for an inexplicable
regson the attendance dropped to just half
the expected number. The attendance and
enthusiazm aroused by the November dance
led us to believe that all was well with cur
social functions nowaday=, and we expectled.
at least, a similar number of Old Bovs te
be present with their friends. Anvhow, the
absence of many made the enjoyment of the
few even greater, for there wazs more room
for the fancy and complicated steps and the
chanee to greet all their friends.

Mr. G, Graham again acted as M.C., and
it would be difficult to find a more energetie
and suitable fellow for the job. We admired
his freshness of view in the interpretation
of those milifary instructions in the alloca-
tion of the so-called “spot? prizes, especially
as Mrs., Graham and the Hon. Secretarv ze-
enred one of the prizes, :

REUNION SUPPER.
The Twelfth Annual Reunion Supper was
held at the Greyhound on March 11th, and

_although the attendanee was disappointing.
the function was socially a great zuceess.

W. K. Duke, in proposing the toast of
“* The School *, gave an eulogy both of the
School and its present Headmaster, whase
pupil he was before joining the John Ruskin
School. He preised Mr. Leocke’s philosa-
phical influence and told some amusing
stories about life at the School in its early
days. \

Mr. McLeod was glad that the toast was
received so cordially. It was amazing how
few people could find it in them to =ay
anything good about their old school in
novels and reminiscences. He was glad
to see 20 many 0Old Boys at the School
Prizegiving, and congratulated F. K. Porter
on his speech then. Mr. McLeod likened
the School to ** The river that flows, but is
always the same river”, and said that if
the name changed the river would be con-
tinuong. He spoke of Mr. Locke’s sound
philogophy of life and hiz fine influence on
the School, of which he was a veritable
pillar, He appreciated the difficulty of re-
cruiting vounger members {o the Associa-
tion, and said that the best way of approach
was probably through the sports clubs.

Mr. Manning proposed the toast ** The
Association ** and spoke regretfully, but not
despairingly, of its declining membership.
He could not believe that the decline was
owing to the increase of 1/6 in the subgerip-
tion. He searched for an explanation, and
said  that although he had heard that
* Cupidity is the root of all evil ¥, in this
case he was inclined to blame Cupid. He
thought the Association fortunate in its
officers, but he wanted to see the Swimming
and Badminton Clubz started again. He
was very glad that both Mr. Locke and Mr.
MeSweeney, who had been ill for many
weeks, were able to be present.

F. ®. Porter, in replying, was very zlad
to welcome the Masters, for whose support
he waz grateful. He thought that the Aszo-
clation might become too much in the hands
of those over thirty, and he mentioned the
need of some younger members on the Com-
mittee. Speaking of possible changes in the
School’s future, he said that it would be a
mistake for the Association to go out of
existence. The psychological effect of the
name “* Grammar School ** might be the
making of the 0ld Bovs® Aszociation.

A. E. Hunt proposed a toast to °“The
Chairman *, Mr. Locke, who acknowledged
it with gracious expressions of thanks, cap-
tured his audience with points of retrospect
and prozpect.

Archie Palmer cleverly amused and mysti-
fied the company with his “ magic’, and a
pleasant evening was brought to a close by
singing. with Les., Munton at the piano.

NEWS OF OLD BOYS,.
We give our hest wishes for the future
happinesz of K. K. Noves, who was recenily
married. j
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Congratulations to J. €. Jones on the
arrival of a second daughter in January of
this year.

OBITUARY.

Will Edward Brun. February 11th, 1939.

By the death of W. . Brun, at the age
of 22, we have lost one of our younger and
most enthusiastic members, As a Sergeant
of No. 19 Elementary and Reserve Flying
Training School, Gatwick, he was flying
gsolo a R.A.F. fighting aeroplane which
crashed at Brighton in foggy weather.

Brun was endeared to many Old Boys by
hiz kindly good mnature, and a number of
them attended at his funeral at Bandon Hill.

FOOTBALL CLUR.

Sinee our last notes we have played most
of our league games, and while the results
have shown more losses than gaing, we have
some satisfaction in knowing that our third
team has justified the experiment of com-
peting in league matches.

Baldersom s HH:,‘ are in attendanee
every Monday at our © fixture meetings,” and
although some of the time iz monopolised
by the first team representatives, full con-
sideration iz given to Greenwood’s =econd
eleven and further thought to the fourth
eleven. Wat=on has captained this last team
since Powell left us to join H.M. Forces.

With & membership of 50, there was no
doubt that we should run a fourth team,
and with Waison in charge we are carefully
civen the capabilities of each new member.
He has been such a l‘l'l:l].l'll]ll" recriiter that
we now have Seymonr. Walmslev, Murrill,
and Marchant with us. Here again, the
success of this team has not been complete,
but thev have a good programme and the
support wiven is as good as that shown by
the three league sides.

On looking at our records we find one or
two had weeks, particularly in the secend
and third teams, when on two oecasions il
wag necessary to fill five places on the dax
before the match. in order to play a full
zide.

We sympathize with "flu sufferers, but we
have vet to solve the problem of the Friday
night eold which compels Club officials to
make frantic "phone calls and to =cribble
hurried posteards.

A review of our zames shows that we are
meeting teams of greater height and weight.
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This has been particularly noticeable in the
firgt team gamoes.

We are pleased that Mr. Manning has
Joined us again, but the absence of Binstead
and Davis, the latter through injury, has
made it difficult to field a regularly strong
team in ¢very mateh, even with the addi-
tion of an oceazional second team member,
much to the detriment of that side. Late
“seratehings * have given us little oppor-
tunity to play an eleven of the standing
expected of this team.

There are still one or two positions yet
to be settled, and it seems that they will
remain open as we have nobody to fill them
suitably. The position of outside right is
one,

Cur second team continues its programme
fairly well, but here again we lack suitable
players, and we have tried many members
throughout the zeason. The side has suf-
fered to some extent in that Crepin and
Goward have been included in the {irst
cleven, and their placez have not been filled
by substitutes a=z able as themselves.

In the third team there are many players
from which to choose, but their experience
15 still limited from a league soecer point
of view, when we remember that it is this
sile’s first season of such fixtures. A pro-
blem arises when we need to promote players
to our first or second elevens. Apart from
occasional changes through ¢ seratchings °,
the team has ineluded much the same
players, and a regular goal-scorer is lack-
ing. Burness, a former prominent first
eleven player, prefers to be renked in this
gide, and we hope that on his return we
ghall see a larger numhber of victories.

The league table shows that we are keep-
ing off the bottom rung of the ladder. and
we hope with the return of our many ex-
perienced players, at prezent unable to turn
out for wvarions reaszons, to imwprove our
posifions hefore the season ends.

Az regards the fourth eleven., we are
proud that a full programme has heen sup-
ported by the younger memberz, to whom
we zhall continue to give encouragement.
When many of them have become acens-
tomed to senior foothall, we shall find our-
selver  with a  Turther s=ouree of usefnl
plavers,

A, (. RBoyden,

18. Brooklvn Road.
Sonth Norwood, 8. F.25,



CRICKET CLUIL.
The length of our notes for the December
issue precluded the publication of the bat-
ting and bowling averages for lazt secazon.
These, to ensure proper “Trecord being made,

are ”IH']L hereunder, - -',r
L

BATTING, |
Times Hest Total

Inns. n.o. Score Buns  Avpe.
Taxlor, 13, dn 3 gOF 101 101.0
Williams, J. M, 14 2 I Al 254
Paxton, J. T. 15 4 hl® ol 1=.4
Dawvies, W, P, 1 1 il 177 .1
Wicks, I3, 15 L1 P 4 i 14.5
le'||-|||;||rrr|-i|,-, . H. 13 i B4* 1549 14.5
Goward, R. (. 14 i} 42 142 1:4.7
Bnelling. A, Y. i1 1 ] I3 135.6
Faoveless, H, 14 il §3 151 105
Loveless, My, 7] * 17 B 101,41
Knight, E. a L] 37 HE 0.5
Yo, A, ] 3 11* i | .-
Vineett, AT, Tx i 1] i 27 .4
Buckley, F, R. 11 2 i 27 3.4
A=zhmore, E, A, i 1 ¥ 1 o

BOWLING.

Overs Maidens Hans Wlkts, :\.1.'5_"1.'.

Youmg, A, I e A, 307 40 Tor
Willimms, J. M. 13865 306 4t b 7.0
Goward, K. (3, 45 i 1543 12 13,0
Thavies, W. B, LT [ a14 LE| 13.3
Loweless, 1 33.3 1 163 11 139

Our comments on the averages were made
in the last iszue, =0 that further obzervations
Aré UNNecessary.

We look forwawrd to the coming =eazon
with a fair amount of confidence. We

understand that our numbers will be streng-
thened by the return of J. C. Jones, whose
steady bowling and strong batting was sorely
mizsed in the early part of last season. This,
together with the experience gained by our

vounger members, iz our reason for this
feeling of confidence.
We would welcome any boys who, having

left school, desire to join a club where en-
joyable games are keenly played. Further
intprovements= on the school ground to the
square and net-pitches have been made. We
nse the ground for evening net-play and our
home 11|;15-_|15-,-., Details of all the arrange-
menig for the season will be available by
the date of publication of this magazine.

Shoulid vou require any information, please
do not hesitate to write to F. R. Buekley,
at 68, Moffatt Road, Thornton Heath.

CHESS CLUB.
Looking hack. we can say that the results
of this season have been very encouraging.

Not that our numbers are such as we should
like, vet we have discovered some gratifying
talent among our members. In consequence
we have been able to uphold the prestige of
the Old Boys in the Croydon District Junio
Chess Association Minor League, by win-
ning four of our five matches this seazon.

When we ztarted off the zedason by beat-
ing the Occupational Centre. one of our
strongest opponents, it looked as though we
had a chance of finishing at the top of the
league. Unfortunately, just before Christ-
mas many of our team were ill, and we were
forced to default our match with the St.
Helier Chess Club. They were unable to
give us another date and consequently we
had to lose the point. To thiz match our
plavers had eagerly looked forward, as
!II'L“-'i\'.]H:—'n matehes with thizs Club had ﬂ|1'i':|'r_1.'!-a
resulted in a close finish,

Next, we playved the Y. M.C.A. and won
another valuable point after some very ex-

citing end-games. When we plaved the
Crovdon Chess Club’s  second team on

Fehruary 10th, this newly-formed team gave
Mg 8 very l"!ljl:i'l.’-llhlt‘ mateh, the final score
of which was 5-1 in our favour.

Our final league mateh waz with the
Whitgift Middle School Old Boys, and this
resulted in another win for us, 5-1. Mean-
while, the St. Helier Club have won each of
the three matches they have played, and our
final position in the leuu'uf table depends on
the results of their two remaining matches.

On March 6th we =spent a very enjoyable
evening with our Badminton Section at the
Ocenpational Centre. Our team. although
handicapped by illness, were able to win the
matech. and we spent the rest of the evening
playing games with the other members of
their Club. We hope that the Old Boys’
Azzociation will be able fo arrange more of
these evenings, when the varionz Sub-
Sections can unite and plav other clubs.

Two vepresentatives of our Club are at
present  competing in the Crovdon Minor
Championship, and several of our members
have joined the fm‘.flun Chess Club, and we
ire l.['[ﬂ"g 'I.".'l']l III 1I'|l"|| tournaments. Ir-
Clapham is leading their Winter Handicap
Tournament, and H. Challiz and .J.
Keahle are hoth deing well in the Crovdon
Championship matehes,

R. C. Worger.
21, Thornhill Road,
Crovdon.



Fit your Boys out for School at

C. HEWITT & SON

45, 47, 49, Church Street, Croydon

Croydon’s Men’s and Boys’ Outfitters.

The firm with 70 years’ reputation for value

ALWAYS IN STOCK :
John Ruskin School Caps, Blazers, Ties, and Hose in

all House Colours, Football Jerseys, &-c.

VISIT OUR

SPORTS DEPARTMENT

WE HOLD THE MOCST COMPLETE
STOCK IN SURREY OF EVERYTHING
FOR SPORTS WEAR AND USE.

SPECIAL TERMS TO SCHOOLS AND CLUBS.

C— ——

Officially Appointed Cutfitters to the

Croydon and Disirict Boy Scout and Girl Guide
Associations

PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION.

ESTABLISHED 1866, '"Phone: CROYDON 1830.



BEST o
BUSINESS HOUSES

are secured by our students

wawb

GREGG SCHOOL

{BI LONDON ROAD, CROYDON.

Special short finishing courses in preparation
for the " Clerical Classes "' of the Civil Service,

Telephone : CRQOydon 3095,



